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Who lived Five and Fe __ Yuans | 
| undiſcovered at 


PARIS: 


Giving an — AccounrT to the Divan at 


Conſlantinople of the moſt remarkable Tranſactions of 
Europe : And diſcovering ſeveral Intrigues and Secrets 


of the Chriſtian Courts, (eſpecially of that of France} 
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TO THE 


R E A D E R. 


LEG T is not to * exp efted, | 

Q' 7 jj that the World will take 
tit for an Excuſe of the 
F=.tedious. Delay has been 
made in publiſhing the VIIth Vo- 
Tame. of the Turkiſh Spy, to ſay, 
that our Arabian now grows Old 
and Decrepit, is forced to walk 
with a Staff or Crutch, as he him-- 
ſelf confeſſes in one « the follow- 
ing Letters; and is beſides worn 
out with Sickneſs and Care; ſo 
t that he cannot be fo expeditious in 
A 1 Buſineſs 


75 fle READER. 


Balinch as he was in his Youth. | 
It may be ſaid, this Apology 
would be more proper for the 

Eng liſb Tranflator to make, were 
he in the ſame Condition. But he 
is in his Prime, in the Flower of 


his Age, Vigorous and Actiye; and 


therefore might have made more 
Haſte, they will ſay, to oblige the 


World, and gratify the Expecta- 


tions of. thoſe Gentlemen who 


perpetually dun the Bookſellers 
for the reſt. of bis: — 
Letters. 


It were 0 to nfive: thing by 


only putting you in Mind, that he | 
who undertakes to lead a ſlow— 


footed, ſhort-winded; and weak 
Perſon by the Hand, and conduct 
him to his Journey s End, muſt 


of Neceſlity keep the ſame Face 


Were 


een his is Charge, tho! he himſelf 


75 READER: 


were ſwift as a Stag, when alone 
and at Liberty. Befides that, a 
Man is apt to attract a Contagion 
from the Comp 54 37 Be keeps; and 
turn their ill Qualities into Habits: 
of U | 

But apo this is trifling and our 
Eigliſi Tianilitor is under none 
of theſe Citation To come 
to the Purp oſe cherefbre, Gentle- 


men, 17% will , Comineagh: our 


; Tranſlator's s Wiſdom, for not be- 
ing in ſuch” Fsſ Ha at this 
Juncture, when you reflect, that 
like a wiſe Racer, tho he gave a 


Start in the Beginning, at firſt ſet- 


1 ting dut, yet he ſoon ſlackened 


his Pace, that he might make ſure 
of the Goal, remembring the Old 
Engliſh Proberb, The more he 
Haſte the worſe Speed. Thus he 
ſuffered three Years to ſlide by 
him, 


2 the R E AD E R. 
kim „before he reached the Second 


Stage. And tho' he 
; 0 Pal. began to take up, his 
heels more nimbly afterwards, ſo if 
as to recover by Degrees his loſt | f 
Time and Ground, yet ſtill he did 
but moderately jog on; now | 
ſpringing, then halting, as Occa- 
ſion offered, and as he found his 
Strength could Hold. At length | 
having but two Stages more, won- i 
der not, that he is a little more 
tedious than: ordinary i in this: For 
he does it to refreſh himſelf, and 

keep his Breath for the laſt Strain 1 

of all, which brings the. Prize: 

| Obſervin g herein the Old Adage, f 

Finis coronat Opus. 1 
As to the Letters contained i in 

this Seventh olume, there is little 

to be ſaid more particular than 


of thoſe that hae gone before. 
The 


Jo the READER. 
They in general contain a Miſ- 
cellany of Hiſtorical Tranſactions, 
Moral and Philoſophical Thouę ches 
| interſperſed here and there with 
Mabometan Politicks and Divinity. 
Only you will find our Ara- 
biam engaged with a certain Few 
at Vienna, in fomenting the Di 
cord of the German Empire, en- 
couraging the Rebels of Hungary, 
= Croatia, and mutinous Provinces. 
You will hear of the Deaths of 
Count Serini, Frangipani, and 
Madaſti, who were all beheaded 
for being „ in this Re- bo 
e, | bellion. T0 
* | The next and laſt v t tas 
this of ſingular in it, that it will 
preſent you with the Riſe and Pre- 
nll ferment of Count Teckele 95 Who 
has made ſo much Noiſe in the 
World. It relates many of his 
Publick 
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HH #SREADER. 
Publick Actions, and not a few of 
his Secret Intrigues. In fine, it 
diſcoyers the Train that was laid 
to blow up all Europe into the 
Flame of open War, and univer- 
fl Hoſtility, which to this 4 
conſuimes the Lives and Eſtates of | 
ſo many - thouſand Chriftians, im- 
l poveriſhes and lays waſte | 

N ations, and it is to be feared will 
end in letting in the Turi once 

more upon us to our final Ruin 

land Confuſion; ſince thoſe Infidels | 
| never take greater Advantage to 

_- invade and conquer the Dominons: | 

of Chriftians, than when they | 

find us involved in domeſtick 


Wars one with another. „ * 
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pe TAB LE. 
III. To Dgnet Oglou, 
Bt 27 of. the Birth, e 1 Dal Le J us 4 
av. ; T 23. ee 2 io 
 befging of e . 


v. To Haſnadar Baſl, Chief T 8 to the clin t5 

He complains of the Slacknefe of the Miniſters of the Porte, 
in —_— his Diſpatches; and gelates / id the 
Mis op 20 7 this time befel iu. W 


* . 53 


2 


VI. To Nathan = Saddi, a. Jew ct Shoes. ' +18 
Me continues to lament the "Diſaſteri hat the Malice of 
Men loaded him with. His Confinement in the Baſtile. 
His 4 of daffong 17 ihe Efforts if ite and Envy 


| vn. 7 the wenerable 
He craves his Auvi , Matt; 1454 bi TONE in. 20% of 


being diſcovered. He reflefs upon the ſad and unac- 
— that defigned toruin his rn ge the Porte. 


VIII. To Cara. Hali, nas he Grand * fa 


He diverts him with the Relation IX a. —— ca. 
vorn in the Low Countries. ———— 


IX. To Nathan Ben Saddi, a Jew kt 88 | 27 
He Fg bim to foment the * 27 H angary. 


X. 7 0 PH, molt ſublime and magnificent of the Madman 
Bafſa's, Achmet, che Vizir Azem, * 

al diſcourſes of the Advantages. Way. be kee from, the 

Diffraction in Hungary 


KI. 7, a the Seliftar Agar er Sword. Beater #0 Bi Salas, 


332 
5 hes « Death of the Queen of Poland,” a Pope Alex- 
VII. 20 10 reach Succeſſes | in Flanders. | 


8 r | 9 
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XII. To 


The TABLE. 


XII. 'To Dgnet- Oglou, 


Of an Encounter be had wvith Daria, bis forme Mite? 


. XIII. To peſteli Hali, his Wa Maſter of the cuſ- | 
toms, and Syperintendant * thi” Royal Arſenal ” 


.- Conſtantinople. 


N Seu "Remarks on Women, out of the Hebrew Rabbie 


| and others." 5 
XIV. To the ſans, 


43 
/ Solyman's 7 reachery, and the baſe 7 T rick be- put. upon 


F atima, Daughter to Uſeph, Mahmut s Uncle. 


= XV. To the Mufii's Vicar, 47 
He acquaints him that the Cardinals hae led Cle- 


ment IX. to be Pope, in the room of Alexander VII. 
deceaſed, Compariſons between the Pope, and the an- 
cient Roman Pontiffs, Of the Pope's great Power, 
Strength, and. Authority. 


te at Vienna, 50 


XVI. To Nathan Ben 
vi, to the Mahometar#*_ 


7 - 
Fx, 


XVII. To Dgnet WY BS = 56 
He informs him ibal Daria, i, deceitful, and how 6 
meer Accident he found' out it «vas her Huſband au 
would have flabbed him in the Streets one e Night „ whom 

therefore he killed. 


XVIII. To the Me nas”. MOT 


Of the Arrival of the Cardinal Duke of Vendoſme 2 
the French Court, in Quality of Legate de Laters 
from the Pope. Of the Alterations in Portugal. 


XIX. To Abdel Melec Muli Omar, Preſident of the 
College of Sciences at Fez,. 

He thanks him for his New Syſtem of the Heavens ; ex- 
telt its Accuracy; and incites him to oP fame Cor- 
redtions 2 Geography. | 


b 2 | | XX, 
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The TA B L. E. 


XX. To Oſman Adrooneth, Aftrologer. to cle Sultan at 
Adrianople, 
He ſes * Peolemy” s and Copernicus 5 Stem. 


XXI. To. the ee Mufti 5 


Learning, and true Science, 


. Hunbi reeemmendt that a Compleat 
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TRY 


$334] 


r 
a 


Support. of 


af 104 68 


Hiſtary e the 


World, ſhould be collected out of the moſt ancient and 
Encere Writers, and digeſted into Annals from the Be- 
Finning of Time, down to the "Op ” the Tegen. . 


bun, 
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LETTER by hs 


T2 Mehemet, an Exiled 5 at Akghes in 


7 74 
He 1 2 his Fu erings, * adviſes him not 
ro fink under the) rightful 1: Tdeas of Meacholy.” 5 


I . To- Motianined, the 22 Eremit 2 Mount Uri 
on Arabia the Happy. | 

He oppoſes Ariſtotle, and the Peripateticks, auh es | 
that Virtue conſiſts in Mediocrity : He expreſſes his = 5 
"pirations after a fol tary and ax pinoy Life. I 

III. To Hamet Reis Read. Princigal Secretary 7 the. 
Ottoman Emprre, 85 

7 the preſent State of the Gm Empire, with Cha- 
raters of the People. The ftrange Epitaph of Frede- 
rick, Brother-in-law to the Emperor OY written 
_ with his own Hand on bis Death-bed. 0 


IV. 7 0 Nathan Ben Saddi, a Jew, — 388 

He reproves the Methods of the Malecontents, in attempt- 
ing to poiſon the Emperor, and ſet the Palace on Niro. 
Exhorts him to, be moderate and neutral, Of the Counts + 
Berini, Frangipani, and Tetembach. 


b 3 — 


Tbe TAN LIE. 


v. To Peſieli Hali bis Brother, Maſter 5 the — 
Signior's Cuſtoms a? Conſtantinople, 


He tut e the wks 7. e 


J Tok 9 5 
SEM TW 


| vI. Ts 0 "EM Reis Effendi, Principal rr yr of 
the Ottoman Empire, 93 
Of the German Wealth ard Plenty, both Natural and 
p e 2 Forei gn Ten ffick. 


| VII. To 0 Hebatolla, Mir Argon, Superior if the Con- ö 
vent of Derviches, at * zn Natolia, ; 
7 


He preſents him avith a Relation of the Life of 2 
John and explains the Laa of the Word 


Locuſt. 
vii. Te 0 Mane” Reis Effendi, Principal $exretary 7 
ihe Ottoman Empire, N N 40 1 102 


He gives an Ascent of. the great ions. the Chri- 
Mans are making for the Relief of Candia. Of 4 
Tripple L, 94 of the Birch ef the Infanta Y: 
'Portu gal tha JR. Defſeription of Ital . 


IX. 7 0 Hamet, Reis Efendi, Principal Secretary 75 wo 
- ttoman Empire, 5 
'Of Don John of Auftria's being made Governor of * 
Lom Countries: The Grounds 28 Mitard's "+ Jpn 
with him. His Gharaer | 
X. To 8 Mir Argon Genie GY tbe Convent = 
of Derviches, at Cogni in Natolia. 
He acquaints him wwith the King of Poland's Reli A 
Retreat from the World, and of his being made A 


* the Abbey os Le Geruajns, aue. Racks. 5 
*. ve Bal, | e eee 0 i W 


a 7 
* 
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e TABLE: 


DF the Deaths of the Cardinal Duke of Vendoſ me, 4 
Dutcheſs of the ſame Title, and Henrietta Maria, late 
_ Daren of Great Britain, and Dowager of Charles I; 
' Of the-Arria of the King of Poland, aud Prince of | 
Tuſcany, at the French Court. | 


XII. To the Kaimacham, 5 114 
# of the Arrival of — 5 Enael Ane with 
Expreſſes from the Grand Signior to the King of France. 


Soly man Character and Praiſe. Of a Plague at 
Sone, 4 and an E acra in _ 

: FC 
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6 LETTER I 


] 

O Mehemet, an exiled Eunuch, at Alcaire in | N 
Egypt, alg | 

He perſuades him not to be melancholy:  Adviſes zo travel, | 8 

II. To the ſame, EY 5 5 122 MC 


12 
He purſues the Same Diſcour e, arne preſſing hi n ts $ 
leave Egypt, 9 2 7 1 of el, | : 


III. To the Mufti, wenerable Patron of Learning RE 3 

Knowled, zac | 
He preſents = with an Ei ;forical Epitome of the Aſſyrian, } 
| Babyloman, and Perſian n | 


IV. To Mirmadolin, Santone 6, the Vale of Sidon, 132 , 
He diſcourſes of the Fanity and Inſufficiency of exterior Re- | 
ligion. Of ſpiritual Mbdication from the World. | 


V. To the Selictar Aga, or Sword Bearer to the —_ 

He entertains him with the Deſcri ption of an excellent Phy, | 
acted before the King and Queen of France, during the | 

Carnival. Of a Peace concluded between France and 
Algiers. « Of the Conqueſt of Lorrain. 


VI. To Iſouf, bis Kinſman, a Merchant at Aſtracan 1 3 7 


The: TABLE: 
He diſſuades him from his melancholy Reſolution of turning 
| Afi Faquir, or Dervich. Of Ilch Read Hu, 
> Y u Indinn! ener, a bis « erious Habitation. 
M1 VII. To the Chiaus Baſſa, 5 4 2 
Of the Arrival of az Ambe at ren 2 
"from the King of Ader a 24 5 


VIII. 7 Mohammed, 7he illuftrious Solitary"of Mange 

- 5 Uriel i Arabia, 14 
He a/erts, and endeavours to prove, That the Brutes are 
endued with a Species, of Reaſon and Knowledge . 


IX. fo 23 Alamanzi, a Merchant at Venice, 148 
gi med that, Zeidi 7s commanded to travel 1 


3 2 Ka Pad, . Aecident which hag 

| ut on His Sek. Bea. ; „ 
£32333 ene an: 3 . 8 

XI. 5 o Sephat Abereromil, Vanni Efendi, Preachir to 

I the Sultan, wil 7 ; 

HC 27 the Quierifts; and the” genere! Fitertaintient theit 

© Ddarine finds in Euròpe © Mahmaut ſeems hi 2 

wour it; and affirms, ” has" ri commenided 2 "the | 

Religious in the World. 


Je. Cara Hali, Phyſician, fo 1. Grand Sies, 


He abs the Fa of the Souls From awbich De 
, courſe he makes a Digreſſion, and freats ariel 17 
8 naturel Things. NES ENG 


III. To the Mufti, | | ; 
ic preſents him with. a PR 0 nis 77 

| ſages, during the Perfian Monarchy of miemorab 
"" of Darips oz his Dau- Ba. 
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- | and. / Superintendant- of, the Ae eng [a6 onſtan 7 \ 
nople, . 
He adviſes bim not to be diſcouraged by regſam f bis Sen : 
emorous Temper ; . his keeping Company with Fe oreign 
Merchants and Traveller, „ Hud tells bim g Story of ai: 
Father's — arri vane- to  reclarm a Prodi. 5 
e 138 ins n. 15 142538 IX f 

| II. 70 Codorafrad Oheik, a * 10 1 20 1 T7 
W a Hy ugonot that a ack ted a. Priel g te by ſaying 
Maſs in the G Ld Noftre Dame 47 Paris 1 ; and «1 

. bis Puzifoment. 


| III. To D et O lou, TO 12774 
Of the Kona afuiſts. of Mahometin He rite: 
*.-Of. interior Devotion eee <1 24 In 32 3 e. 


IV. To the Kaimachäm, 0 5 | .183] 
945 8 League- between the Kings of ms” 0 — Fr rance 
oth proclaimed open War againſi the Dutch. 
72 * Story of John de Wit. - The Deſcription of. 2 K. 
. ot en e d nn 


0 © PC, 
v*. & . 33 F ** 8 e 
: 0 > © * 
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2 5 


The BH. Er 5 


Te Cara Hali, ;Phyſiclan u the'Gtand:Sighior, 186 
V Magick, Phyfick, and Theology, ' A pleaſant Story of 
2 Peruvian Save. Of famous Mathematicians.. C 

the Supenſtition Yf the - emale Sex. | 

1015 tote ban! 10 * >\ ed 81 Ke IIXX 
J. 7 Orchan Cabet, "$tatlent in. the Sciences, and 
VV 
e endeavours by rational — t convince. him, 

that ane Alcoran 15 5 of divine Original. 


— 


PR... 
15 


II. 75 Hamer, Reis Eendi, Principal Secretary, 7 


the, Ottoman Hapirs, 193: 
DF the King of France's Conguets.3 7% "the re 


a YH of the Drarb of the Dale of Lengueville. 

ti- VII. 7, William Voſpel, à Recluſe of Auftria, 196 
* $ C FF the Difference and Contrariety between the Practice of 
1 I tbe e primitive Chriſtians, and theſe of the prefent Age. 
ig 


"al a 


d. 


x| | 


IX. 70 Codorafrad Cheik, a Man of: the Law, 201 
DF the Wandring Jew at Aſtracan. His Sermons and 
7 8 Prophecies. How the. . rug and con- 

: -guer the greateſf. . 1700. 
750 That Englandyþ 1 y of diſtreſſed 
1 . Chriſtians. Of a fx Rug a man, abe ſhall 
17 E. made nel cif Fang ial the Khotians and foatl 
Lave bis Seat in Jerul 


28) 
23 
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LIT. 2. Hamer, 5 ? 
the Ottoman Empiver” >. * 
ſeveral-Memoirs of. O rams 


8 3 Iv. fo Muſu Abu'l Yahyan,, Profeſſor of bus, 
ace, 20 
"as Panegyriek on Africk. 

y: 5 
v. 2 the n,, 218 


de deſcribes Conſtantinople, avith - an Hccound of its 
HO Original; and the Conqueſt of it 4 2 ä 
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XVII To Cara Hal, Phyſician * he Grand Signior 
2 110 * vi ns 1732 JE 5 19910 24 


Of bis Grief” and Melancholy a and BG 2 os | 
3 m—_— yoo „e 211 3 
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XVIII. To Muſu Abu l Yahyan, Profeſſor ff Philoſo- 
phy at Fe, 226 
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Mahmut che Arabian at Paris, to Mirmado- 
lin, Holy Santone of the Vale of Sidon. 
| , One SO ER noms zalc blog 
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1 I, 8 ne enen 
HY was I made a Man to endure theſe 
VVV . cruel Agonies, of which no other Specist 
V. Y of known Beings can poſſibly be capable: 
Dr why, at leaſt, was J particularly formed of ſuch, a 
onſtitution, as to. attract the Eyils which are ſcattered 
p and down the World, and Piece · meal:droꝑped an 
e Naitvities of other Mortal Men; whilt I: alone am 
dade the common Sink of Human Miſery? Surely 
ay partial Horoſcope, monopolized the moſt Envenom- 
d 4/pegs of the Stars, without partaking of the leaſt 
enign and favourable Glance. The Planets had laid 
P an ancient deep Reſerve of fatal influences, which 
ey poured out at large upon the very Moment of ty . 

rth, _ Nor, could the careful Mideuifa with all her 
Vos. Vi © B kl 


'2* LT TERAS Writ by Vol. VII. L 
Skill and-Charms, defend my tender, dudiile, reek-: (i 
ing Body, from the invincible Catara&s, which; flowed i 

n —>- all the / envious Signs and Conſtellation: i Z 


One My Role Life has been but one continued Tra- 1 
y. wherein the various Change of Scenet hath not re- 1 1 
Feved me from the leaſt real Evil hid behind, but only 
amuſed my Senfe with ſome new Pageantry, fome fair 
1dea of Honour, Pleaſure or Profit; When before the 
of CT was done, found my ſelf cajoled, overwhelmed 3 
- freſh alamities, Misfortunes which I never dreamed s 


. 1 


— on chat the Oumipotent, when from - eternal ſilent 
Thought, he drew the Ideas of every Species, and every 
Individual Bring, which he deſigned for actual Ex. 
iſtence in the World, had formed me for a Tree, an 
Herb, a Blade of Graſs, a Stone, a Muſhroom, ori | 
any inſenſible thing, incapable of Pleaſure or Pain, of 
Grief or Joy, or ot er Paſſ ions, Which hourly thus tor. 
ment our human Race: I had been then a happy Ner- 
zer to all falſe Shews of Happineſs, and real Senſe of 
Miſery. Oh! that I had been an Oak, a Beech, 2 
Palm, or Cypreſs of the Foreſt : For then, if Vegetabli 
have any feeling of their own State, I ſhould be on 
touched with ſecret Pleaſure, when the gentle Wind 
ſhould play among my amorous Branches, and teach mi 
wanton Leaves to dance the Meaſures of young harm 
"leſs Love ; or when I felt the ſeaſonable Rain diſtilling a. 
on my withered Bark, and from thence ſliding to b bb 
thirſty Roots; or when great Phebus prints warm vigor Of 
- ous Kiſſes on my Cheeks and Neck. But if this be to 
proud a Thought, I wiſh I had been only ſome humbly 
iShrub, ſome Pigmy Plant, ſome vegetable Dwarf, 
Page unto the mighty Trees, ſubſiſting on the Prof ; or 
and Fragments of their large Banquets, meekly cringinf 
- at their Feet; whilſt I ſtood ſafe and free from Storm fur 
under the Shade of their extended Boughs, in happf 
los, Obſcurity. 
When I paſs through the Fields, and ſee the harmlef 
Sheep browzing upon their tender Graſs, and hear thei 
Tong to their wanton Lambs, I cannot chuſe but ei 
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Vol. VII. 4 Sr ac PAxis. 3 
vy them a Life ſo void of Care and Pain. They range 
and ſport at large in Flowery Meadows near ſome 
= Cryftal-Stream, or take the Paſtares of the Mountains: 
IT whilt chearful Shepherds tune their Pipes, and fing in 
Praiſe of Amaryllis, Daphne, Sylvia, or ſome other 
Nymph ; and watchful «barry on the Plain, 
to give the Alarm, and chaſe away fly Wolves, and 
other ravenous Beaſts. INT 
= After I have let my Envy fix itſelf a while on theſe, 
IF a warbling Melody from neighbouring Groves divert- 
eth my melancholy Thoughts, and turneth them to 
new objects. Then I lament my Fate in that I was not 
ent made a Nightingal, a Thruſh, a Lark, or any of the 
ery i feather'd Choir, who with ſweet chearful Notes ſalute 
7x. Aurora and the riſing Sun, and chirp all Day the Prai- 
an 8 ſes of that Source of Warmth and Life who veſteth the 
or Earth in green Attire, who decketh the Trees with ver- 
os dant Leaves, and filleth the World with Light. They 
chirp and fly from Tree to Tree, from Bough to Bough, 


other; but ou away their Time in innocent Security 
and harmleſs Pleaſures. | | 
= Methinks the Worms and little Reptiles of the Earth 
are happier far than I. They crawl and creep about 
in hollow Trees, in Clefts of Rocks and Crannies 
of the Ground to hunt for Food and for Divertiſement. 
They live at Eaſe without being racked by ſupernu- 
merary Cares and Fears. And if ſome ruder Foot of 
Man or Beaſt ſhall trample them by Chance to Death, 
or more malicious Hand with Stone or other Weapon 
in ſhall wilfully bereave them of their Life, it is done ſa 
ſuddenly that they have no Senſe of Pain ; Whereas my 
Life is a conſtant Martyrdom, a long continued Series 
of Torments; | 
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"ly purſue my Life. The Kindneſſes that I have ſown, 


come to Perfection: He ſtealeth behind us in all our | 


4 Letters: Wrir by Vol. VII. 
I do not complain of the Diſtempers and Maladies 
which aflit my Boay, altho' thoſe are ſometimes ſo 
violent as to make me wiſn for Death, that ſo I might 
be at Eaſe: But it is the fretting Anguiſn of my Mind, 
72 forceth all the ee eee me. 
I am embarraſſed in the World: Snares compaſs me 
round about; my, own good Nature has betrayed me : 
thoſe of my Blood conſpire againſt me; they hunt me 
up and down-like'a Partridge in the Wood; the cloſe- - 


S KO: 
DONE 


ring up in my Blades of hitte Ingratitude and Perfidy. 3M 
0 | ES bring forth 0 ſtink es Weeds, 1 
inſtead of pleaſant Flowers and wholſome Fruits. Ta- 
ot häth ſet his F oot in all my Works. ; That ſly inter- I 
oping Spirit hateth to ſee any good Thing proſper, or 


Ways; and as faſt as we weave any Web of Virtue, he 
ſecretly unravelleth it, or deformeth the Work with in- 
termixing ſome Threads of Vice. I am weary. of ſtriving 
againſt the Current of my Fate. O! that I were as # 
though 1 had never been]! That my Soul were drench- | 
ed in Lethe's foggetful Waters, where all paſt Things 
are buried in eternal Oblivion! Then would my An- 
guiſh be at an End; whereas I am now rowled about 
upon a Wheel of Miſeries. | „ 3 
Holy Santone, when thou ſhalt read this, pity me; 
and amidſt thy divine Ejaculations dart up Mab. r 
mut's Soul to Paradiſe, on the Point of a. ſtrong 
Thought, that ſo at leaſt I may have a Moment's Re 9 
pite from my conſtant Sadneſs, | 4H 
| <2 


Paris, 27th of the zd Moon, 
of the Tear 1667. 
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e: 9 ö is, 1 {44 1 N . * 8 
me HERE is now ſome Probability of a Peace be- 
ſe-⸗ twieen the Engliſh and the Dutch : which will alſo 
n, Neconeile this Croaun to that of Great-Bri, ain; ſince the 


ung of Fance engaged in this War, only on the Account 
f the Dutch his Allies. The Advances towards this AG 
ommadation, took their Riſe from the Alliance lately 

oncluded between the States of the United Provinces, 
or he King of Deumarſ, the Duke of Brandenburgh, and 


our he Princes of Brunjwick. The King of England pro- 
he eſteth againſt the Dutch, as the firſt Aggreſſors, in 
in- hat they had taken above two hundred of his Merchant 
ing Phips before he offered the leaſt Act of Hoiiliry. Which 
s Ihe Seates ſeeming to acknowledge, deſire the King to 
ch- WW ppoint ſome Neutral Place of Treaty with them and their 


Allies in Order to a Peace, the Security of Navigation, 
ind the Eſtabliſnment of Commerce for the future. 
Here is great Joy for the Birth of a young Princeſi of 
hom the Queen was deliver'd on the 2d of the Moon of 
, 7 anuary. She is call'd God's Neew Year's-Gift to France 3 
In regard, the firſt Day of that Moon begins the Year 
Vith the Chrifians, And it is common among them to 
end mutual Gifts and Preſents to one another at that 
AW'ime, which they call New-Near's Gifts. And fo it 
Meems, God A/mighty has appeared very Modiſh and Com- 
laiſant in thus timing the Nativity of the Roya/ Babe: 
Por which they expreſs their Thanks in revelling, 
Dancing, Ballads, and a thouſand other Vanities. And 
heſe Divertifements continue to this Time, it being 
ie Nazaranes Carnival; a Seaſon conſecrated to Sport: 
nd Mirth, to Liberty, Buffoonry and all manner of 
omical and ridiculous Apiſhneſs. - . n 
During this Time, you ſhall ſee an infinite Variety of 
dd Humours, and mimical Actions in the open Streets 
ccording to every —_ particular Fancy. Here yon 
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6 LArTERS Writ by Vol: VIL 
mall meet with one dreſſed half in the French and half i 
in the Spaniſb Faſhion,” On the left ſide of hisHead hangs 
dangling down along thick curled Peruke, which reaches ſh 
to his Breaſt, while on the Right you ſee nothing but his 
own Hair croped cloſe to his Ears. A long Muſtach as 
black as Jet, graces the Right Side of his upper Lip; 
whilſt on the Left, he is as beardleſs as a Boy of ſeven 
Years old. And'ſo from Head to Foot, he wears two 
contrary Garbs. One walks with Gloves upon his Feet, 
and Shoes upon his Hands: Another wears his Breeches 
like a Mantle on his Shoulders. Here comes a ſtately 3 
Coach, jogging along with a grave ſlow Pace and drawn 'W 
by Six fair Horſes, as if ſome Prince or Cardinal were 
in it: when behold there is nothing but a ſilly 4/ puts 
forth his giddy head with flapping Ears, half drunk 
with the jolting unaccuſtomed Motion. Sometimes he 
brays aloud, and then the Rabblefall a laughing. Athou- $ 
ſand other Fopperies there are, not worth thy Know- 
ledge: For both the Noble and the Vulgar are all upon 
the Frolick at this Time, and indulge their wanton Fan- 
cies to the Height. But it is a fatal Seaſon for the poor 
Cats; few of which eſcape the Multitude, whoſe pecu- - 
liar Paſtime it is to toſs theſe Creatures in a Blanket till 
they are dead; or elſe to tye them two and two together 
by the Tails, and then theywill bite and ſcratch one ano- 
ther to Death, The Cocks alſo are generally great Mar- 
tyrs during the Carnival? The Rabble have a hundred 
cruel Ways to murder them in Sport. All their Devices 
are inhuman and bloody. They did not learn theſe pro- 
Phane Courſes from Jeſus, or any of the Prophets or A. 
poſtles of God: But they are the Reliques of Gentile Va- 
nity, in the Beginning connived at by the Prieſis the 
eaſier to retain their Proſelytes in Obedience; who would 
rather have parted with thetr New Religion, than with 
their old barbarous Cuſtoms. And thus the Pagan Foo- 
leries were handed down to the Poſterity of the Primi-Þ 
tive Chriſtians, and were adopted into the Family of 
Church Traditions : And Men are not more zealous for I 


the Gofpe/ it ſelf, than for theſe ridiculous Prophanations _ 
of it: So dangerous a Thing it is for Governors, by a 


5 criminal 


FIL ol. VII. 42 Spy at PARTS. 7 7 
riminal Indulgence, to permit their- Subject any Liber 

, which interferes with the. Fundamental Principles of 
Mae Law : For ſuch a Diſpenſation onxe granted paſſeth 
Into a Precedent, which in Proceſs of Time, becometh 
pf equal Force with the Law it ſelf. And by ſuch pre: 
poſterous Methods of winning and retaining Converts, 
briſtianity arrived to the Height of Corruption it is 
row infected with. "606 e 
Sage Minister, it was for this Reaſon Gad raiſed up our 
ah Prophet, and gave him a new Law, with Power to 
reform and chaſtiſe the Infidels. He planted the Unge- 
ed Faith with Scymetar in Hand; not palliating or 
encouraging the ſmalleſt vicious Practice; but ſubduing 
all Things by the Dint of Reaſon, or the keen Edge of 
che Sword. God haften his Return; for the Prevarica- 
"IF tions of this Age require it. Tos 


4 Paris, 27th of the 24 Moon, RD FRE ket 
L of the Year 1669. = Sr 06a 
LENT oo os 

To Dgnet Oglou. , \ 

Fe K 


1 Believe thou haſt not forgot the Obſervations we uſed 
to make on the Religion of the Chriſtians, when we 
were Nawe, together in Sicily, How ridiculous ſome of 
their Practices appeared to us, and yet what a Sanctity 
was manifeſt in others? How much we approved tha 
Majeſty of their public Worſhip, the Solemnity of their 
High-Maſs, the Gravity of their Proceſſion. # And yet 
how great was our Diſguſt, when we conſidered that al} 
theſe Honours were performed to Figures and Statues 
of Stone, Wood, Silver, Gold, or other Materials, the 
Creatures of the Painter or Carver? + 
Mie ſcanned theirDo&rines alſo, which we learned from 
their Priefts and Books, and deſcanted variouſly on them, 
as they were more or a conform to the Truth, and to 
= | | o 3 the 


1 FS  Lerrexs ri by Vol. VII. 
the Volume brought down from Heaven. In a word, 
Wwe praiſed the Good, and cenſured what was Evil in 
their” Harth and Manners, or at leaſt what we thought 
to be ſo; for herein we followed the Dictates of our ſl 
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But no in our riper Years, if we ſhould call over 
our formen Thoughts, perhaps we ſhould be of a diffe- 
rent Judgment and find Matter to condemn even in our. ⁵ 
ownpalt Cenſures: For whatever we might then think 
of the Navarre ; upon a maturer Search, I cannot find 
them to be al nigerhibr ſuch groſs /do/aters and Infdels, 
as we and all Mu//ulmans, are apt to believe. . 
That which gives me the greateſt Scandal is, That 
the Doctors entertain fome unwarrantable Speculations Mt 
about Throe:Sabfances in One Eſſence, and are too ven- 
turous in their Thoughts concerning: the Eternal Genes 
ration of the WORD, and Emanation of the BREATH, 7% 
by which they ſay, All Things were Created,” and are 
conſerved in their Beings. They teach a Doctrine re- 
ugnant to the Alcoran, when they ſay, That God bas 
a 2 himſelf. 888 1 
As to the Incarnation of Jeſus the Son of Mary, the 
Nazarenes aſſért nothin g, but what is ſuitable to the 4. 
coran, which teaches us, that he is the WORD of God. 
In the Hifory of his Life, they indeed come ſhort of the 
Mufſulnans : There being not the leaſt mention made, 
in the whole Bol of the Goſpel; of many Paſſages of his I 
' Infancy and tender Years, wherewith the Alcoran, with „ 
other Holy Books and Traditions of the Antients, acquaint i 
the true Believeis. The Me/erger of God tells us, that 
2 ſpoke in his Cradle, reſolved Doubts, cleared up 
| akes, and preached the Unity of the Divine E/- 
* ſente; Other Writings alſo inform us, that while he was 
* young, he formed the Figures of divers Birds and 
* Beafts of Clay and his own Spittle, and having breath- 
ed on them they became living Creatures, and proſtrat- 
ed themſelves at his Feet. They relate alſo that he 
ads Pigeon; which fle w up and down through divers 
„[Regidns, and brought him News of whatever was done 
©. inte. Cult of foreign Princes; and that from D þ 
5 | | OILY 
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VIE 4. Ser KP! 
er nis Birib to that of bis Tranſlation, twelve Angeli 


--aadiſe. Of theſe things the Cbriſſi am are ignorant, and 


3 of many other Paſſages. So that in the whole it ia evi- 


er dent, that the Ifuſſulnant have à more particular Re- 


e- lation of. the Li of eus, thanthe Chriftians themſelves: 

have, ſince we recount .thoſe Miracles, and other A 
1k tions of hie, whereof the Goel is ſilent. 
Hat then, on the other ab rech believe Things 


F concerning his Death, whereof neither the Aeoran, nor 


any other of our Vritings or 7 _ make any men- 
tion, unleſs it be to confute the Error of the'Nazarenes. 
in that Point. I have heard the Arguments of their 
learned Dochori, and comparing them with: our Qbjec+ 
tions, I know not well what to conclude. 
They inſiſt much on the publick Signs and Wonders, 
e chat fell out at that Time of the fuppoſed Crutifxion of 
the Maſiab; the rending of Rocks, opening of Graves, 
Reſurrection of many Dead, and the preter- natural E- 


Sther Part of the Horizox at the ſame Moment ;: 


ſel, he anſwered to his Name : Upon which the: Vo 


4, 4% ben vben comeft-t6. the Ila af che Falodes, No. 


Aist it ah, ret theigredt Pan is dead. Which he did 


c accordingly, and there followed a horrible Howlin 
and Roaring from the Shore of that Iſland. This Paſ« 

Z ſage was afterwards:made known to the Senats of Rome, 
Who thereupon; at the Inſtance of.: ſome noble Romansz 
ſent to enquire in che Pruvintat, Whether any-remarks 
able Perſoꝶ Rad- died vn that Day And they were in- 
formedy That che Faunhad on tlik ſame Day put 0 
Death Jus the Son of 1 2 And Tab 2 
N 7 FOTy 
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To LxrTIISs Writ by Vol. VII. 


Gods ;. but in this he was oppoſed by the Senate, be- 


the Worla, as the Chriſtians believe, and that there is 


of the Vorl, and the other not believing that he was 


— 


Step to Mankind's Happineſs after Adam's Fall; and 
they placed Judas (who betrayed Fe/us to the Jews) | 


Aroment in the World's Redemption. 


they deny fo n This 5s maren drang 2 their 


ror, on the Credit of this Paſſage, being alſo inform 
ed of the Miracles which Jeſus wrought among, 
the Jews, conceiving an immediate Veneration for ſo 1 
divine a Perſon, cauſed his Statute to be ſet up in the 
Capitol, and would have had him:numbered among the, 


cauſe they had before decreed, - That no _ hppa 9 


ſhould be added to the Kalendar. dn 4 : = 
In theſe things Irely on the Account which _ Chri- % 1 


Bias, give of the Death of Jeſus, though they bring Au- 
thorities alſo and Teſtimonies of their very Enemies, 
and inveterate Perſecutors, the Gentiles ; who therefore, Ml 
one would think, cannot be ſuſpected of Partiality, In. 
8 I know not what to think of theſe Tbings. For 

it be true that Jeſus died on the Cre for the Sirs of lM 


no other Way to be ſaved but by believing this; then 
in what a ſad Condition are all the Fews and Muſul-. 
mans, the one glorying in having murdered the Saviour 


murdered ? The firſt ſeem to merit moſt of Men; ſince 
tho” the Act was cruel in itſelf, yet according to this 
Do@rine it brought Salvation to all our, Race: And there- 
fore there were a Sort of Chriſtians in former Times, 
who worſhipped the Serpent that tempted Le, becauſe 
according to their Faith, that Temptation was the firſt 


among the Saints, for having been fo eam rah an In. [ 


If Jeſus be the Saviour of Men, it is abſolutely ne · 1 
ceflary to believe in him. But whether he be, or ba 2 
not, the Faith of the Chriſtians in that Paint. cannot | 
hurt them, fince our Holy Propheti himfalf has. taugmm 
vs, That Chriſtians ſhall be ſaved; as well as the all- 
mans: Wbereas the iChriftrans | ſay: it is i poſſible for 
any to be ſaved; who/follow:the. Lawiof e, 80 
that they hate our own Grant fontheit Salvation, which 
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For my part, I tell thee ingenuouſly, were: I convinc- 


ed that 7e/vs was the Son of Gop,:and chat he ſuffered 


Death for the Sake of Men, I could readily embrace 
moſt of the other Tenets of Chriſtianity without Scru- 


Y ple, I ſhould not be frighted at their Invocation of 


Saints ſince it is the ſame as we do our ſelves practiſe; 
nor would their Images and Pictures ſtartle my Faith; 


1 ſhould look upon theſe and a thouſand more, as 


Things indifferent in themſelves, and only made law- 
ful or unlawful by the Sanction of Divine Authority. 
I ſhould be moſt puzzled to know what Church to fix 
in among ſo many, all pretending to the right Way, I 
have examined rheir different Opinions, and find Rea- 
ſon, or ſomething very like it, on both Sides. I ad- 


8 mire the 4b/tinence of the Greeks, Armenians, and gene- 


rally of all the Eaſtern Chriſtians ; yet their Ignorance 
diſtates me. I honour the Learning and Politeneſs of the 
Roman Church, and could almoſt vail to their Pretenſions 
of iniiquizy, Univerſality, and incorrupt Doctrine; but 1 
am highly ſcandalized at their Licentiouſneſs, Pride, and 
Crue/ty, There is much to be argued: for the Copris, 


Abylſins, Melchites, the Chriſtians of St. Fohn, and other 


Churches; but more to be ſaid againſt them. In fine, 
if I were to turn Criſtian I ſhould be in a Wilderneſs, 
not knowing which Path to take, for fear of. miſſing 
the right. <4, | 1 5 1 

In the State therefore wherein I am, I will think ho- 


nourably of Fe/us, as alſo of Mary, his Mother; who, 
at her daily Return from the Temple, found a thouſand 
. 8. Sorts of Flowers in her Oratory. I will not ſpeak evil 


of any Perſon that has the Character of a Saint; but in 


general, will deſire the Interceſſion of all that are near 


to Gop; it is ten to one, if ſome of them do not vouch- 
ſafe to pray for me. But whether they do or not, God 
hears me, and obſerves my Devotion; and if he pleaſe, 
my Petitions ſhall be granted. As for the reſt, I will 


endeavour in all things to do as I would be done to, keep- | 


ing my Conſcience free from Stain, ſo that I may die 
in Peace; and what becomes of me afterward, it is in 
vain to be ſolicitous, ſince the Decfees of Fats en 


verſible, | ell 


| 
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Tell me yow,'tny Friend, whether theſe Thoughts 
| ns Refolves be not more agreeable to Humanity, than 
to; be à furious Big for I Fn ow not what: Is hat a 
commendable Zeal for Religion, which under pretence i 
of defending, the Truth, ſticks not to aſſert a thouſand 1 
Lies ? Of chat a laudable Charity for Souls, which in 
order to their Salvation takes infinite Pains to ſet the 
World together by the Ears, and embroil Mankind in 
Perpetbal Wars? What elſe do thoſe Diſturbers of hu- 
= Race, who not content with the Limits which the 
Fortune of their Birth has ſet them, invade the peace- 
able Poſſeſhons of their Neighbours, commit all Sorts of 
Violences, Rapinee, and Outrages ; and all this under 
Pretext of reforming the Manners of Men, introdueing 
"Parity of Religion, and fulfilling the Will of Heaven? 
As if it were a Mark of a Divine Commiſſion, to be bar- 
*barouſly unjuſt, perfidious, and ſavage ; and that the 
Height of Piety confiſted in ſhedding human Blood ! 
+ For my part, I cannot approve of theſe Practices, and 
therefore think it ſafer to ſtand aloof from all Religions 
; thus cruelly eſtabliſhed, than by entring into their in- 
human Secrets, and ſwearing to their ſanguine Articles, 
Incorporate my ſelf with profeſſed Murderers, under. 
the Notion-of being a good Man. NF 
Happy are thoſe innocent Nations of the Baft, who 1 
from their firſt Progenitors have kept inviolate the Law i 
Nature; who have never defiled themſelves with the 
' Blood of Man or Beaſt; but every one contenting him- 
\ felf with his ative Home- ſtall, and the Fruits of his 
- own Land, makes no Encroachments on thoſe that 
N "dwell. near hini, nor butchers the harmleſs Animals to 
atify his ill- natured Appetite. Theſe fit under the 
Shade of their own Trees, and bath themſelves in the | 1 
« adjoinihg Streams; They go in Peace into the Houſes 
of their Rural Gods, and preſent them with Flowers, 
Rice, Fruits, and ſuch as the Ground bringeth forth: 4 
They never dream of foreign Conqueſts, nor are trou- I 
bled with domeſtick Broils, but lead their Lives in a 
ee Franquillity and Innocence. All that they 1 
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re of * is the Continuance of thoſe harmleſs all 7 


Delight i 


ol. Vit a Ser at Pakis.( 13 
Mengzhts the at preſent enjoy. As for the tumultuary, 


an eafures of other Mortals, they have them in Con- 
a mpt. This is an Umbrage of the Felicity we are 
de omiſed in Paradiſe. where the Sound of the Drum 


| nd the Trumpet ſhall not be hard, and the Inſtruments 
f War ſhall be of no Uſe. „„ 


* 


If thou chargeſt me with Inconſtancy in my Opini- 


xe 
in ns, I neither deny it, nor am aſhamed ; it being bet- 
1- Mer to change one's Thoughts every Day than to be 


ixed in Error all one's Life. This to a Friend. 


A Paris, 18th of the 3d Moor, 
e the Year 1667. 


I. ET T E R Iv. 
To Aſis, Baſſa. 


n- HE Warriors and Mechanicks, Stateſmen and 
'S, 8 | Fidlers, Courtiers and Huſhandmen, Students 
er Wand Chimney-ſweepers, are all taken up in difcourſi 


of the mighty Preparations the Grand Sigmor is making 
o befiege Camdia. They talk of fifteen thouſand Pio- 
neers, Who are at work in order to this grand Under- 


ne taking; and that the City is blocked up by an Army 
n- of ſixty thouſand Men: That they have been raiſing 


Batteries round about it ever ſince the Moon of Decem- 
er; and that the Sultan is reſolved to win this impor- 
tant Place, though he hazard half the Ortomam Empire. 
0 This is refreſhing News to Mabmut, who has heard 
nothing but improſperous Stories of the Mufſulmans 
Arms theſe many Years. Now I begin to lift up my 


rs, Head and take Courage, when the Empire of True Be. 
1 : 88 evers makes ſome Noiſe and Figure in the World: 
u- whereas my Heart perpetually drooped before, I was 

a like one among the Dead. f F 4 — 25 
ey It was but laſt Year when the Nazarenes could boaſt, 
15 That notwithſtanding all the Menaces and Preparations 


of 


114 


circumciſed Nations. 
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of the Grand Signior, yet the Venetiaus were the firſt in 
Field by Land, and appeared earlieſt with their Fleet at 
Sea, doing wonderful Things in Dalmatia, and block- 
ing up Carea in the Iſle of Candy : Now it is to be 
hoped, they will change their Note, and begin to 
conſider what a formidable Force they have provok- Wl 
ed againſt them, even the Puiſſance of all Ma, Men of 
War from their Nativities, an Army of ſele& and cho: 
ſen Soldiers, undaunted Heroes, Sons of Thunder, mag- 
. 3 7 N s 2 
nanimous, invincible, and deſtined to vanquiſh the «»- i 


My Heart is revived within me at the Contempla- 1 
tion of ſure and certain Victories, attending this glo- 


rious Expedition. My Spirits are dilated with Joy ; 1 


celebrate a Dunalma in my Breaſt. I am like an Arabian 
Horſe, that foams, curvets, and paws the Ground in 
Fierceneſs, when he hears the Sound of the Trumpet 
warning to Battle; his Eyes fparkle with martial Fury, 
2 Smoak goes out of his Noftrils, he lifts up the Voice 
of his Courage, his Rider can hardly reſtrain him. So 
I am all in Tranſport at theſe good Tidings: 1 can 
hardly contain my ſelf within the Compaſs of Modera- 
tion. As old as | am, I feel a youthful Vigor ſtirring 
in my Veins ; Methinks I long to be in the Heat of the 
ſacred Combat, in the thickeſt Clouds of Gunpowder- i 
Smoak, to ſtand the Shock of Showers of Bullets, ori 
with my Scymetar in hand to hew my Way to immor- 
tal Honour and Felicity: For thoſe who die in this 
Cauſe go ftrait to Paradi/e. But I muſt be contented il 
with this tame humble Pe, and ſerve the Grand Sig- 
ior in the Manner preſcribed by my Superiors. I tell 
thee, it is no ſmall Mortification for an active Spirit to 
be thus confined. But Reſignation becomes every 
good Myſſulman ; and I willingly ſacrifice my Paſſions 
to the Pleaſure of the Grandees of the Porte, and the 
Intereſt of the Ottoman Empire. 

Here I fit, like a Fox in his Den, watching the Mo- 
tions of the [zfide/s: If any thing occurs worthy. of 
Notice, out I bolt upon it, and make it my Prey, and 
ſend it as a Preſent to the auguſt Miniſters, I write n 
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1 by turns, and therefore. none e bas Reaſon to cake 


Exceptions. + 11 


1 | 
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ck. If chou wouldeſt know what they as d in 
be be Court of France; They are muſtering the King's 

to Troops ; they are revelling and feaſting at Verſailles the 
0k- King's new Palace, where the Princes exerciſe them- 
of les with the noble, Piſcipline, which they call rur - 


no 


5 2 ve 
LY . 
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un- 
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ing in Squadrons. Whilſt Thouſands of . flock 
laily to Verſailles from Paris and all the adjacent 
ountries round about, partly to be SpeRators of theſe 
Royal Paſtimes, and partly to behold. that gorgeous 
*abrick, which is eſteemed the faireſt and moſt mags 
gificent in the World... 

Serene Baſſa, this Monarch. has, a vaſt Gaim  what- 
ſoever he undertakes he: accompliſhes, and all his Per- 
formances are ſurprizingly reat. He has a deep Fore- 
eaſt, and ſeldom fails in his 4 = Dany of what will pro» 
bably come to paſs. He is happily made, born, and 
brought up. A Prince, ore would think, e by 
rate for the Empire of the West. 

KRenowned / Afr, I kiſs the Hem of thy jlloftrions 
Robe, and with a profound. Obeiſance ud. thee Adieu. | 


la- 
10. A 4 


ne Paris, 20th of the 4th Moon, 5 f.... 
— i . — Fear, Rn . = 3 v2 
i ttc: 5:11 2 
ed 87 o > Haſradar-Baſh WIT T reafurer 70 the 
47 Sultan. 

to! T AM PERSIST it is now time fr Jo to * refol ute, 
ry | bold, and aſſured in my own Conduct: For it is in 


1% to ak Counſel of the ſublime Miniſlers. I have ad- 
dreſſed my ſelf at certain Seaſons to them on that ac- 
gount, ever e. I came firſt to Paris: But not one of 


o- them has youchſafed me an Anſwer, or given me any 
of Panel inſtruct aftions how to deport | my. ſelf in an 
1d 


emer Fw be 75 "of Diſcoyery: Whether, I ſhould own 
my. mr an Agent for the Grand Si gnior, or deny it; whe- 
ther I ſhoalt boldly ffand the Brune of all Events, 
er 


ll} 


% 
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or ſty to Artifices and Evaſions; wWhetlier I ſhould per- 
fiſt in acting the Moldavian, and continue to perſonate 
4 Christian Student; an Eccleſtaſtical Candidate under the i 
feign'd Name of Titss; or frankly tell them I am 2 
Mauſſulman, an Arab, and ſecret Slawe of the Sultan. 

-' Fought to have been certified in theſe Caſes; and 
not left at Random to gueſs, at this vaſt Diſtance, the 
Pleaſures of my Superior But fince it is their Will 
thus to make tryal of my Fidelity, Prudence and Skill 
in warding off the Aſſaults of commen Chance, Mis- 
fortune, and the Attempts of ſly deſigning Men, I will 


2 


be as cunning as I can, without embaraſſing my Peace 


witli conſtant panick Fears and apprehenſiefsof Tknow 1 
not what, No vain Endeavours to avoid the fixed-De- 8 
erte of Fate ſhall make nis change my Lodging, or fly 
from every menacing Contingency. I will rather truſt 
to Providence and preſent Courage, the Juſti ce of my 

Cauſe and Native Innocence leaving the Event to De/tiny. 

By what 1 have ſaid; thou wilt perceive I am in ſome i 


Trouble; and I can aſſure thee, thou art not miſtaken, 
J am hattered, hunted up and dewn, and perſecuted i 
worſe than the Foxes; Hares, and Hinds near: Auma. 


— 
* - _ * =_ — 
— - = — — — - - - 
e A . — 
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Happineſs of a natural Death; they would not have 
me go down to the Grave in Peace. I have been im- 
priſoned, threatened, dogged up and down the Streets, 
aſſaſſinated in the dark, had my Chamber ſearched, 
my Letters in danger of being, ſeized, with thoſe of 


; Po ef hs 8 ö e * LY g bs. 
the Supreme Miniſters. I have. fun the-fiſque i6f a Dit. 


covery, by meeting caſually: an Infidel, whoſe Slave 1 
once was at Palermo in Sep: I have been ungermiy: Y 
as Naz 


and by Salma thy Conf Let in all J ſe Perils 118 


haveacquitted my ſelffaithfully, come of with Succeſs, 
and ſaved the Honour of my Sovereign; which is the 
only Thing for which Jam ſolicitous. But for- ought 


1 


1 know, my Care may prove'in vait, a the ETiß 


Which I have ſo long, fortunately” 47 2 = yo 
ſurprize and ruin nie. As ta my felf, I'care' fer hät 
becomes of me; and if the Sec f my Conimifibn be 


4 : / 9 7 PY a. ta * 1; 
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a. vealed, let the Minifters of the Port anſwer for that, 

vo would never give me the leaſt Direction. 
About two or three Years ago, I was forced to re- 
ore from my old Lodging, where I had refided ever 
Wnce my firſt coming to Paris. The Dangers that then 
faulted me, drove me to this Houſe, where I ſtill am, 
n a very obſcure Place by the Wall of the City. Yet 
ven hither am I purſued by watchful Enemies: New 


"all 4 Hazards threaten me on all Hands. But I am reſolved 
es fly no more, unleſs it be into the#City Ditch, where I 


an find Admittance through my Land/ord's Cellar: 
There is a private Paſſage, dug perhaps in elder Times, 


dy Chance, or by Direction of thoſe that know it. The 
itch is dry, the Door of the Houſe always lock'd ; and 
Iny truſty Z/ ſwears no body ſhall come in by Day of 
Night, till I have made a ſafe Retreat. So that if all 
me She Officers in Paris ſhould come to ſearch, I ſhould 
dave time to pack up my Papers, and link away into 
ny lurking Hole. And if they ſhould by monſtrous 
Accident find the concealed Avenue, I could ſoon flip 
Mnto the Fields through the laſf Pofern in the Wall, an 
we ock them in beyond the Poſſibility of Purſuit; whilſt I 
ook care to hide my ſelf afreſh, or leave the Country. 
te, . This is my final Reſolution, if ever I am put to an 
xtremity again. In the mean time, I deſire thee to 


g ke it part of thy Care, that Mahmut ſhall not want 
i er Money to carry on the Sultan's private Affairs with - 
* + Put a Baulk. I do not demand unreaſonable Things: 
45 et me but live, and have enough to defray the neceſ- 
1 1 Expences of my Serwrce, and that is all I crave, But 
er my Supplies be well timed and proportioned, that I 
1s, ay huſband my Penſion to the beit Advantage: Or 
the elſe I muſt always preſs, and that is a Thing I hate. 1 
alt Wave writ to all the Treaſurers that went before thee on 
il A he ſame Account, and with equal Boldneſs. There- 
- I ore take not in ill Part what comes from blunt Sinceri- 


y and conſtant full Def res to ſerve effectually the 
| | . | |  ” Grand 
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Paris, 94% of the 6th Moon, 


1 Know not whether I ſhall live to hear from these 


9 


1 
A 2 
FJ 


Grand Signior, It will be very eaſy for thee to anticipate ll 
Mzahmut's Expectations without exceeding the Orders, 
which thou haſt received. Money be damned, if. we 
could breathe and ſerve our Friends, and carry on the. 
Affairs of human Life without it. I am an Arab, and 
could as frely paſs away my Time in harmleſs Ram- 
bles over the-Prowinces of Aſa; as thus to be confined 
to narrow fretting Circumſtances, the only Effects of 
too unſhaken, unregarded, and incorruptible Loyalty. 
Wealthy Diſpenſer of the Ottoman Gold, I aſk no 
Alms, but my. appointed Salary; in ſending of which, 
J defire thee to remember the old Roman Proverb, 
which ſays, That he gives twice, who gives in Seaſon. Ml 
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of the Year 1667. 
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Tv Nathan Ben Saddi, a Jew at Vienna. 
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again, or to ſend thee another Letter. Age, Sick 
neſs, Misfortunes, together with the Malice of Men, 

have laid a thouſand Snares for my Life; I am as it 


were, hunted by Nature, Prewidence, Deſtiny, and 
Chance, into the very Toils of Death; from whence i 
will be very difficult for me to eſcape. ' Not to amuſe 
thee, I am in danger of being diſcovered, ſeized, im- 
133 and then thou knoweſt, I can expect no 
eſs than to be put to the Torture, and racked with :io 
thouſand Inventions of Cruelty, that ſo they may force 
me to confeſs what I am, and what my Buſineſs is ini 
this Kingdom and City, where I have reſided ſo man) 
— | N * 
J was ſuſpected by Cardinal Richlieu for a Muſſul 


man, as I have reafon to believe from ſeveral conf 


vincing Circumſtances'-of that Minifter's Carriage tv 


ol. VII. 2 Sry at Parts. 19 
Nee, ever ſince his firſt Acquaintance with me at Paris. 
ud the ſame Jealouſy cauſed his Succeſſor, Cardinal 
axarini, to put me into the Baſfile, where I was 
ioſely confined for the Space of fix Moons. And I 


__ 1 ight have lain there till this Time, for ought I know, 
aged ad it dot been for the good Conduct and honeſt Fide- 
of o of Eliachim. In fine, though I have hitherto eſca- 


ed Diſcovery, yet I cannot flatter my ſelf that I ſhall 
Always do ſo. If they once lay hold on me again, 
hey will certainly ſearch me for the Scar of Circumci- 
fon ; and then all the Arguments the Wit of Man can 
nd, will not be of force to blind them any longer, or 
ave me from the Vengeance of the State. They will 
ertainly put me to a cruel Death. | 
However, I will baffle them if I can; and if I once 
eſcape, I will bid adieu to Paris, if not to the whole 
Kingdom; being reſolved not to truſt any more to the 
deceitful Security of new Lodgings in this City, and 
vain Removal from one Precin& and Houſe to ano- 
ther : For the very Air of Paris is fatal to me. I am 
never free from Terror, whilſt within theſe melancholy 
Walls. The Genrizs of the Place is at Enmity with 
nine. Every Thing I caſt my Eyes on, ſeems to low'r 
nnd frown upon me: I ſtart at the Voices of Men go- 
lng along the Streets, and diſcourſing about their own 


£28 


len, Affairs: And if any one knocks at the Door, I am 
s 1 Wently upon my Guard, my anxious Soul ſtill labouring 


| Vith fad Preſages of ſome Calamity at hand, ready to 
e 1 ruſh upon me unawares. = | | 


mo | Perhaps I may go to Lyons where a Stranger may live 
im; gan Age concealed, and void of Peril, as in this City. 
no Or I may take a farther Journey to Mar/eilles, Toulon, 


rr any other Sea-Port Town: Where I will expect 
mew Orders from my Superiors. | | 1 2 

In the mean time, thou mayeſt continue to addreſs 
thy Letters as before: For that Courfe can never fail, 
let me be where it pleaſes Heaven. Eliachim will take 
Care of all Things, I writ to the Ha/nader Baff on the 
ame Account, deſiring freſh Supplies of Money; which 
I ſuppoſe will come by the Way of Vienna; If fo, I truſt 


20 | kerrpes Writ by vol. VII. 


to thy Prudence in orderin g my Bills with {peed, and 
the uſual Cautiouſneſs. - 6: 

| Nathas, adieu: And whatever. becomes of me re m0 
thou long and happily to ſerve the Grand Signior, 4 


Paris 5 9th e the 6th Moon, 
| 7 the Tear h " 


9555 ET T E R VII. 1 
55 To o the Venerable Munk. =: q S 


S the poor injured Lats, lens — 6 3 
| . cruel and obdurate Maffers; as the deſpairing A. 1 
ont, who can find no. Juſtice from the Cheicks Cadiis, or 
Cadileſquers, fly immediately to the Serail, to make their i I 
laſt — and ſeek Redreſs from the Great Arbiter 
of human Feuds: So falls poor Mabmut proſtrate at thy 
F _ O Sacred Oracle of Muſſulmans.; beggin g om 
e Authority, whom no Believer dares to - 
what I could never yet obtain from any Miniſter of 
Stars, or Baſſa of tlie Benabr That is, how I muſt act in 4 | 
caſe I am diſcovered, and barely ſuſpeRed, examined 3 
and put to my Oath, concerning my Buſineſs at Pa. 1 
ris ? Lay thy ſpeedy Commands on thoſe whoſe Care it 
ought to be, that no Intelligence, Advice, or Counſel | L 
be wanting to me the faithful Agent of the Port, refid- 4 
ing here incognito, a Spy upon the Iafdels. Or, at leaft, | 
_ vouchſafe to ſend me thy Inſtructions, Rules infallible, i 
—— of perfect Wiſdom, and divine Sagacity. 4 
I cannot for the future ſtand the Brunt of long ſuſ- 9 
fied Caſualties : Events which glimmer from afar, 
ke diſtant Ignes Fatui, or other vagrant Meteors of the 1 | 
Nicht: For ſo Contingencies appear, which are to 
come uncertain, and remote; though ſometimes near at 
hand; yet with deceitful Shew, they ſtill miſlead — ; 
dered Mortals in the dark. So the tired Traveller in 
Libyan Waſtes, is tantalized by mocking Rays of Sands | 
<. | un 


44 


3 
= 


. vn. @ Sr ar Paxis: 22 
We. rifted Heaps, or flying Bodies looſely wafted by 


4 Ne Winds ; on which the Moon and Starr caſting their 

e cams, create Refractions like 3 — 

9 apers ; and ane the diſconſolate Man to hope 
3 7 : ] 


r neighbouring ages or Towns, where he may rel 
is weary Limbs, and find an hoſpitable Entertainment; 
cure from Dragons, Lyons, Tygers, or the more Fierce 
nd Cr] Race of Men, who lurk in ſecret Places of the 
crighting De/art, to rob unwary Strangers, as they paſs. 
It is ſad, moſt Holy Patri arch of the Am ry. that 
en are thus degenerate, and tranſcend the horrid Na- 
ure of the evildeft Beaſts ! But ſadder ſtill, that 'Cirzes, 
rt deſigned for Sanctuaries of the Difirefſed, ſhould be- 
Nome worſe than De/arts, and more Inheſpitable than'the 
FP urlieu of Dragons, or the dreadful Haunts of Lynxes, 
rocodiles, and other Animals of Prey. That Men 
Wretending to be civilized, to live in Community 
nd reciprocal Participation of all good Offices; incor- 
orated by the ſame Laws, for nd other end but to help, 
mc, and defend one another againſt all Foreign Ene- 
ies; ſhould, inſtead of this, prove more barbarous'than 
Mm Wav ages, and more voracious than Canb:/s, whilſt every 


Y T-:3ze: preys on his Neighhour, and devours him whom 
of e has ſworn to protect. They all live by Robbery and 
In B 


poil. The Rich and Potent fleece thoſe whoſe Wealth 

s not ſufficient to defend them from Oppreſſion. Thus 

re Towns and Cities, from celebrated Ręfuges of Men, 

ecome the Der of Thieves, and eruel Murderers. The 

Hole Earth is Rained with the Blood of the Poor: 

he Cries. of Widows and Orphans pierce the Hea- 
ens: The Generations of Men are corrupted, with 

Fraud, Avarice, Perfidy, Ambition, Envy, and a thou- 

16 and other Vices. Brother cannot truſt the Son of his 

ui- x 


. 1 A5 
> it 
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Il 
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n Mother, Fathers are unnatural to their genuine 
Dff-ſpring. Children think the Days tedious which 


che rolong their Parents Lives. Self. Love teaches a Man 
© o betray his Friend, for whom he rather ought to loſe 
rat is Life. An univerſal Defection from Juſtice and 
v1l- | ound Morality reigns every where. 

m But what is moſt ſurprizing, is, that even among 
ou Voſe who bear the glorious Title and Character of the 


True 
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True Faithful Muſſulmans, there ſhould be found a Crew 2 
of Miſcreants, Villains, and Traytors to Gop, his 
| Prophet, and their Sovereign. I ſpeak. not of ſuch „9 
whoſe Genial Inclinations tempt them to commit vulgar 1 
Sins which injure no Man but themſelves. I tax "= 2 
Drunkards, Gameſters, and thoſe amorous Perſons, who 
waſte their Bodies, Time, Eſtates, and ſacrifice their ? 
Reputation to bras pig Theſe are but Venia 
Sins, and ſoon waſhed off, by the appointed Pur:/ica- 
tions, and Penances. A little Water, Duſt, or Sand, with 1 
F afting, and devout Invocation, of the Ema lab, can. 
cels theſe Peccadillbas; they are all put tothe Account of? 
. hnman F railty; e is the Pleaſure of eternal Good-# 
neſs. But I accuſe the blacker Crimes of thoſe, whon 
a Envy ſtimulateth to perſecute their harmleſ / 
Neighbour ; or baſe Ingratitude prompteth to betrays 
their Friends; or native Malice teacheth to ſeek ot 
all Occaſions of doing miſchief in the World. A- buſy, 
reſtleſs Sort of Men - buzzing about like Waſps «ol 
Hornets, ſtinging every one they faſten on. Or uke the 
Punes of Paris, a troubleſome Kind of Inſedts, which 1 
interrupt the ſweet Repoſe of Men, creeping upor 1 
them in their Beds and Slumbers, and ſlily biting 2 
them, to ſuck their Blood. 9 
Such are the Men of whom I now complain ; will 3 
Hatter me from Statagem to Stratagem, from one Re 
trenchment to another; whoſe Crime is double, in tha 
they are Perſons of my own Religion; Profeſſors of ti 
Genuine Faith brought down from Heaven ; Toer 3 
of the Prophet, who could neither write nor cond 3 3 and! Y 
Subjects to the Grand Signior. 3 
It is a long time ſince I had the firſt Occaſion 02 
cuſe ſome at the Seraglio, of private, fly Attempts to ur 
dermine and ruin me, that they might gain my 1.1 
It will ſeem invidious, even in my own Defence, aft 
ſo many Addreſſes to the Miniſters of the Porte, nos 
to repeat their Names, and diſcompoſe thy 50 
Thoughts with black Memoirs of human Malice. It 
not Revenge I ſeek, but for the future how to eſcape 4 
not prevent, the like Conſpiracies. Nor is it for m 10 


2 
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rewſ ir alone, I cheriſh this unuſual Zeal and Care z but 
0 or my Maſter's Intereſt and Honour. 
ich, 


have ſerved near thirty Years in this precarious 
182 tation, and never made the leaſt falſe Step; or, if I 


; nou dave, it was not diſcerned ; which is the ſame Thing 

Who n effect. And I am very unwilling to miſcarry at 

heir ag, through the Treachery of my pretended Friends 

2 ut Conflantinctle, or for want of full Inſtructions from 
ca : 


he Imperial Divan. | 

UF It is-tor this Reaſon, I preſume to addreſs to the 

can Mauſt of thy Feet, Supreme Fudge of the Faithful, begg- 
1 Ing the Interpoſition of thy Paternal Authority on my 

200-2 WB chalf. | . 

hon ' There is one Thing more, which in all Humility I 


aleß ecommend to thy Witdom and Sanctity. I have oſten 
tra) Agwirit to thy Predecęſor on the ſame Account, beſeeching 
7 Him to promote the Tranſlation of Hiftories, and other 
uſy, 


Learned Books,” out of F oreign Languages into Turkiſh 
or Arabic: That ſo Knowledge might flouriſh among 
he Maſſulmans, and the Infidels might have no more 
hiche Ground to call us Barbarous. Let Men ſkilful in Lan- 
e:ages and Sciences be ſought for. There are not 
anting ſuch at Conſtantinople, and in other Parts of 
he Empire. Let them be employed in compiling an 
univerſal Hiſtery of the World in Turkiſh ; more ample, 
true, and correct, than any that has gone before it, in 
reel, Latin, or any other Language. This will bring 
f thee ternal Honour to the Ottoman Empire, and prove no 
wwe hard Taſk to-them that ſhall undertake it; ſince it will 
Moe only a choice Collection out of other Authors; a Gar- 
land of Flowers culled from the various Fields of Hi/- 
o- y, and compoſed together with an Order full of Luſ- 
un tre and Beauty, the whole Work being interwoven 
Pe with a Chain of Chronological Vears; which will not 
aft only give it a ſingular Grace, but alſo be of great 

Advantage to the Mu//u/man Readers. | 
ac Suceſſor of the peſtles, remember, that though our 
eh Lawgiver could neither write nor read, yet the 
ſucceeding Caliphs encouraged Learning. Benediction 
on the Souls of them and their Pefferity. So will fu- 
1 | ture 


24 LETTERS Writ by Vol. VI 
ture Ages bleſs thy Memory, if thou vouchſafeſt to en. 
courage this glorious Work : An Ithuriel the Angel a 
Science, will make thee his ¶Hociate in Paradije. TY 
With profound Submiſſions I retire from thy ſacr 
Preſence, begging thy 4b/o/ution and Blaſng. 


Paris, 975 of the 6th Moon, 
of the Year 1667. | 


© LATTEER VM.” 


' To Cara Hali, Phyſician, t7 the Grand 
i=. Signior. 4 


py 
& 
4 


 * A MONG other. Diſpatches I could. not forget 
FN what I owe to the long continued Friendſhip 
Which has been between us. Having Leiſure therefore 
before the Poſt goes, I will inform thee of a Birth which 
has occaſioned little Joy to the Parents, but much Ad- 
miration among all that hear of it, and raiſed learned | 

- Diſputes between the Profeſſors of Phy/ick and & 17.4 
In the Town of Veerteed near Ardenburgh in the 
Loao- Countries, a Woman was lately delivered of a mon- 


flrous Child, with with two Heads, two Necks, foul 
Arms, and proportionably all Parts both outward and 
- inward double to the Navel, which ſeemed, to be the 
Center of Union betwen the two Bodies: For fron 
. thence downwards there appeared only the Proportion 
and Shape of one Body, with two Thighs, Legs, ande 
Feet. The Faces were different; one ſqualid and ir- 


regular, without a Noſe or Mouth, except a kind off 


9 


© a 
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| This irregnlar Production has been curiouſly diſſect- 
by a famous Anatomiſt, who found _ Hearts, 
70 Stomachs, and the other Vitals all fi What L 
ve ſaid is atteſted by five profeſſed Phyjcians, who 
dened this wonderful Creature. 
There have been many Examples of extraordinary 
is, eſpecially in theſe Parts of the World. And I 
ve read in a French Author, a Man of Credit, That 
che Year 1592 of the Chriftian Hegira, a Woman of 
//atia brought forth at once an hundred and fifty | 
hildren, each but three Inches long. 
But what I ſhall now tell thee, though it be not 1 
arkable for the number of Children, yet has ſome- 
Ping ſingular in the Circumſtances that attend it. 
netrude, the Counteſs of Altorfe, accuſed one of her 
Peighbours of Adultery, becauſe ſhe had three Chil- 
Jen at a Birtb, ſaying She deſerved to be tied up in 4 


get ct, and thrown into the Sea. Next Year the Counteſs 
ny er ſelf was delivered of twelve Sons all at a Birth. 
ore nd touched with Remorſe for the Sentence which ſhe 


xd pronounced againſt the other Woman, conclud- 
g it now a juſt Puniſhment for her ſelf, ſent a Maid 


ned ith eleven of theſe new-born Infants, commanding | 
ur Fr to drown them in the next River, reſerving, only | 
e to be the Heir of his Father's Eſtate. 
the Fate had ſo determined, that her Huſband the Farl 
on. et the Maid as ſhe was going to commit this execra- 
ou e Villainy; and aſking her what ſhe had got in. her 
and P, ſhe anſwered, I am going to dronun a few. young 
he 
the et. The Earl being a great Hunter, and con- 


quently a lover of Dogs, had a Mind to ſee whe- - 
101 er any of theſe helps were of a promiſing Aſpe.; 
ien to his Aſtoniſhment he+found eleven of human 
dapes, all living and perfect, but very ſmall. | 
eſſed the Maid ſo, far, that ſhe confe ed the whole 
ruth. Whereupon enjoining her Silence, and Aſſu- 
nce of a good Reward, he cauſed her to carry them 
one of his Tenants ; where being all cheriſhed and 
ba warm, he diſpoſed of them afterwards, in conve- 
tent Places, to be nurſed and brooght * till u 
Vor. VII. FFF came 


7 2 


2 K. 1 * y £ * Y 21 


1 


26 LETTERS Writ by Vol. VII 
came of Age. Then he ſent for them privately u 
His Houſe, having firſt apparelled them in the ſan; 
Faſhion as their Brother was in who dwelt at Home, 
As ſoon as the Counteſs caſt her Eye. on them, and 
obſerved their Number and Faces, fo exactly reſemb. 
liv him who had been always with her, ſhe wept it 
a Paſſion betwixt Shame and Joy, confeſſing her for. 
mer cruel Intention; and falling at the Feet of he: 
Lord, he pardoned her. From theſe Eleven deſcend th“ 
Family 61 Whelps or Guelphs, ſo renowned in German, 
and bearing this Name from the Maid's Anſwer to the. 
Zarl, when ſhe had them in her Lap. | b 
Such ſtrange Productions as theſe occaſion variou 
Enquiries among the Philaſophers here in the Ve, 
Whether human Souls be generated like the Bodies u 
Which they are united, or whether they are created h 
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the immediate Power of Gop. Aſſuredly theſe Inf, 
are much in the Dark, and ſhut their Eyes againſt the 
Light of the Oriental Sages. If the Prophets ſnoul- 
Tiſe from the Dead, they would not be able to con 
vince theſe Uncircumeiſed, that all Things viſible an E 
inviſible are from Eternity, and that there Is nothing »«». 
in the Syſtem of the Univerſe, except the various out 
ward Forms, which change indeed according to than 
Laws of endleſs Tranſmigration, and ſometimes a 
cording to the Frolicks of Nature, who loveth to mii 
her Interludes and Antiques with the eſtabliſhed Senſe 
of every Age. 5 
- What I have writ is to divert thee : But when ſha 
I have an Anſwer as from an old Friend? Let not th 
"Honours of the Serail make thee forget thoſe wii 
i hom thou haſt been once familiar. Ny dear Ha 
be not too much a Courtier. Thy long Silence 2 
Reſervedneſs forces this Language from me. Shi 
| *Conflaritinople* blot out thy Remembrance of Arabia 
Or the Blaſt of 4 Monarch's Favour be more valuabl' 
than the durable Integrity of a Countryman, a Friend 
If the Sultan truſts his Life in thy Hands, doſt nd 
Thou know that a fit of Gripes, the Stone, Gout, «ſh: 
Any violent Diſtemper, will turn all his Confidency 
Juto Jealouſy ? I tell thee, he will ſuſpect Poiſon i 
thy very Looks. „„ Then 
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ol. VII. 4 Sex at Paris: 27 
MX Therefore, continue to be the ſame Man 2s thou 
ert formerly, and let not thy Improvements in Phy- 
e. + make thee go backward in Morality. 5 
and 5 

mb. Paris, 234 of the 6th Moon, 

t h „ the Year 1667. 
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70 Nathan Ben Saddi, a Jew at Vienna, 


"I, TOW I ſee thou art a Man of Buſineſs ! Thy 
Mind is cured: of its religious Itch, and reſtored. 
a ſound Complexion. Perſevere and be happy. 
Let no vain Scruples of Conſcience moleſt thy Soul, 
Poncerning the Peace that was lately made between 
ul e Grand Signior and the German. Cares of this Na- 
con Are belong to thoſe who fit at the Helm, and direct 
an e Steerage of the State. As for thee and me, our 
art is only to obey, without enquiring whether it be 
out ht or wrong that we are commanded. Every thin 
"I lawful to us that is enjoined by our Superiors: An 
8 ab. We public Reaſon ought to ſuperſede our private nar- 
> now Sentiments. Whatever Præmunires we incur by 
or Obedience, the Conſcience: of the State will be our 
ail, our Advocate, and our Ranſom : Therefore, 
nce more, go on and-proſper. .  - / 
Thou couldeſt not have done the Grand Signior 
vid greater Piece of Seryice, than by thus happily inſi- 
Hal nuating thy ſelf with the Hungarian Faction at Vienna : 
e an or by that means thou becomeſt Mafer of the Secrets 
Sha We both Sides, the Janus that overlooks two oppoſite 
a bals at once: And ſo mayeſt not only form thy In- 
loabbY W'gues the better, but alſo give a clearer Light to the 
lniſters of the /ublrme Porte. | * | 
ſt n I am diſpleaſed to hear of the frequent Confpiracies 
ut, hat have been made againſt the Emperor's Perſon. Not 
den lr any Love that I bear to him, or the Houſe of Au- 
ol = 7 08 Aria 
1 h 1 Or 
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led him with Sentiments of Revenge and Envy: mo | 
cannot behold Count 4 Averſperg-in Poſſeſſion of Carl k 


i Paſſion begged that Government for himſelf. 


a thouſands of the Croats, Dalmatians, and Sclavonianl | 
will take u ap Arms under him, which will at ond 


Which has been refuſed him. This News comes ti 
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Hria, .for I wiſh there was Ra a Esel of that 12 
zuous Stem left alive on Earth: But I never knew ſuc 1 
Kind of Plots, if once diſcovered and prevented, u 1 
take Effect again. Beſides, they many times ſpoil — 
main Deſign: For what ſignifies it, if this Emperny 3 '- 
were ſeized and put to Death, ſo long as there is an 

one of that .iy:arnical. Race ſarviving.- — ui 1 

of the ſame Blood and Intereſt; educated alſo-in the & 

ſame Principles and: Maxims. B word, they band 1 

all but one Game to play; which is, to 28 grandi 1 

themſelves and their Poſterity for ever: And there F 

fore theſe clandeſtine Methods of Poiſon or Aſa. 

fin, will but make them more watchful to Tagen ay F 

' Deſigns of the like Nature for the Future. 3 

Remember, Nathan, that the Mark which chou a 

to aim at, is to cheriſh the Diſcontents of Hungary, 1 ö 

all the Arts of a cunning Stateſman. Count Peter 4 

Serini is a fit Subject to work upon. The Death 9 KR. 

- his Brother and his own Diſgrace at the 1 

Court, with the riſing Fortune of Monticuli, have fi 


4 


- ffadt without much Reſentment, having with ſo greif 


If this Prince can but be induced to revolt, mar 1 4 


. weaken both the German Empire, and the State 1 
Venice. Beſides the Marriage of his ' Daughter \ wih 
- Prince Ragolſti, may engage the Tramhluanſans in ki 
. Party. Count Nadaſti alſo, they ſay, is not well ple 
ſed with the Court, aiming to be Palatine of Hungary 


7 
2 
pt 


me but by Report: If it be true, thou art in the fais 

Way to ſucceed, . Such great Malecontents as thef 

. will puzzle the Minifters of uns and exerciſe the 70 

lic bf Prince Lobhowitz..- * * | 

Beſides, if Things ſhould not procved to an op 

. Rupture, yet, add the Hungarians are offel 

.ed at the late Peace, which will- not fail to put thay 
upon — — Acts of Hoſtility. 8 mY | 

omad 


2 


e 


dl. VII, 4 S Fr ay. 
mach it extreamly, that the Town of Newhaw/? is 


the Grand Signior's Hands; and they will be always 
ce their Guard iu the neighbouring Parts patroling 


out, and ſkirmiſhing with our Foragers : Which will 
Ford a good Occaſion at any time for our Sovereign 
the break the Peace, whenever it is for his Intereſt. 
peri here are abundance of Conſequences in ſuch a Caſe, 
an Wore than we can think of or foreſee, yet all to our 
e vantage. As long as we go the right way to work, 
th. things will ſucceed well. Make no falſe Steps, and 
ere is no Danger of ſtumbling. | | | 
dia Remember ſtill, that thy particular Charge is to fo- 
1ere Went a Civil War between the Court of Vienna and 
al e Hungarians. It is no matter who gets the better of 
=_ Lef them quarrel to Eternity, and deſtroy one an- 
ner in God's Name: Then ſhall the Muſjulman Em- 
1 x Fre thrive. | | | | 
7, % Before God, you have a fine Opportunity, ye factious- 
rr a omrades: But beware of fly Interlopers. Damn the 
h Wo . ineſs and good N ature (falſly ſo called) of thoſe 
er ho will admit any Man inte their Cabal, provided he: 
e f ts on a fair Guize of one of the Party. Ve cannot; 
too reſerved and cloſe; Do ye think the Emperor. . 
ar! e not his Spies about in every Corner ? A Pox of 
pre WW upidi:y, if you ſuffer this brave Deſign to miſcarry 
r want of looking ſharp. Damn you, for a Parcel, 
nar old thread-bare Fools, if after ſo many Experiences: 
au do not furbiſh up your Wits, and look to your; 
ond ves. There is Gottendorf, Ralliwits, Skus, the Knight 
te on Leipſem, Elnard the hereditary Pretender to the; 
wil arquiſate of Thany, with many others whom I will 
n WW name in this Letter; By Maſes and Mabomet they 
ples Ie all Rogues; and if you truſt them too far they will 
gan rely betray you. 3 
'S Nathan, believe me, I would not write ſo paſſionate- 
ar were my Life at all precious. But I have no other 
the ad in protracting the Minute of my Tran/migration, 
> Fogan to exalt as much as in me lies, the Majeſty of the. 
eanan Lineage, and to guard it from Dangers. I 1 
open placed here on purpoſe by Fate: And I. will do. 
fen Duty, though the whole World ſhould ſpatter their 


the cnom againſt me, C 3 0, 


30 Lavivrins 3 Writ by Vol. VI. 


O Jhaclite, both thou and I muſt ſhortly leave this 
Earth; or at leaſt we muſt change the Form of our 
Earth. We ſhall never ceaſe to 44 ſomething ; Gov f 
knows what. 1 

In the mean time, be what thou ſeemeſt to be. 105 I 


Paris, 23d of the 6th Moon, 
row Tear Ys | 


LETTER X. 


To the moſt Sublime and Ar e if the Mu. 1 
ſulman Baſſa's Achmet, the Vizir Azem. 9 


AY Chaplets of imadortal Flowers. crown thy 
noble Head, illuſtrious Cuperli, ſtrong Prop of 
the Houſe of Etogriel, main Buttreſs of the Tower of F 
the Zelzuccian Tribe the Lineage of Ottoman Heir of if 1 

the Heirs to Jnael, the eldeſt Son of our Father Abra. 

bam, the Glory of Men, and the Beloved of Goo? 3 

Not the unmatched Perfumes of Arabia, not the 
ſurprizing Odours of. the Perſian Incenſe, which they 1 
offered to the Sun, not all the moſt ſkilful Compoſi- 
tions of Eaſtern Aromaticks put together are half ſo 
ſweet as is thy glorions Name among the Muſſulmans || 
I received thy Orders with a Reverence, ſecond only | 
to that which is due to the Grand Signior, and will 
perform them with a loyal Alacrity. I perfectly com- 

pr ks thy Deſign, and the Drift . the foblime. Porte: . 

or thou haſt ſtated the Caſe like an Oracle. It. will 

not be difficult, I believe, to ſuggeſt under-hand to the 3 
French Court, the Advantage they may make of the 1 
23 Diſtractions in Hungary: For they are already 

come the Subject of common Diſcourſe. Lewis the 4 

Fourteenth, by encouraging thoſe Malecontents, and 
ſupporting their Cauſe with private Diſburſements of tri 

Money, will doubtleſs facilitate his own deſigned Con- Mou 
— on the . of the a F or 1 Nas 


ol. VII. 4 SPY at Paxis. 31 


ungarian Lords proceed to an open Revolt, and throw 
emſelves under the Sultan's Protection, the Euperor of 
ernany will be obliged to turn all his Forces that 
ay: which yet will not be able to withſtand the 
nited Armies of the Hungarians, Croatians, Heydukes, 
275, and the moſt invicible O/mans. So that by this 
eans, the Empire will be weakened on both Sides, and. 
fatal Danger of it's final Diſſolution ; whilſt the 
1 trength and Power of the Grand Signior, and the, 
A Ling of France, his Noble 4/y, will daily increaſe. 
I Beſides, this will put all Europe into Diviſions and 
Parties, according as their Intereſts and Affections in- 
line them, ſome ſiding with the Emperor, others with 
Mie French King; whilſt the Generality will ſtand Neu- 
ers, and contemplate the Iſſue of theſe Wars, without 
fitting one Side or. the ather. Than which, no+ 


1 hing can fall out more nappy or more propitious for 
„ tc Sacred Monarchy of the Omſans. . 
In obedience to thy Command, I have written to Na- 


$a Ben Saddi on this Account; altogether as from wy 
of lt, not giving him the leaſt Ground to conjeQure, that 

bad received an Order from the Port. I frequently 
xe the Liberty to counſel that honeſt co in many 


he MT aſes-; inviting him to Projects in general Terms, 
und to do ſome extraordinary Service for the Grand 
. Pignior. So that he will — * my writing now is 
o 2 of Courſe, without ſuſpecting any thing elſe. 

5 beſeech thee to ſend me all the Infiruions that- 
re needful for me, not only to carry on this Affair 


2 + roſperouſly, but all others relating to the Pore. I. 


u. vill be careful to tranſmit thy Commands te Nathan 
„e Saddi, in ſuch a Diſguiſe, as he ſhall not dream 
11 Whey are any other than his own Propoſals : Since 
1 Shou doſt not think it fit that the Majeſty of the Porst 
ic mould appear to be concerned in a Buſineſs of this 
y Nature, eſpecially ſo ſoon after the late Peace con- 
c cluded with the Emperor. Wi. AN! 
dc is an invaluable Honour thou haſt done me, in 
of my to my Conduct an Intrigue, whoſe Effects for 
et ought I know, may reach all the Nations of Europe, and: 


act till che Day of Doom. Queſtion not my. Fidelity, 
* 


— — — - 


— Dae ——— Fs 


Was not decent for the Sons to continue longer revel- 4 
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for it is of Proof: Beſides, it many times tempts a Mali 
to be falſe, when he knows he is ſuſpected to be ſo. E 
1 am Slave of the Slaves of thoſe who ſtand near the 
Sultan's Perſon, and confeſs Mahammed to be the 45. 

tie of God. More particularly I am devoted to thoſe 
who have the Honour to ſerve thee, the Grand Pillar 
of the Oſman Empire. God perpetuate thy F . 4 9 
. 23d of the 7th Moon, a 2 
of the Year 1667. = 


© LETTER R XI. | 
To 0 the Selictar Aga, or Sword-Bearer to rel 1 


Sultan, 4 

HE 8 E Parts 3 in ARQion at this Time, f 
Couriers. run up and down from Court to Court 

with ſecret Diſpatches, and Matters of deep Import, 3 
The Death of the Queen of Poland, and of Pope Alex - 1 
der VII occaſion this new ſtirring and bottling in 
urope. She died on the 1oth of the 5th Moon; He 

<p the 22d. Every Kingdem and State in the We | 
have ſome Intereſt to make or preſerve ; ſome Deſign 
to form or to carry on, the Succeſs of which many i 
times depends on the well managing the Conſequences i 
of-theſe great and fatal Breaches, which Death makes 
4 the Families of mighty Potentates, Houſes of Rod 
ejcent. 23 
The French Court were all diſſolved in Joy, for the 1 
Marriage of the Duke of Guize with Madammoiſelle 4 A. 
lencon : They were in the midſt of the Nuptial Tri- 4 
umphs, and Feſtival Solemnities, when the Black 1 
reſſes came, which ſoon turned all their Mirth to 
ourning, at leaſt in outward Appearance. For it! 


ling, when the Greater Fatber lay embalmed in order 4 
to his Sepulture. Therefore, to prevent e 
| | | "| 


- =—_ 
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thought fit to change the Paſtimes of the Court 
che more neceſſary Buſineſs; and the ſoft Entertain- 

Sn: of Hymen, for the rugged Toils of War. He 


j : . 

10 % ſed his Armies to march into Flanders, to give 
1lar | 2acen Poſſeſſion of certain Efates fallen to her in 
F dſe Parts, This ſurprized the Low Countries, who 


aan to demoliſh ſeveral Plzce: of Strength that had 
t ſufficient Garriſons to defend them. 3 
The King was himſelf in Perſon at the Head of his. 
my, which gave immenſe Courage to his Soldiers. 
— chat Tournay quickly ſurrendered to him on the, 
ch of the 6th Moon; and Doway not many. Days af-, 
In the mean while, the Mare{chal d' Aumont, with 
other Army takes the . Bergue Furnes near Dun- 
2. Then he beſieges Lie, which was taken alſo af- 
ſeventeen Days; but not without the Kings Pre- 
ce ; who appeared indefatigable, always on Horſe- 
ck, or in his Coach, going the Rounds, and ſurvey- 
ne, g all the Works. He ſlept in his Coach that Night 


art e Town was taken, on a Bridge not far from Gaunt. 
It, hey have alſo taken Courtray, Oudenarde and Aloft, 


ey have defeated the Prince de Lingen, and Count de 
arcin. In a word, they have done fo many great. 
hings this Campaign that all Flanders is ſtupiſied, as 
a Miracle. 20 3 ; : 
Illuftrious 4ga, I have in a Sort of Miniature pre- 
Mnted thee with a true; Efigies of M eſtern Affairs at this 
es ncture. Let not my. Abruptneſs diſpleaſe thee; ſince 
is Epitome deſcribes the Truth as lively, as if I had. 
led an Ell of Parchment up with Words. wo 


e ris, 24 of the 8th Moon, 
„be Tear 1667, 
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LETTEA XI. 
To Denet Oglou. 


12 Kiow not whether I have reaſon to rejoice or wi | 
ſad in my preſent Circumſtances ; ſo ambiguoul 
are the Events of Human Life. Even the moſt blan? Al 
diſhing Gifts of Fortune, and ſach as we are extremeh! I 
taken with, many times prove like the Trojan Horſe 
only fair and ay in outward Appearance; whillt, lik f 
that deceitful Engine of the Grecian Craft, they carry u 
Army of hidden Calamities within, which in the midi 
of our ſecure Repoſe, when we leaſt dream of any Evil 
Tuſh upon us from their concealed and unſufpecte 
Ambuſcades, put us all in Terror and Confuſion. 1 
However, fince I have had a ſufficient Share d 
Trouble, Grief, and Melancholy; now let other ſ be 
ly, chearful Paſſions take their Turn, be the Even 
how it will; I cannot always bear the Burden of 
loaded Spleen, crammed and puffed up with melans q 
choly Winds, the Enbryoes or Vehicles at leaſt of hor 
rid Thoughts, perplexing Cares, and black Deſpain 1 
Beſides, methinks, I have a fit Occaſion to be merry 
deing by a very pom eafing Accident, at once rid of 1 
gout many vain Doubts and Anxieties, (which hav 8 = 
ſturbed my Peace for theſe three or four Years) 10 
reſtored to the charming Converſation of Daria, Whor | 
thou mayeſt remember I ſo paſſionately loved in ch 2 
Days of my Youth. „ 
Know then, that one Day as I was walking in 0 00 
Streets, I met that lovely Greek in Moxrning. Sul 
prized above Meaſure at the Sight of a Perſon, fa 
whom I had formerly cheriſhed 50 o great an Eſteem; 4 
ood Kill at firſt, like one Thunder-ſtruck. I coul 
not forbear queſtioning my own Senſes, and givin 
the Lye to my Eyes, which aſſured me it was hf 
_ Age e nor Abſence had effaced her loved J 
3 or ſo much changed her Face, bu 


3 thay 81 ea called to wy the OY of my _ 


* 7 
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Ss Deſires. Yet my Aſtoniſnment was ſach at this 
Mnchought-of Interview, that I had not Reſolution e- 
b ough to believe my ſelf; and her Amazement ſeemed 
o leſs than mine; whilſt neither of us had Power to 
peak, but ſtood like Fools. Till I, aſhamed: longer 
So loſe my ſelf in ſuch an effeminate Confuſion of 

be pirit firſt broke Silence, not without ſome Raptufe 

non nd Emotion, crying out, Is it Daria or her G, I 

lan ſee? Has Fortune bleſſed or mocked me at the fa- 

nel tal Hour? Or do deluding Nymphs and Fairies haunt 


ric, the Streets of populous Cities, walking about in bor- 

| © rowed Forms, and mixing with the — of Mor- 

vu tals, to tantalize our ſofteſt Hopes with a falſe Shew 

nid g of ſome dear Lover, Friend or Perſon highly wiſh- 

vil F< ed for, never to be enjoyed? It may be true, that Cy- 

del = 7berea left her Heaven (as Virgil does relate) and in 
42 5,ian Dreſs met the heroick Of ſpring of Anchiſes 

> e in the Fields, amuſing him with a diſguiſed Sem- 

pit 8 blance of Mortality and human Race, until her he- 

ven g venly Voice diſcovered that ſhe was a Goddeſs. So 


f uſed Diana to deſcend in dead of Night, and mix 
lan the Slumbers of Endymion with Immortal Dreams; 
nor ftealing ſoft Kiſſes from the lovely Youth, and whiſ- 
air pering Cæleſtia! Words into his Ears, more forcible 
y than the Songs of Orpheus, when he moved the 
f Trees and Rocks to Paſſions of P/atonick Love. At 
a other times they would come down, and take the 
Air of cool Mount Hæmus, or the lofty Ida. Thus 
« Melpomene, Clio, and the reſt of the Sacred Nine, 
Would often viſit the refreſhing Heights of their 
beloved Parnaſſus; from whence deſcending to the 
„ ſhady Banks of Helicon, with more than mortal Voi- 
ua. ces, would awake and tempt the wanton Ecchoes to 
„ ftrike up, like Uniſons, and join in Cox/ort with them, 
8 ** whilſt they chant the Praiſes of ſome Demi God or 
un Hero, whom they love. But that a Goddeſs, Nymph, 
in or Maſe, did ever frequent the common Crowd 6f 
he Mortals in a City, is not to be credited: Therefore 


14088 ** unleſs I dream, it is Daria I behold; {GT HE 

but My Dgnet, I was running on higher Eeſtaſies at 
og mentioning of her Name, but that ſhe ſmiled, and in- 
o 1 terrupted 


1. 
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terrupted me with an obliging Reſervedneſs, and ſaid. 
% Mahmut, if you are the Man I take you for, nil I 
« would have my Eſteem, be leſs paſſionate, and leave 1 
“ off this wild Way of Raillery : We both are pat | 
t the Vanities of Youth : Our Years ſhould now re. 
* tain no remnant Froths of early boiling Blood, and 
40 ** young, green, fooliſh Paſſions. 5 q ; 
took this only for -a female Banter and Eſlay 14% ; 
© s Craft, to try the Senſe and Humour of a 
Man. For, thou knoweſt the greateſt Prince/s loves 2 
truly paſſionate Addreſs, though not a puling, whining 4 
one; beſides, it is the Faſhion here in France, to uſe 
Romantick Forms of Speech, when they make Love. 

owever, in regard it was inconvenient to loſe more q 
time, in open Street, by this Sort of Diſcourſe, I in. 
vited her to a Houſe, where we might converſe with A 
more Freedom. She accepted the Motion, and 1 con- q 
ducted her to the Houſe of Eliachim the eau. It is plea- 3 
ſantly ſeated on the Banks of the River Seine, and has a 
fair Garden belonging to it. Eliachim happened to be 4 
abroad, which gave us a better Opportunity of im- 
proving of Time, without the neceſſary Interruption 4 
of Salutes, Compliments, &c. uſual in ſuch a Caſe. 4 | 
And I had the Command of his Houſe, as though be 
had been there himſelf. 

It being in the Heat of Summer, J led Daria into af 
little, ſha y, green Retreat, in the midſt of the Gar- J 3 
den out of the Reach of curious Ears; where under the 
cool refreſhing Shelter of a wide-ſpread Beech, we fat 4 | 
down and called to mind our former Acquaintance and 
Friendſhip. Daria ſtill retained her Native Modely 3 
and Prudence, neither had the external Beauty of her 
Face ſuffered any great Detriment, than what befalls 
the faireſt Roſes, Violets, or other Flowers, Which Y 
even in their moſt decayed Eſtate, merit the Character 3 
of amiable Sweetneſs. However the Luſtre of her 
Wit, and the Gad of her Humour, ſupplied all 
;pther Defects. 

I proteſt, my Dgnet, it was impoliible for me to cee, : 
and not to love again, a Perſon whoſe Idea was once | 


ſo _—_— and familiar to. ad Soul, And J was the 
_ w 
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re animated to make my Court, when ſhe told me, that 

e was a Widow.” It was eaſy to forget, or baniſh 
om my Thoughts, her former faithful Treachery, in 
quainting her Huſband with my Amour. Love ſoon 
oves all puny Obſtacles : it is ready, prompt, and 
xtrous to find Excuſes for the greateſt Faults a 
iend can ever commit: Much more. ingenious to 
lliate the Peccadilloes of a Miſtreſs. This Generous 
fa ion, by a peculiar Force, extirpates all. Revenge, 
a blots out the Memoirs of paſt Unkindneſſes. It 
er ſprings and blooms with freſh deſires, young vi- 


uſe Prous Inclinations : Like to the Palm oppreſſed with 
ve, eights, it higher grows: It would fain increaſe, di- 
dre e, and ſtretch itſelf to Immortality. There is no 


in. Wn fideration, but that of Honour, can pretend to 


ith Match, or ſtand in Competition with the divine Re- 
n- rds of Love. And yet the moſt exalted Human 
-2- WFlory often vails to this ſoft Paſhon : The Conquer- 


; 2 of the World ſuffer themſelves to be overcome by 
be omen. | 13 

Wonder not therefore, that I who am Fleſh and 
on Mood as well as other Men, could not now defend 


ſe, ſelf from fair Daria's Charms. „ 
he Excuſe me in that I cannot now give thee any far- 


er Account of this Adventure; being interrupted by 
Meſſenger from Eliachim the Few, who brings me 
r- Mord, my Mother is very ſick, and wants my Com- 

ny. Expect another Diſpatch ſpeedily. ; 


Paris, 15th of the 10th Moon, EE 6 | 
be Tear 1667. | CF 


4 
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LETTER XIII. 2 


To the Peſteli Hali, his Brother, Maſter . i 4 | 
the Cuſtoms, and Superintendant of A 
Arſenal at Conſtantinople. 2 


T is written in the Fates, That Man ſhould once 2 
leaſt be vanquiſhed by a Woman in his Life. ” 
it is my Chance to be twice ſubdued by one of thu 
fair Sex. I know not whether I acquainted thee wii 
the Love I formerly bore to Daria, a beautiful G | 
Lady ſojourning in Paris. Neither have I at this In 1 
ſtant an Opportunity to look over the File of my Let 
ters, they being in my Lodgings, and I at Eliachin 
Houſe, where 1 writ this Letter, for the ſake of a Col 
venience, which offers it ſelf, of ſending thee a ſmal 'Y 
Preſent of Watches and Oriental Stones by a Few, if 
Merchant, who is juſt departing for Conflantinop/e, 
However, if thou art curious to know the Circun 3 
ſtances of this Amour I ſpeak of, our Friend Og/ou ca 
inform thee of it. In the mean time, ſuffer me to veil 
ſome of my Thoughts concerning Women, and ol 
Love of them rooted ſo deeply in our Hearts by No 
ture. None of our Sex could ever eſcape this gen 
Paſſion; it being mixed and blended in our very On 
inal Zmbryoes, and after cheriſhed with our Mothe' 1 
Milk, It was the peculiar Myftery of our Nurſe 
by a thouſand Female Tricks and Arts of neceſſa 
Tenderneſs, to blow and kindle up the little Sparks 
this immortal Fire within our infant Souls; whilſt fra 
their Breaſt were ſucked and guzzled down inebri: 1 
ing Philters and Lowe-Potions, more forcible and df 
rable than thoſe the Grecian Maids compound i 4 
Magick Rules when they would captivate ſome live 
Youth within their Snares. Our Blood thus fed wil 
early ſympathetick Draughts, becomes the Seminary * 
a thouſand amorous Inclinations ; general, unform 
volatile Affections to that Sex: I ill Time and 0 
portunity fix our looſe Deſires on ſome -—_ 
| a 


A0 


0 


. 
C 
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„ whom Fate or Chance has brought into our View. 
the firſt Glance, ſhe darts from her enchanting Eyes, 
perfect Image of her Soul, which penetrates like 
ghtning our moſt Interior Faculties. The ſwift Ida 
insforms us into its own Similitude, like melted - 
ax we take the momentary Impreſſion of a Figure; 
hich may laſt as long as we; or if we melt again, it 
but to receive ſome other Stamp of Love. Thus 
er whole Life paſfes away in an enchanted Circle of 
mours. | 
However, it is the Part of a wiſe Man to regulate 
ris Paſſion, and not ſuffer it to degenerate into Do- 
ge. There is much to be ſaid in Praiſe of Women, 
a not a little in their Diſparagement: As we are 
ales to our ſelves, ſo that Sex is in a higher Degree 
89 erious and a Paradox. : i | 
It would be a kind of ſacrilegious Envy to conceal 
zeir Excellencies, and the Advantages they have of 
in many Regards, whilſt our partial Pen ſhall only 
ubliſh their Defects and Infirmities. Some Hebrew 
actors from the different Names of Alam and Eve, 
aw Arguments to prove the Dignity and Perfection 
the Female Sex, in that Adam ſignifies [Earth] but 
Ive expreſſes [| Life.) For they affirm, that every Name 
hich Gop impoſed on any Thing, deſcribes its Va- 
re and Qualities, as a Picture repreſents the Original. 
herefore by how much Li is more to be eſteemed 
an Earth, by ſo much more excellent, in the Opi- 
ion of thoſe Rabbies, is Woman than Man. 
They go farther alſo; from the Affinity between 
ves Name and the Sacred Name of Gov, the ineffable 
tragrammaton, the Cabaliſis borrow Proofs in Con- 
rmation of their Doctrine. 1 
I know not whether ſuch Critical Obſervation be of 
ty Moment or no, in this Caſe ; yet thou knoweſt that 
=! the Zafer Languages are full of hidden Myfteries ; 
ach Word and Letter being impregnated with ſome 
Divine or Natural Secret, beſide the common obvious 
nſe. Thus All Zerbi, the holy Mu/ſulman Doctor ſays, 
here is Magick in the Sacred Name of Jeſus, and 
dat whenever it ſhall be once pronounced through the 
- | | great 
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CY 


2 Tube or Trump of Michael, it ſhall cauſe all the n 
owers in Heawen, in Earth, and Hell, to bow the Ke.) 1 th 
'This Globewhereon we tread, ſhall tremble, and all the 90 
Elements melt away; the Famenenis ſhall- be ſnatched ff 
up like to the Motion of an Faftern Antiport, Veil, or 1 
Curtain. The wide- ſtretched Orbs above ſhall. warp 
and rowl together, as a ſcorched Skin, or a Piece of 2» of 
Parchment does before a Fire. So forcible will be the 
Energy of that tremendous FORD by which the Uni 2 
verſe was made, when Gop deſigns to rend this viſible 
World of ours in Pieces, that he may reveal his noble 
Works, the Worlds inviſible and eternal. This mighty 
Frame on every Side, will bow, and yield, and: van; 
not able to ſupport the crowding Train and Luſtre off 4 
immortal Glories, radiant, bright E/ences, deſcending | 
in a Body from the high Palaces of Gov, the infinite 
Solitudes and Receſſes of the Omnipotent. THT, 
Thou haſt no Reaſon to be ſcandalized at 0 il 
write as if I were a Chriſtian. Thou ſeeſt I have af 
Docror of the Arabs for my Author: A True Beliewer 
and reputed Saint. Beſides, if | am worthy to advise 
thee, let not the common Practice of Muſſulman Pro- a 
feſſors in the Imperial City tempt thee to deſpiſe: the 
Bleſſed Son of Mary, of whom our Holy Prophet ſpeak 


» oy 
1 5 


„ 


celebrate his Praiſe ? I rather counſel thee to imitatY 
the honeſt Turcomans, who are efteemed the beſt ff n 
True Believers. Theſe honour both 7%, and. buff 
matchleſs Y/ irgin- Mother : : So do the C me, ant 
all good Mayulmans. As for the reſt, they are eithel 
ſu perſtitious and moroſe Fanaticks,: profligate Renegaf 
does, or looſe, wild Libertines, Who fear neither Gon — 
nor Man. | 

And now I have mentioned that n VA 1. 
ry, Mother of the Meſſias, of whom the mighty Alu 
ſpeaks ſuch venerable Things; it is a fit Occaſion wo 
return from my Digreſſion, and proceed in relating 
what the Fewri/o Rabbies ſay farther i in Commendation 8 
of the Female Ser 

They conſider the Order which Gop, according uf 
ons act cada of Mg Yer obſerved in the Creation wiz. thai 

2 amo 
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ns his Works, ſome are incorruptible aud im- 
ral; others ſubje& to Corruption and Change; and 
as he began in the nobleſt Species of the former, 
it, pure ſeparate Spirits; ſo he ended in the moſt 
rious of the latter, that is Woman; the laſt of all 
Works, and the moſt perfect of compound Beings: 
in her are centered and conſummated the Nature 
he Heavens, the Earth, Air, Fire, and Water, with 
aeerals, Plants, and Animals, and whatſoever elſe 
made before her. This is the Opinion of ſome 
rw M riters, who believe, that Gop having made 
„ and then ſurveyed the Sy/em of his Works found 
hing more. excellent or divinely framed than Wo- 
. Therefore . in her he reſted and commenced 
Sabbath, as if his Power and Wiſdom now were 
d and foiled, and that he could net ſtart the Idea 
nnother Creature more perfect than her: Or, as if 
did not eſteem the Univerſe it ſelf compleat without 
flaaſt and moſt accompliſhed of his Works. For 
y hold it abſurd to believe, that Gop would finiſh 

a4 prodigious and admirable Taſk, in any mean 
jet Thing. They alſo illuſtrate this by a Simi- 

ae, aſſerting, that the World being as it were an 
ire Circle, it followeth by neceſſary. Conſequence, 
e it was finiſhed in that Part, which by the moſt in- 
ate Union couples the firſt Atom to the laſt. . _ 
They endeavour to ſtrengthen this by the common 
Iciple of Philaſophy, which teacheth, that the End. 
—_ways firſt in the Intention, and laſt in Execution. 
van therefore being the laſt Work of the Creation, 
evident, ſay they, that ſhe was the chief Deſign 
Aim the Almighty had in building this immenſe, 
rick, which he firſt furniſhed and adorned with in- 
te Riches and Delights, and then introduced her, 
nto her own native, proper Palace, there to reign, 
abſolute Queen over all his Works. 3 
eſides they take Advantage from the particular Place 
her Creation to exalt her, in that ſhe was formed in. 
radiſe among the Angels, whereas Man was made 
the Common Waſte among the Brutes. And there- 
e they ſay, Nomen have this. peculiar Privilege, thas 
0 75 2 _.- whe 
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ment; or fix your Eyes on her's without an EQahill 
thoſe Lights which do miſlead the Morning. Stars, a 


| proſtrate at her Feet: She alone commands the * 
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when they look down from any eminent Height 
Preeipice, they feel no Dizzineſs or giddy Syn 
toms in their Head, no Miſt or Dimneſs in their Ey 
being, as it were, nearer their proper Element, or loi 
Birth- place; whereas it is common for Men to 
troubled with theſe Accidents in ſuch a Caſe. | 
But the moſt prevailing Argument they uſe, is take 
from the ſtupendous Beauty of that Sex, which like ti 
finer Sort of Clouds in Summer, ſeems to engroſs tal 
Splendors of immortal Light, and ſo reflect them ui 
the World. How matchleſs is a Woman's Form? WA 
dazzling Majeſty environs her from Head to Foal 
Gaze on her lovely Countenance without Afﬀtonil 


. 


cauſe the Gods to ramble from their Heaven, if wh 
the Antient Poets ſay. be true. So did Apollo for lf 
Daphne, and Jupiter for others of that charming 8 
Neither need we wonder at this, ſince the Written Lu 
it ſelf records, that Angels fell in Love with admirab 
Maids of human Race, and took them for their Wing 
or Concubines, from whom the Progeny of Giants can 
Thus more modern Writers teſtify, that incorpore 
Spirits and Demons of all Ranks and Qualities, bo 
d and bad, have been inflamed with ardent Pa 
ions for ſome Mortal Virgin. Which is no falſe oli 
vain Opinion, as the incredulous Part of Men wou 
fain infinuate, but a known Trath confirmed by mai 
Experiences. | | | 3 
Indeed, ſo admirable is the Figure, Voice, and Mia 
of a fair Woman, that he is wilfally blind, who doi 
not ſee, whatſoever Beauties the whole World is ci 
pable of, concentered in that Sex. And for this Ref 
ſon it is, that not only Man, with Angel, Da 
mons, Genii, Satyrs, and the whole Series of Ration 
Beings, admire a fair Woman; but alſo the very 
Brutes are ſtruck with a / Amazement at hq 
Sight: With Sighs and filent Vows the Animal Gen 
rations pay Homage to her, and adore the ftate| 
Idol. Every Thing in Nature is enamoured, and lie 
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et after all my Brother, they have their dark Side 
ire the reſt of mixed Beings. They are the Fron- 
aſſes of the World above, and that below; the 
s of Life and Death, the very Avenues to Hea- 
or Hell, according as they are uſed. Like Fire 
will warm and refreſh a Man, if he keep at a 
Diſtance ; but if he approach too near they will 
h and bliſter him, if not conſume him quite. Or, 
that other Element of Water, they are very good 
ſerviceable, whlſt kept within their Bounds ; but 
hem once break down the Banks of Modeſty, they 
Ss threaten all with Ruin. In a word, 'tis neither 
co vex them in the leaſt, or humour them too much. 
Exceſs of Fondneſs, as well as the Defe& of na- 
Love, may equally undo us. Prudent Genero- 
is the only Method of making ourſelves happy in 
Enjoy ment of this Sex. . T = 
ear 1 us reverence ourſelves, and then we 
not fail of due Reſpect from our Wives and Concu - 
. love a Man that is truly maſculins 
ave... | 


s, I3th . the 1075 Moon, wo 


LETTER XIV. 
To the ſame 


ST as I had finiſhed the other Letter I was alarm- 
ed afreſh with new Diſcoveries of Solyman's Trea- 
y. That barbarous Dog is certainly an Ip of 
„a Devil in human Fleſh ; an adventitious Plant, 
ked from the Drery Banks of Phlegeton, or Cocy- 
and engrafted in our noble Stock, on purpoſe to 
and deſtroy' us. The whole Tribe is bound to 
e him with immortal Execrations. He induftri- 
y ſeeks and ſtudies all Occaſions to do miſchief. - 
Veins ſure ſtream with fierceſt Venoms, _ 
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rather than with human Blood. The Poiſon of 5 
gdns, and Aßbs is under his Tongue, and the Gall 
Crocodiles within his Lips. His Lungs breathe nn 

thing but infernal Smokes ; the Spirit Negider tim 
the Sy/iole and Diaſtole of his Heart; and his who 

Body is a Den of Fiends, as foul-and black, as thi i | 

which guard the Throne of the Great Prince Wn 

Darkneſs. 1 11 SIES | RE 

I could have eaſily forgiven his ſly malicious 4 
tempts upon my Life and Honour, his interlopii 

Tricks and Plots, his Calumnies, with all the Train lf 

his perfidious Actions: But that he ſhould abuſe il 

virtuous: Fatima, Daughter to our Uncle U/ep4, isan la 

jury I cannot put up, or pardon. That innocent I 

dy never deſerved ſuch cruel, unmanly Uſage at hi 

Hands. The Dregs of a thouſand. bitter Curſes be hi 

Portion to drink in Hell, unleſs he repent of this pn 

digious Baſeneſs, aud make honourable Satisfaction. 

Thou wilt wonder, perhaps, what is Se/yman's Crim 
that fills me with ſuch implacable Reſentment. -Knol 
then, that Fatina's Huſband being called to the Gr 

S:gnior's Service in the Wars of Dalmatia, and for ti 
Reaſon forced to tarry from her above theſe fourei 

Moons, ſhe entruſted So/ymart with an Affair of gra 
Importance, a Matter which concerned her Life, H 
nour, and Welfare in the World. It ſeems ſhe had 

Quarrel with an old Grecian Hag, who fought to pi 

ſtitute her to the Great Cadi of Smyrna, where il 

lives. This Grande had by a ſtrange Accident ſel 

Fatima in a Bath, frequented only by Women of Yu 

lity. However, through ſome Neglect of the Servaniz 

he was not ſpied himſelf, but went away deeply i 

Love. That Paſſion thou knoweſt, makes every Bod 

reſtleſs, that is tormented with it. He knew not hof 

to eaſe himſelf, but by communicating his Though 
to the forementioned Grecian Widow, whom he ha 
often made the Confident of his Amours. Ti 

through paced Bawwd ſoon promiſed him Relief, a 
that ſhe would accompliſh his Deſires. However | 

failed, and found herſelf miſtaken, when ſhe came 


| | wi 
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u the jnviolate Chaſtity of Farina: For all her 
im! ering Promiſes, her ſofteſt Rhetorick could never 
opt a Heart eſtabliſned firm in o 

ad at ber Repulſe, ſhe ſtudied how to be revenged, 
by - ceiving it. not pi to bring her Deſigns about 
violence, ſince fair Perſuaſions wauld not do. She 
> mes a. formal Accuſation againſt Fatima before the 


, taxing her with Witchcraft and other Crimes upon 


3 : Wh. The Cad: having learned his Leſſon, would 
hear the Cauſe in open Divan; but pretending In- 


ſition of Body, cauſed her: be brought before him 
is private Bed-chamber. The Greek had ready by 


t U ſeveral, ſuborned 7; zrnefſes, to depoſe moſt horrid 
e N ungs againſt the innocent Woman. When the Cadi 


feſling an entire Reſpect to Fatima s Husband, ſeem- 


n. e tale Pity on her Circumſtances, and waved the 
im her Proſecution of the Cauſe till another Time, keep- 
nod Fatima Priſoner. m the mean while in his own Palace, 
„ll this was managed ſo privately, that no body in 
Town took notice of, it, ſave; an Acquaintance or 
of the Grecian Widows, and Sohhman our worthy 
fin, who happened to be at Swyrna in this very 
1D. ctuce among his, other Rambles.  - „ 
1 erſons in trouble are willing to fly for Refuge to any 
end, defiring their Aſſiſtance. Fatima, all in Tears 
uch an unexpected Change of her Condition, had 


ſure and Opportunity to ſpeak to So/yzan, conjuring 
a ta. go to certain intimate Friends of our Family, 
ng in Alipbe, and tell them her Circumſtances. In- 
d of this, the Faithleſs Villain goes to her Husband's 
ends at Tripoli, telling them the utmoſt ſhameful and 
dalous Things of 7 — his Malice could invent; 


= that by her lewd Courſes ſhe had well-nigh ruined 

vi Husband ; producing at the ſame time forged Bills 

Letters as from him, whereby he raiſed a thouſand 
in, with which the perjured Villain is gone no body 


dws whither, to make his broken Fortunes once again, 
lay a Foundation for new Cheats. Whilſt the poor 

red Fatima, is forced to bear the Reproach and In- 
iy of Things-whereof ſhe never was guilty. But 20 
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Vagabond to Shame. 
various Regions of the Earth; 93 
load his Soul in ſuch long Voyages with the Guilt of 
- Ingratitude, barbarous Malice, Perfidy, and other vi 
: of the greateſt Hue. The ſmaller Frailities, Stains, 


: Blemiſhes of human Life, are too great a Burden fol 
- generous Heart to bear without Complaints andSighs i 


or in hopes to baniſh melancholy Thoughts, he indi 

. | himſelfa larger Draught of Wine than whaq is ordin 
and ſo inſenſibly boil up his Blood to irregular Heigl 
lation, harmleſs Neighbour or Acquaintance. Ali 
aware of that. For whichReaſonafterwards;to expiate 

- criminal Advances he made to Self Murder, he williy 
ſeums off the groſſer Ebullition of its heated Veins in pe 
Wrath of God; whilſt the lighter Part evaporates in pi 
and he is ſoon made clean again. And ſo in other Vice 
to root out the evil Habits they are accuſtomed to: I. 
wicked Men, by Inclination, fin on witheut Remori 


Ever propenſe to Vice, they chuſe its Ways, and o- 
- Miſchief: And ſuch a one is Selyman our Couſin. 


he may be like Cain who for murdering his Brother 


I hope, will clear her Innocence, and bring that EA 


I counſelled him indeed . ago to tn and er "_ 
ut Inever adviſed hin 


that has but a Spark of Virtue in him, bluſhes for cl 
Peccadillo he commits. If tempted by good Compal 


and Superfluities, he is all this while no body's Foe 
his own; He plots no Miſchief againſt his Friend, i 


> K 


Enmity he ſhews is to himſelf, and in his Cups he is 


eee A Flood of Tears runs from his Eyes, iſ 
'bations at the Foot of the Aliar, to pacify! 


generous Li 
Sighs and Vows. Thus this Pollution e rn like Sme 
is the ſame with Men diſpoſed to Virtue; they endean 
try all Ways and Stratagems to reform themſelves. | 
They never ſtudy to retrench the Evils they comi 
the Opportunities of doing impious Things. They 
natively Unjuſt, and cannot live at eaſe without prel 
ditated Crimes ; It is their Element to be projed 

God inſpire him with more gratefulSentiments tow: 


his Friends, ore Natural and Affectionate to thoſe of 
Bod, and a more juſt Deportment to all Men: Ort 


=, 


-_ 
— 


condem 


un. 2 Ser at Parts. * 
| Jemned to be a Vagabond on Earth ; and like Zeul; 
the Perſian, who falſly accuſed Ho/ain the Pro- 
and for that Reaſon was troubled with a Pal in 

WH cad as long as he lived. _ : 


s, 14th of the 10th Moon, 
of the Year, 1667. 


LETTER XV. 
To the Mufti's Vicar. ; 


Sent an Account to the Port of the Death of the 
late Rumbeg, or Pope, who is the Great Patriarch of 
Nazarenes, Now the Cardinals have choſen ano- 
to ſucceed him, whom they call Clement IX.. A 
n of a great Character for Learning and Piety, and 
from whom the Franks expect glorious Things to 
done for the Publick Good of Chriftendom. 
heſe Popes ſeem to inherit the Authority and Ho- 
r of the Ancient Pontifex Maximus, or High-Prieft 
he Romans in the Time of Paganiſm. Nay, they 
me a far more ample and uncontroulable Power. 
thoſe Gentile Prelates always ſubmitted to the In- 
al Authority, from which they received Protection 
Maintenance. But theſe Chriſtian Fathers acknow- 
ge ro Superior on Earth. Kings and ae do 
mage to them, and perform the meaneſt Services; 
o hold the Baſon whilſt the Pope waſhes his Hands; 
old the S:irrop whilſt he mounts or alights from off 
Mule. Sometimes Great Princes lead his Horſe by 
Bridle; whilſt at another Seaſon they carry him on 
ir Shoulders. It is recorded, that Eumenes King of 
gamus, came to Rome, and paying off his Turban, 
Innbly laid it on the Ground before. the Senate, con- 
ng he received his Liberty from them. And Pru- 
ing of Bithynia, uſed to ſtile himſelf the Roman 
ate's Slave, and bow down to the Earth before 
m. But this js nothing to the Reverence which 
1 greateſt 
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greateſt Monarchs pay the Pope, when crawling on the 
and Knees, they kiſs the Sandal on his Foot. 
He can make and depoſe Kings at Pleaſure, abſch 
Subjects from their Allegiance, bind and remit Si- 
open and ſhut the Gates of Paradiſe, Purgatory, ui 
Hell, or at leaſt he endeavours to make the World 
lieve ſo. = 
He has Seventy. Cardinals for his Aſviſtants 11 
Counſellors, all equal to Princes : A hundred and thi 
ty Archbi/bops under his Obedience: A Thouſand a 
Seventeen Bijhops : A Hundred and Forty Four Tha 
ſand Monafteries and Religious Houſes ; Three Huy 
dred Thouſand Pariſhes 6 eying his Will, and yiel 
ing Homage to him. So that if he were reſolved: 
carry on ſome laſting War, he need only lay an 1 
poſt of Six Crowns a Year on every Monaſtery, 1 
Fifty Two on every Pariſh, and it would amount 
Sixteen Millions of Crowns yearly Income. And if 
of every Monaſtery he choſe out Ten Men, he wai 
have an Army of Fourteen Hundred and Forty Tho 
ſand Men. Which is more than any Potentate int 
World can do beſide. 
Thou wilt ſay, it is a Wonder then he does not! 
this in Practice, and ſo wage Yar with the Gr 
Signior, who has fleeced him of many flouriſhing Co 
tries formerly under his Obedience. 
O Sacred Oracle of the Maſſulmans, God has tied a 
his Hand; he cannot do it. Theſe are but en = 
'Speculations, impracticable Projects, fantaſtick 
mera. The mighty Train of his Archbi/bops, Bil 
 Pariſh-Priefts, with Feſuits, Monks, and Friars, thou 
never ſo willing to obey his Orders in ſuch a Caſe, 
cannot ſtir a Foot without the Leave of their reſpedi 
. Sowereigns. For they are diſperſed through di 
Kingdoms, States, and Principalities, where they : 
ſubject to the Laws and Government in ere 
that unleſs he could unite the Hearts of all the C 
tan Princes one with another, and with his 01 
to undertake ſo grand an Expedition, it is impoſi 
ever to effect his Will. Each Nation has an Inte 
| of i its own to purſue which makes them Ty to f 
: ropo 
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dpoſals as may embarraſs, if not ruin them. No 
er of the Deſart, rambling up and down from Court 
burt, with his Religious Harangue, will ever again - 
vail to raiſe another Cru/ade : That Zeal is out of 
mion now in Chriftendom, Kings, in theſe latter 
es have not half the Attach and Veneration for 
Pope they had in former Times. When Pope Bo- 
ae VIII. claimed a Temporal Juriſdiction in 
ace, Philip the Fair being then King, ſent him this 
ort Anſwer 3 Let thy Great Sottiſhneſs know, that in 
worals æve are ſubjject to none but God alone. Anda 
euch Ambaſſador at Rome, ſpeaking ſomething boldly 
the Pope, the Prelate reproached him, That his Fa- 
er vas burnt for a Heretick; whereupon the Ambaſ. 
for gave him ſuch a Box on the Ear, that he fell 
on as dead. But it was a tart Meſſage indeed which 
"HE Z2/ern Biſbops ſent to Pope Jobn III. who claimed 
Univerſal Authority over all the Churches in the 
orld. For, they ſay, We firmly believe thy Abſolute 
thority over thy own Subjects; but we who are not 
dect te thee, cannot bear thy Pride, nor are we able to 
wad rate thy Avarice, The Devil be with thee, and God 
1th us. | | © 
"Wn a Word , all Denmark, Swedeland, Norway, Hol- 
8 4 England, Scotland, Geneva, Ireland, half the En- 
e, and half Swi/erland, are fallen off from their 
dedience to the Pope within theſe Two Hundred 
ars. And thoſe Kingdoms and States which yet con- 
ue under the Yoke, are ready to ſhake it off at every 
rn, when they are never ſo little gauled and vexed. 
ence, Spain, and Venice often huff the Pope into 
dmpliance with their Demands. Nor dares he to re- 
„but winks and puts up all, like an old decripid Fa- 
r, for whom his Sons are grown too ſtrong. 
Holy Succeſſor of the Prophet and Meſſenger of God; 
du art the Infallible Interpreter of the Law, and 
age of Equity,. yet doſt not arrogate a Power above 
y Commiſſion. The Grand Signior honours thy Wiſ- 
m and Sanity ; and thou obeyeſt with humble Sub- 
ſion to the Imperial Edits. He is thy Lord, and 
Veil... 3 thou 
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thou his Guide and Tutor in the Way to Paradiſe, May 
God increaſe thy illuminations with thy Years, and in. 
' ſpire me and all the True Faithful with fincere Loy. 
alty to our Sovereign, and devout Obedience to thee, 
without the leaſt Allay of Treachery or Superſtition, 


Paris, 24 of the 11th Moon, 
| of the Year 1667. 
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in 
, To Nathan Ben Saddi, a Jew at Vienna. 


| N O W thou ſeeſt I am a truer Prophet than thy 
New Meſſias, that Impoſtor Sabbati Sevi: And 
— though I am ſo in effect, I do not aſpire at the 
itle. I claim no Character above that of a Mortal, 
who has not quite forfeited his Senſe and Reaſon, 
However, if thou wilt yet retain ſome Veneration for 
his Perſon, ſhew it by imitating his Example, and em- 
brace the Mauſſulman Faith as he has done: At leaſt he 
outwardly profeſſes it; and had the Honour to do ſo 
Arſt in Preſence of the Sultan. I know not whether 
thou haſt heard of this or no: Thy Brethren perhap: 
may be unwilling to diſperſe the News of a Conver- 
Fox bringing ſo much Infamy to all your Race. It ii 
offible they are aſhamed to own or publiſh to the 
orld, the Tidings of their own egregious Folly, in 
giving up their Faith to ſuch a Cheat as this; a Cheat 
as one would think grown ſtale and fetid enough, to 
make a Man that had the ſmalleſt Grain of Senſe recoil, 
conſidering how oft your Fathers have been bubbled be- 
fore by ſuch upſtart Mzfa/es, ſuch ſpurious Prophets as 
is. 1 5 
I commend the Wit of Sabbati Sebi, in that he 
would not ſtand the Brunt of the Grand Signior's Archers, 
or by a vain Preſumption hope for Miracles from Hea- 
ven to ſkreen his naked Body from a Shower of fatal 
Shafts. Had he been ſo raſh, I ſhould eſteem him the 
| | e greats 


\ 
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greateſt Miracle of Stupidity that ever was extant on 
the Earth. If thou haſt not been yet informed of theſs 
Paſſages, Fame will quickly bring them to thy Ears, 
and then my Letter will not ſeem obſcure. In the 
mean time, aſſure. thy ſelf, he denied his Apoftleſbip te 
ſave his Life, and this before the Grand Signior, with - 
the chief Grandees of the Court: Where at the ſame. 
Time he confeſſed One God, and Mahomet his Meſſen- 
ger. If thou art his Diſciple therefore, thou oughteſt 
to be ſtedfaſt, and tread in his Steps, giving Glory to 
the Eternal One, who has ſent Prophets into all Nations, 
to lead Men in the right Way, as he ſent Meſes to the. 
Houſe of 1/-ae/. | „ 

Nathan, ſuffer no narrow Principles, no partial Pre- 
judices to ſhut up thy Soul from the bright Splendors of 


thy Immortal Truth, which ſhine on every Man. The 
nd Light of Heaven is not confined to one particular Li- 
the neage. It is copious, large, and infinite; ſpreading a- - 
tal BN broad its Univerſal Rays, enlightning all the Fami- 
on. lies and Nations on Earth. | „ 
for It is true, I grant, the Omni potent firſt ſent Moſes 
m. with the Mritten Law to the Poſterity of Jſaac. Had 
be they obeyed the Sacred Inſtitution, it is poſſible your 
by Race had now been bleſſed above the reſt of Men. 


Perhaps your Fathers would have ſtretched their Con- 
queſts far and wide to the utmoſt Limbs of the Landl; 
from India to the We/tern Shores of Africk, and from 
the remote Borders of the South to Nova Zembla in the 
Artic Circle. Then devout Princes, would have tra- 
velled from the Four Angles of the World, and made 
long Pilgrimages to Feruſalem,' there to perform their 
Vows, and offer Sacrifice to the King of Hauen. 
But alas, your Aucgſtors turned /nfide/s and I1do/aters. 
even at the very Foot of Mount Sinai, whilſt the tre- 
mendous Ecchoes of the Thunders yet were in their Ears. 
They made themſelves a Calf of Gold, and adored the 
Idol of their own Workmanſhip. So did their Children 
worſhip Adonis, Venus, Diana, and almoſt all the Rab- 
ble of the Gentile, Gods and Goddeſſes. For which Rea- 
ſon, the Wrath of Heaven was kindled againſt that Ge- 
wrgtion: Co rouzed the Mighty Monarchs of the 
| 2 2 Ta 
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 Eaft to take up Arms, and puniſh ſuch a Wicked Race 
of Men. How oft was fair Feru/alem ſacked, and all 
the Jeaus deſtroyed or carried away Captiwes by Perf. 
ans, Medes, Afſyrians, or the Kings of Babylon: How 
many Prophets were ſent to tell them of their Errors, 
and reclaim them? But the obdurate Sons of Jacob 
ſtopped their Ears, being reſolutely bent on Wicked. 
neſs ; the-Meaſure of which being once compleat, Far: 
ſigned the Edit of your utter Ruin. For then came 
Jeſus the Son of Mary, the True Maſſias, who foretold 
the irrevocable Cataſtrophe of Feruſalem, which came 
to paſs accordingly in that very Age, when the Victo- 
rious Roman Army laid it all in Aſhes, not ſo much as 
ſparing the Glorious Temple of Solomon. Ever ſince 
Which, the Fews have been diſperſed abroad through 
all the Earth. Each Nation, City, or Province where ye 
live, account ye Execrable Fugitives and Vagabonds. 
In they mean while, the Fame of Jeſus ſpread a- 
broad; his heavenly Doctrine, perfect Lie, and mighty 
Miracles, ſubdued the Hearts of Men. Chriſtianity took 
Root in the World: It grew and branched itſelf through- 
out the Continent. The Roman and the Grecian Empires 
tamely ſat down under the Church's Shade within Three 
Hundred Years ; and quickly after, other Nations fled 
unto the Sacred Shelter. But in Proceſs of Time, this 
Religion alſo, like to yours, degenerated into Error, 
Superſtition and Idolatry. And then God raiſed up | 
Mahomet, our Holy Lawgiver.' He ſent him down the 
Book of Glory by the Hand of Gabriel; and command- 
ed him to teach it to the Houſe of Jae! firſt, and 
then to all Men that were willing to embrace the Uz4e- 
filed Faith: but to chaſtiſe with Fire and Sword, the I- 
fidels who ſhould oppoſe his Miſſion, and reſiſt the Truth, 
How ſoon the me. es Law, took place, and 
gained Ground in Arabia, Perſia, Syria, and the adja- 
cent Regions of the Eat! Nothing was able to ſtand 
before the Warlike Troops of True Beliewcrs, How 
bold and matchleſs were the Actions of the Valiant 
Hali ? How wiſe the Counſels of Sage Omar, and 
Abu-Bacre? How eloquent and forcible the Words of 
the Chaſte and Generous O/zzan F. The 7 Was 
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happy in the Company of all the Ca/iphs : They fought 
and conquered all before them. 3 
Whenever the Heavenly Banner was diſplayed, 
Trembling and Horror ſeized the Iaſidelu. Showers of 
ſucceſsful Arrows ſtreight were ſent, againſt which the 
Uncircumciſed could not ſtand ; much leſs could they 
ſuſtain the near Approach and dreadful Shock of our 
Invincible Cavalry. Their faint Battalions quickly 
ſhrunk, and poſted from the Field; whilſt ours, un- 
mindful of the Spoil, purſued the Chaſe, and ſtrewed 
the Ground with ſlaughtered Carcaſes of flying Miſ- 
creants. Conqueſt attended the True Faithful, when - 
ever they drew their Swords. Thus for above theſe 
Thouſand Years has Religion made its fortunate Ad- 
yances on the Earth: And if another Law ſhould be 
revealed, and ſome new Prophet riſe to check the far- 
ther Growth of Muſſulman Faith, and undermine the 
| Empire of the Faithful; we ought not to reflect on Ma- 
homet for this, as though he were an Impious Seducer, 
any more than we do on Moſes for your Calamities; or 
on Jeſus the Son of Mary, for the declining State of 
Chriflendom IT | 
It is not impoſſible, but that the Omnipotent may 
have hidden Reſerves of Precepts, yet to be divulged. 
He has had his various Methods and Diſpenſations in 
all Ages and Parts of the World: Neither is it fit for 


Jy Mortal Man to limit the Eternal One, or ſet him 
ne Rules. His Methods are to us incomprehenſible. 
e Fe fent Moſes, a Man bred in all the Sciences and 


Wiſdom of the Egyptians. To Jeſas he committed his 
hidden Power and Knowledge; and the Apoſtles ſpake 
all Languages. But Mahomet could neither write nor 
read, and yet thou ſeeſt his Law has proſelyted many 
mighty Kingdoms, States, and Empires. Who knows, 
but that in future Times he will convert the Apoſtats 


id World by ſome Dumb Perſon, who can neither hear nor 
W ſpeak? or by ſome blind Man, who could never ſee? 
- Or is it not impoſlible, but that he may employ ſome 


Maid of admirable Beauty, Gifts and Learning in the 
Myſterious Work. 80 were the Sybil of old inſpired 
with Sacred Wiſdom and Foreknowledge of Things to 
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come. All filled with inward Blaſts of ſome 7mmoria) 
Wind, the pregnant Virgins ſoon conceived deep Muse. 
ries of Fate, which they writ down on Leaves of 
Trees: For they were Eremits, and Twelve in Num. 
ber, as Ancient Records ſay. One of them lived at 
Cuma in Italy, where her Cave is ſhown to Travellers at 
this Day. They foretold what ſnould happen in After. 
times, particularly the Birth of Feſus the Son of Mary: 

But they never ſaid a Word of Sabbati Semi, or of any 

other Mz//as, to come after the Firſt. Theſe Holy Maid 
were had in great Veneration by the Gentiles, who ga. 
thered up the ſcattered Leaves whereon they writ their 

| Prophecies, and tranſcribed them carefully on Paper, 
that fo the Sacred Memoirs might be delivered ſafs 
down to Poſter:ty. | | 
By what I have ſaid, Nathan, thou mayeſt perceive 
that I aim at nothing elſe, but to wean thee from the 
ſuperſtitious, fond Conceit of your Nat:on, and to make 
thee ſenſible, That though God once favoured the Jeu 
with Oracles of Light and Reaſon, yet they have for 
many Ages forfeited this Privilege. Since which, he 
gave the Goſpel to Fe/us the Sor of Mary, the Alcoran to 

Mahomet, and at all Times has ſent Meſſengers and 

- Prophets to every Nation and People on Earth. 

There are no partial B:afſes in the Divinity which i 
made the Worlds. He is an inexhauſtible Aby/5 of Lowe, 
of Light and Life ; where every Creature drinks its Fill 
of Narural Happineſs, according to the different Ranks, 

Capacities, and Defires of Things. He wefis the Sun 

with an Immortal Robe of Light, the Train of which i 

vorn up by the Moon and Stars, = 

When Phebus is upon the Wing by Day, his Gar- 

ment covers all the Sy; the Golden Fringes of it dan- 

gle to the Globe, and trail along in the miry Soil, yet 
never gather the leaſt Speck of Dirt: They are dipped tai 
and plunged in Rivers, Lakes and Seas, without being ice 
wet; and yet they drink up all the Ocean by ſucceſſive 

Draughts. This lower World rejoices in the glittering 

Shew ; the Elements with every Being compounded of 

them, ae in the welcome Rays, So do the _ 

| : Above, 


e 
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bove, who take a ſingular Pleaſure to „eld ſome Part 
f the Muſtrious Dreſs about them. They wrap them 
elves half up in borrowed Light, and then, like Wefern 
-anks, the foot it too and fro in their beloved Walks 
above, giving the neceſſary Salutes and Corge's to each 
ther en Paſjant, and to the Sedentary Signs and fixed 


er. P: ars, to ſee if any of them mind their Courtly Garb 
): ad Mien: For they are the Sun's Domeſtick Pages, the 
m vourites of his Serail. At other Seaſons they ſtand 
140 ill, perhaps to gaze upon themſelves, in Contempla- 
24 ion of the Majeſtick Figure they make. | 


So have I ſeen a proud, conceited Spaniſb Trumpeter, 


er, after he had blown a Lewet pretty well, lay down the 
aft WS: ver Inſtrument with a diſdainful Gravity. His Cheezyg 


ll ſwoln with incloſed Air, and Soul puffed up with 
\rrogance, he ftruts and curls his black Maſtaches. 
'hen with big Looks, ſurveys himſelf from Head ta 
Foot; caſting an Eye of Scorn upon the ſilent Tube, 
conſcious that he alone can make it ſound ſo well. 
Thou wilt ſay, I wander in my Diſcourſe as muck 
as thoſe Heavenly Bodies I am ſpeaking of. It is true, 
athan, our Thoughts are free, and not confined 0 
Rules and Forms: We eaſily ſlip from one Imagina» 


ary Digreſſion, ſuffer me now, like them, to run re- 
ograde, and come to the Point from which I roved. 
Doubtleſs, each individual Being is filled with its 
Jential Bliſs. The Fire has its Specifick Happi- 
eſs ; ſo has the Air, the Water and the Earth, with 
all the living Generations on it. And when the Meff 
igh diſtributed the Sons of Human Race through all 
the various Climates, Zones, and Provinces, he fur- 


n {Wiſhed every Region of the Globe with Gifts and Pro- 
ducts, Riches and Delights, agreeable to the Inhabi- 
ants: with this Prowiſo, that they ſhould live in Inno- 
's cence, Juſtice, and according to Reaſon. From which 


Eternal Law, if. any People ſwerved, they ſhould for- 
feit their Privileges, and be ſubdued, if not extirpat= - 
ed, by ſome more virtuous Nation. 


mn 


jon to another. And fince I have made this Plans 
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From hence ſprung all the Revolutions of Migh 
Kingdoms and Empires; one ſucceflively ſupplanting an 
other to this Day. And the Sins of your Nation be 
ing greater, it ſeems, than thoſe of any other, God h: 
diſperſed you over all the Earth, without ſuffering ya 

to inherit or poſſeſs a Foot of Ground. 
If ever therefore Fate deſigns to reſtore the Fe 
again to the Holy Land, wherein their Fathers lived; 
never expect it, till your erroneous Minds and viciou 
Manners are reformed. Por Palſtine was never feat: 
ed ſo deliciouſly for bloody Zealots, Hypocrites, and 

| cruel Uſurers to enjoy. | | 


Wi Toar 1607, _ 


46 


"LETTER XVI. 
To Dgnet Oglou... 


1 is a Quean, a Jilt; and I am ones mo 
y cured of my Dotage. There is no Truſt uff 
Woman's Beauty, Faith or Wit: They are deceitful 
as the Fruit of Aſpbaltites: They are perfect Riddti 
and Paradoxes, and have more unlucky Tricks that 
croſs-grained Elves or. Fairies. . When a Man over: 
heated by his Amorous Paſſion thinks to embrace: 
Gogde/s, he meets with Ixion 's. Fate, and only hugs: 
gaudy Cloud or Meteo... 
- I will not make thee ſick with a particular Rehear- iſ 
ſal of my Second Folly, in-being ſo fond of one who 
hag betrayed me formerly. I will not repeat the vain 
Addreſſes I made, the kind obliging Things I ſpoke, 
nor her deceitful Anſwers. I will not tell thee hoy 
ſhe drilled me on into her Snares, and led me Captive 
in an Amorous Circle. Content thy ſelf- to know, 
that I have been Tavice her Cully; and if ever I am the 
Third Time, it will be my own Fault, as the ou 
| | 47. 
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gays. No, my Dgnet, I have done with that Falſe Sex. 
an 


Henceforth for ever, I abjure all Amorous Regards of 
Woman. I will ſhun them, as I would a Peſtiſonce. I 
wall either ſhut my Eyes, or turn them another Wa 
at leaſt, whenever I meet a Female. I will not think 
of them, but with Diſdain and Hatred. Finally, I am 
off from them to all Intents and Purpoſes. - | 


However, as the Arabian Proverb ſays, That Wind 
ou 2]:wws from an unlucky Point of the Compaſs, which avafts 
at „ Good 0 ſomebody ; ſo from Daria's falſe and feigned 
smiles, I reap ſome Benefit. I have learned a Secret, 
which-has rid my Spirit of a Thouſand Cares, Diſquiets 
and Agonies. 5 
In the Year 1664, of the Chriſtian Hegira, I ſent a 
Letter to the noble Kerker Haſſan Baſſa, our Coun- 
tryman ; wherein I informed him of an Aſſaſſin 
= made upon me in the Dark, as I was goiug to my 
| Lodgings, and how I killed the Rufhan that attempted 
on my Life. I told that generous Grandee all my 
ealouſies and Conjectures on that Subject; how 1 
uſpected ſome of my Enemies at the Porte to have a 
Hand in the Deſign; or elſe, that my Sicilian Maſter 
vas concerned in it. I knew not well what to conclude. 
- Put now I am ſatisfied it was Daria's Huſband, who 
eſenting deeply my former Amour with her, which ſhe 
11" {covered to him at large, could never be at reſt till 
e ſaw Paris, where he deſigned to be the Executioner 
of his own Revenge, and lay in wait accordingly for 
y late returnnig home: For he was not ignorant of 
my Lodging. His Wife knew nothing of his Deſign, 
e having pretended other Buſineſs at the City. And 
t was from accidental Words in her Diſcourſe, that 
collected this great Secret. For when I aſked her of 
er Huſband's Health ſhe told me, he was killed at 
ach a Time by Night, in an Alley of Paris, by 
hom ſhe never yet c6uld learn. But I ſtreight bluſh- 


ome neceſſary, careleſs Queries by degrees: And all 
er Anſwers ſtill confirmed me, as to Time and 
Place with other Circumſtances, that he muſt be the 
Man I murthered in my own Defence ſo long ago. 

"my Ike: 


d with Conſciouſneſs, and took the Hint. I dropped 
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I kept this Secret locked up in my Breaſt; not 
eould my doting Fondneſs melt me into ſuch a ſoft and 
81ſy Temper, as to betray my ſelf to her. But I took 

inward Pleaſure at the Thoughts of my Deliverance 
from that ſudden violent Death, and from my After 
Cares and Fears by this Diſcovery. Henceforward 
J will ſuſpe& no Maſſulman, though my Enemy: Nor 
mall I be ſo fearful of my Sicilian Master: No panick 
Terrors ſhall confine me to my Chamber, and make 
me ſpend my Days in fretting and conſuming Melan- 
choly. I will not be ſurprized when Strangers knock 
at the Gate, or when I hear the bluſtring Voices of 
the Pariſh-Officers below, or the Collectors of the 
King's Revenues—Yet theſe before were dreadful a 
the Sultan's Htteſcheriff, or Fatal Warrant, when he de. 
mands a Baſja's Head; ſo forcible is Jealoufy and 
ſuſpended 'Thoughtfulneſs ; ſo black the Influence of 
miſgrounded Apprehenſion, and miſtaken Guilt. 

My Dgnet, this mortal Life is a dark Labyrinth 0 
croſs Events. Bewildered Man gropes up and down; 
he often trips and ſtumbles at Contingencies ; he ſtray 
about in thorny, rugged Paths, not knowing when 
he is, or which Way to turn himſelf. Sometimes an 
Ignis Fatuus, with its deceitful Light, miſguides hin 
in miry Places, Fens, and Bogs, where he is in dan 
ger of being ſwallowed up ; or leads him to the Brink 
of an high Precipice, where, if he advance but one 
Step more, he 1s == beyond Recovery; he falls ande. 
daſhes himſelf to Pieces on under-growing Rocks. 

Reaſon is the only Clue that can conduct us ſafe 
thro! all the Windings of the perilous Maze. Heavn 
grant that thou _ I may never let go our Hold 0 
this ſo neceſſary Faculty, until he has conducted und 
fafe to Paradi/e. i 


Paris, 15th of the 12th Moon, 
of the Tear 1667. 
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frer To the Kaimacham., 

rard MT 7 5 N 
Nor AST Year I gave thee an Account of the Birth 
uck | of a young Princeſs of France. Now I ſhall in- 
ake orm thee, that ſhe was baptized on the 2 iſt of this 
lan Bo. Baptiſm with the Nazarenes is equivalent to our 
ock cunciſſan; nay, it is ſomething more Divine, if we 


may believe them: They call it the Sacrament of Initi- 
ation, the Firft Myſtery of Chriſtian Faith, But when it 
s applied to the Children of Ræyal Extraction, the Sons 
dr Daughters of Kings, it looks more like a Ceremony 
df State than a Myſtery of Religion. However, be it 
what it will, itis performed with Abundance of Pomp 
ind Magnificence. And at this Ceremony it is that 


þ very Chriſtian receives his Name, which is given by the 
wn -:7/2thers and Godmothers, that is, Perſons who ſtand 
ray 77::is for the Child's Education in the Chriſtian Reli- 
hero. This Princeſs was named Maria Thereſa by the 


Dutcheſs Dowager of Orleans, and by the Duke of Eu- 


| uen. | 


dan On the ſame Day the Cardinal Duke of Vendoſine had 
rink 2:.75ence of the King and Queen, in quality of Legat de 

* Latere from the Pope. It ſeems, the King of France had 
an 


deſired the Pope to ſtand Godfather to the Daupbin, 
hich the good Prelate accepting, ſent this Cardinal as 
is Deputy and Repreſentative to perform the Charge. 
e is to give the Dauphin his Name. In the mean while, 
e ſtands much upon Pundi/ios, requires vaſt Reſpects 
and Submiſſions from the French Biſbops; and carries 
imſelf with as much State, as if he were a God, or an 
agel; looking as big, as if he were the Emperor of the 
rwiverſe. And well he may, fince during this Lega- 
ien, he has as much Power as the Pope himſelf; that 
overeign Prelate having inveſted him with all his own 
Paternal full Authority; which he would make the 
'orld believe, is greater than that of Earthly Kings 
and Emperors, And yet be ſtiles himſelf the Servant of 
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the Sermants of Gop. A fine Piece of Ecclefiafiica 


recovering that Crown again. 


" the Moor ; but a perpetual Circle of the ſame Event, 
What we admire in this Age as a Novelty, has bee 
acted over and over in former Times. Peace follow: 
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1 Received thy invaluable Diſpatch, containing mar- 


Myſteries heretofore undiſcovered ; Yet I was ne 


Spirit, O thou Terreſtrial Star of the firſt Magnitudl 


Hypocriſy ! the Ways of theſe Infid5/s are double. The 
Practice runs counter to their Profeſſion: They woul 
fain appear as Saints, when in effect they are little bet 
ter than Devil. PAS LETS 995 4 | | 
There has been a great Alteration lately made in 
Portugal, the Eflates of that Nation having compelled 
their King to renounce his Government, and confer it on 
Dan Pearo his Brother. The Spaniard laughs at thi 
privately, hoping from their inteſtine Animoſities to 
draw Occaſions of advancing his own Intereſt, and oh: 


Accompliſhed Miniſter, there is nothing new unde 


War, and War treads cloſe upon the Heels of Peace, 
Faith, Perfidy, Sedition, Obedience, Virtue and Vice e 
are the reciprocal Off-ſpring of each other. There u 
nothing fixed or ſtable ; but the World turns round 
upon Eternal Vi iciflitudes. — 8 „ 


of the Tear 1668. 
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del Melec Muli Omar, Preſident of . 


- vellous Things, Revelations of a ſublime ank, 


much ſurprized, having all along preſaged ſome val « 
Improvement of Learning from thy accompliſhel 


Chief in the Canſtellasions of the South, 
Glory 


4 
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Glory be to Gop, who from infinite Darkneſs ſtarted 
de Eternal bright Ideas of the Univerſe ; and on the 
omb of everlaſting Silence, begat the WORD by 
/hich he formed all Things. Doubtleſs, there is no 
lemiſh in his Works; no Botches, Knobs, or diſpro- 
ortionable Unevenneſſes: The World is a perfect Beau- 


Were Ptolemy alive, thy Syſſem of the Heaven, would 
ut him to the Bluſh : And Tycho Brahe would ſneak 
t of his Planetary Frame, by ſome wild and more 
dan Eccentrick Motion, aſhamed that he had been ſuch 
Botcher in A/tronomy. Copernicus himſelf would fink 
nder the Burthen of the Moon, which the overloaded 
arth would in revenge let fall upon him, for his unna- 
ral Cruelty to his aged Mother, in burthening her ſo 
ng ; and all the World would celebrate thy Praiſe, 
ho has thus happily reſcued Heaven and Earth from 
their Embarraſſments. | 
Thy Thoughts are high and elevated to the Heaven 
Heavens; yet thy Humility ftoops to the Centre of 
e Earth. But all Mankind would be obliged to thee 
reſh, if thou wouldſt vouchſafe to take the middle 
ath, and ſurvey with thy accuſtomed Accuracy the 
rface of this Globe, whereon we Mortals tread. Geo- 
apby being already ſenſible of her elder Siſter's Hap- 
neſs, in thy Correction and Amendments of the for- 
er Aftronomick Schemes, languiſhes alſo for thy Su- 
xrvidal of her own Defects and Blemiſhes. " $9 
Thoſethat have meaſured the Earth, cannot agree in 
ating her Circumference : And there were few in for. 
er Times who did believe the Antipoden. The Mu/- 
lnans of India do aſſert, that the Earth is ſupported 
eight mighty Elephants: And thoſe of Turkey ſay, it 
ſts upon the Horns of a great Bull. If either of theſe 
pinions were to be taken inthe Literal Senſe, it would 
t the dulleſt Philoſopher to Subſannation, or at leaſt a 
it of Laughter. . But doubtleſs they are Alegories, un- 
er Which are vailed ſome true and natural Secrets. 
However, let the G/obe reſt where it will, on Bulls, 
Bears, or Elephants, or Camels, Dromedaries, Horſes, 

che Back of Atlas, as the Gentiles did affirm Fel 
: . wo 
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would -fain know, methinks, how large a Space d 
Land we have to tread upon, and what Proportion i 
allotted to the Sea. of DO 

It is true, we have a common Notion of Four ual 
ters of dry Land; Alia, Africk, Europe, and merit 
Yet this is quarrelled at by thoſe of later Times, wh 
add a Fifth, which they call Magellanica, or the Soutl 
ern unknown Earth. From immemorial Times, our I; 
thers were acquainted with the Three Firſt Diviſions « 
Precincts of the G/abe : But the two laſt were but d 
late diſcovered, fince the Improvement of Nawigatin 
and the Invention of the Compaſs. XS] 

There is a vulgar Tradition every where in voguMi* 
that after Noah's Flood, Aſia fell to the Share of Self 
and his Poſterity, Africk to Cham, and Europe to Ju 
phet. Whether this be true or no, cannot be proved 
but is wholly owing to Conjecturo. However, this i 
certain, that if it were ſo, there have been mighy 
Changes in the Inheritance of Noah's Off. /pring, and 
Alterations of their ſeveral Limits : Inſomuch, as noy 
they ſeem to be in Part blended and mixed Yogethe 
or at leaſt ſhuffled from one to another. ; 

Thoſe who lived in the Middle Ages, made but Tay 
Diwvifions of the Globe, viz. Afia and Europe. And it 
this they alſo differed: For ſome made 4f+ick only: 
Province, or Part of the latter, perſuading themſelve 
that they were antiently joined together, tho' afterwan 
ſeparated by a violent Irruption of the Atlautic Sea by 
the Streights of Gibraltar, which before was a narroy 

| 1 hmus, or Neck of Land; but from the Time that 
Bank was waſhed away, the Mediterranean Sea derived 
its Origin. Others made Africk a Part of Aa, the 
being not abſolurely parted by any Sea; though ſome 
gyptian Kings and Reman Emperors attempted to make: 
Canal between the Mediterranean and Red Sea. 

A third Sort divided the known Part of the Worll 
into Afa, Europe, Africk, and Egypt: Whillt a fourt! 
Placed Egypt to the Account of Alia, making the Rivet 
Nile the Boundary between it and Africk. But this wa 
incommodious, in regard it left that Part of Egypt on the 
Weſt of Nile to Africk. Such was the Confuſion of the 
antient Greek and Roman Geographers. 40 
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As for America, it takes its Name from Americus Veſ 
tius a Florentine, who made the ſecond Voyage to diſ- 
ver it. For it was firſt deſcryed by Chriflopher Colum- 
5s, a Genoeſe, in the Year of the Chriſtian Hegyra, 
142, by the Order and at the Charge of Ferdinand, 
ing of Arragon and Caftile, This Part of the World 
divided into two mighty Empires; the Northern, or © 
at of Mexico; and the Southern or that of Peru. 
Magellanica, or the & outhern Unknown Land, derives 
> Name from Ferdinand Magellan, the firſt that ever 
ſcovered it ; in the Year 1520, when he failed quite 
hund the Globe. About five and forty Years afrerwards, 
rancis Drake, an Engliſhman, touched upon the ſame 
oaſts ; and twelve Years after him, Thomas Cavendi/h, 
e of his Countrymen. Likewiſe Oliver wan Noord, a 
lallander, undertook the ſame Voyage. But none 
ade ſuch Advances in this new Diſcovery, as a certain 
paniard, call'd Ferdinand de Quier. — 
God knows, what ſtrange and unexpected Novelties 
is Country might afford, if Men were once acquainted 
ith it. This may be the Sanctuary of the Ten Tribes 
f faelites, which were led away Capti ves by Salman- 


his Country are of another Race than that of Noah and 
dam. We may from them, it is poſſible, derive new 
ights, as to the Pre-exiſtence of human Souls. Who 
nows, but they have Records more exact and antient 
han the Indians and Chineſe ? Be it how it will, I am 
lear for new Diſcoveries. _ There is a certain ſpecifick 
boldneſs in my Spirit, which prompts me to invade the 
dretended Modeſty of Nature: I long to furl the Veil, 
Fkich hides ſo many Secrets; and with a Philoſophick 
onfidence, were I in Power, I would rumple up the 
nvious Coverings of ſuch deſirable Wonders. > 

Oh! that ſome God- lite Monarch in this Age would 
n Royal Bounty equip a Navy, and man them with the 
oft expert and reſolute Manners on Earth, with Veſ- 
els to tranſport an Army of Land-Soldiers, with Ten- 
ders to carry Meat, Drink, Apparel, and other Neceſ- 
aries for ſo vaſt ap Expedition. Surely, the Event would 


ſer King of Afjria : Or perhaps the Inhabitants of 
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anſwer ang, = wang; the Gains would far tranſcend 1 
Coſt, the Honour infinitely ſurpaſs the Peril: and 
our known familiar World would be obliged by ſuch 
fortunate Undertaking. - 

| Sage Omar, it depends on thee to bring this Thin 
to =" of Start but the Propoſal to ſome mighty &. 
reign, thy Recommendation will be of Force. Thi 
wilt be more than a Columbus, Magellan, or Pixam 
In fine, thou wilt wind up the Searches of this ingu 
fitive Age, and put a Stop to future Scrutinies. 
I only hint the Thing; do thou purſue it, and i 
Generations ſhall celebrate thy Fame. Gop inſji 
| thee with freſh Ardors. 1 8 . 


$ Paris, 7th of the zd Moon, 
of the Year 1668. | 


— — — * 


- Ä it. 


Ta Oſman Adrooneth, Aſtrologer 20 th 
. Sultan at Adrianople. 4 


L D Ptolemy was much out of his Byaſs ; his wil 
irregular Fancy, drunk with the Lees of 4-i/olti 
dark Opinion and Conceit, tumbled and fell aſleep u 
on the Thought of the Earth's being Centre to th 
Univerſe, and then the reſt of the Yorld ſeemed to rn 
round his giddy Head. He often ſtrove to lift his he: 
vy Noddle up, to ſee whether it were ſo or not. Bu 
the beſotting Load of Prepoſſeſſion weighed him dom 
again: He flumbered, dreamed, and ſnorted loud 
ſtretched at large upon the fair Chimera. 
The ſtudious Candidates of Truth and Science, b 
bis Example fell to the ſame Riot in Philoſophy, an 
continued the Debauch for many Ages : Till too mud 
ſurfeited and cloyed with ſuch a fulſome Entertainmen 
bold Tycho Brahe rubs his Eyes, and wakes the Company 
with a new Syltem of the mighty Frame. . al 
ne | eg 
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gan to ſtart and rouze, as at ſome Prodigy. His 
avenly Gimcracks pleaſed the Palate of the Age. 
js Epicycles, Eccentricks, Perige's and Ypoge's, with 
the reſt of his gay Whim-whams, were received 
th general Applauſe, till the more excellent Copernis 
appeared with ſomething Newer ſtill : And then the 
undring Dane, abaſhed, ſlipped off the Stage, without 
much as taking his Leave. „ 
The Aſtronomers ſoon fell in Love, and payed im- 
„ ccit Adoration to the Idol which Copernicus ſet up ; 
ait was but reaſon, ſince they had never ſeen a fairer 
a juſter Scheme of the World before. 
Vet every Age improves it ſelf in Knowledge on the 
uins of the former. And thus what Pro/emy never 
und out, nor Tycho Brabe or Copernicus could mend or 
atch, if now they were alive; is very lately diſcover- 
| by the incomparable Hauel Melec Muli Omar, Preſi- 
ent of the College of Sciences at Fex. i | 


phy there, firſt ſtarted the Propoſal of a Mathemati- 

Experiment: And laying Heads together, the Pri- 

ate of Moroſco Doctors, Fathers of the African Al- 
quz's living, found a true Demonſtration in it. 

I have lately received a Diſpatch from that renown- 
d Prelate, with an incloſed Model of this Planetary 

lachine : A Copy of which I ſend thee, drawn by 

y own Hand It repreſents the Original to a Point. 
Kamine it well, and thou wild find it is much more 

gular and exact, than any of thoſe antiquated 

hemes ; and anſwers all the Queſtions of 4fronomy 

thout the leaſt apparent Blunder. Beſides, it has a 

rfe&t Symmetry and Proportion in every Part: It 

akes the World appear a compleat Beauty. Where- 

the Frame which Tycho Brahe made, was all deform- 

| with wild Unevenneſſes. Nor was the Sy/fem of 

e ernicus without a manifeſt Botch, in making the 
nall Orb of the Moon alone to interfere with that of 

le Earth: Whilſt all the other Planets circulate in 

er own entire and ſolitary' Spheres, without an Inter- 

per to diſturb them. ; 8 


The happy Muſa 48'ul Yatuſtan, Profeſſor of Philo- 
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Beſides, he makes the Earth an Ailas to the Moy 
whilſt this poor weary. Ge is forced in his Opinig 
to drudge yearly round the Zodiack, with the vaſt q 
then of Diana on its Shoulders. 155 1 5 
If it be ſo, it is no wonder that the Earth ſo ofy 
faints and trembles under the mighty Load. Hen 
forth we need not lay the Blame of Zarthquakes to e- 
celadus ; as if the drowzy, ſnoring Giant, turning == 
monſtrous bulky Corps from one fide to the oth 
were the ſole Cauſe of theſe Convulſions: When My 
tals reel and ſtagger, as they walk upon the Surfac: 
when Trees and Mountains rock as in a Cradle, m 
whole Cities are ſometimes ſwallowed up. 
No; let poor Euceladus ſleep on, and take what Rt 
he can in his /z/2rna/ Priſon. There was no Dang 
of his ever ſtirring again, after he had been once th 
roughly ſowed in Lethe's All-benumming Streams. 
pernicus is only in the Fault: Whenever we feel tie 
fatal heavings of the Globe, it wWas too unmerciful 
Taſk he impoſed upon it, eſpecially in its Old Age, 
It would have grumbled in its early Day and ſtun 
Youth, had it been thus ſeverely uſed by Orpheus, I 
mer, Hermes Triſmegifius, or any other of the Primit 
Sages. But now to be thus roughly handled by any 
ſtart Infidel in its declining Years, when three Parts '* 
irs Marrow is decayed, and its once potent Nerves a 
Sinews are ſhrunk, its Liver waſted, and every Vit 
winding away, almoſt broke its Heart. = 
Therefore theſe African Sages, in Duty to tia” 
aged Mother the Earth, have found a Way to free | 
from the Burthen of the Moon in her decrepit State 
and yet to make the Sus the Centre of the World; a 
juſting at the ſame time, with accurate Laws, anda 
unblemiſhed Order, the Motions, Stations, and v: 
ous Poſtures of the Planets, | | 
This happy Revelation in Aftronomy is not to be 
vulged in Publick Writings, leſt ſome inquiſitive, 
rious Traveller, ambitious Nazarene, or envious Jeu" 
ſhould chance to light upon the ſacred Scheme, uff. 
boaſt himſelf the Inventor of it. 
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nic u/mans of the Firſt Rank : For ſuch Celeſtial My- 
ies ought not to be proftituted to the Vulgar. Tell 


h, all the Fran Merchants at Aleppo ſoon ſhall be 
en de privy to the matchleſs Secret. Be it a perpetual 
o auam in the Breaſts of ſublime Men, exalted Souls, 
end of GoD, and little leſs than Prophets, And be 
ill all the Sages of the Zaſt and Soutb are firſt made 


pts of the Uncircumciſed Nation. Then let it be 
mulged in Allab's Name throughout the Globe, to 
Eternal Honour of God, and the Glory of his Pro- 


to whom alone the pureſt Reformation of the U- 
tu erſe is owing | 

Do but ſurvey with an indifferent Look the laſt and 
elieſt Portraiture of the World that ever was made 
Man. Fix thine admiring Eyes on the Magnifick 
t and Palace of the Sun. Conſider at the ſame time 
tai true and equal Forms, Dimenſions, Diſtances, and 
tual Interſections of the ambient Orbs, without the 
ut leſt Blur or Blot in all the Eternal Frame. Then 
ni me thy Opinion, whether thou canſt not calculats 
ts Y vities, erect all manner of Schemes, make Alna- 
, tell credulous Men their future Fortunes, appoint 
Vida £c/:2/e5 of the Sun and Moon, ſet Venus and Mercury 
ether by the Ears, to ftir up a furious Mars to make 


{ not wheedle the ſowre Curmudgin Saturn, into & 
at obliging Humour; or fret the noble Jupiler to 
dneſs, by a damned Conjunction with his mortal E- 


Il me, I ſay, whether thou canſt not perform all this 
more, as well by the incloſed Effigies of the World, 


ed by the old Threadbare, Weather-beaten, Worm- - 


n Italian Clock-work of Ptolemy ; or the later In- 
tions of Tycho Brahe and Copernicus. . 

t will now no longer be a Secret, how thoſe Birds 
ole themfelves, which at a certain Time of the Year 


et it be only communicated to Learned, Faithful 


the little Jaſnir Sigire Rugial of it: For if thou 


ſible of it, and able to defend it againſt the vain At- - 


t, who could neither write nor read, yet has Diſci- 


urly-burly in the Heawens and Elements; or, if thou 


ny; and a thouſand more Aftrological Enterprizes. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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are ſeen to-gather in mighty Troops, and fly din 
upward out of human Sight; not one of the whole 
eies being leſt behind, or found on any Part of 
Earth, until the Moon has rolled full ſix Times ng 
the Zowzack: When they return again in equal ( 
Panies into this Globe, each Species to his native h 
on. For the intelligent Foauls exactly know the H 
in which the Earth does in its yearly Circulation ir 
ſe& the neighbouring Orb of the Moon, and then 
ſnatch the Opportunity to quit the attractive Aim 
and take the Air of that adjacent Planet. 
J have a great deal more to ſay on this Subject, yl 
F' will referve for another Letter. In the mean 1 
thou venerable Star- gaxer, adieu, and remembery 
private. pe | ” 


Paris 7th of the zd Moon, 
of the Tear 1668, 


LETTER XXI. 


To- the Venerable Mufti, Principal Sup pon 
Learning and true Science. 


83 HE Orders of thy Sanctity came like a Met 
from Heaven, ſurpriſing me at once with eq 
Pleaſure and Aſtoniſſiment. Every Line increaſed 
Rapture. And now 1 thought I had no more to. 
for in the World, fince the Great Patriarch of 
Faithful has condeſcended to embrace the Advice 
mean a Slave as Mahmut. It has been my paſſio 
Deſire to ſee Knowledge flouriſh in the Renowned (| 
man Empire, that the Infadels may no longer rep 
us with Ignorance and Barbariſm. This was the 
ſon that J ſo often importuned thy Predeceſſor to end 
rage the Tranſlation of Hiſtories into the Turiiſb L 

uage. Now thou art pleaſed to begin this glon 
Work, and to honour me, by requiring my Inſtruch 
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e management of it. Nay thou haſt commanded 
to lay the Foundation of ſo. Illuſtrions an Enter- 
e, in preſenting thee a Pattern or Model of this 
t Work, containing an Hiſtorical Epitome of the 

> Great Monarchies, with a brief Series of the moſt 
M rkable and famous Tranſlations, Charges, and o- 
Events in the World, with reference to the Nati- 
nd Age wherein they happened. „„ 
ns to the Advice thou demandeſt of me, I think it 
d be for the Honour and Benefit of the Muſulmant, 

a compleat Hiftory of the Vorid ſhould be collected 
of the moſt antient and ſincere Writers, and digeſt- 
nto Annals, from the very Beginning of Time, down 
e Reign of our preſent Emperor, the Auguſt Sove- 
nof the whole Earth: That ſo whatſoever has been 
e on Earth worthy of Memory, may be ranked.in 
roper Time and Place; and we may not grope any 
ger in the dark, when we would know in what Year 
geany famous Warrior or Monarch lived or died ; 
Then any renowned City was built, beſieged, taken, 
deſtroyed, and by whom all theſe Things were 
>: With many other uſeful Memoirs, in which the 
mans are now wanting. : Ps 
the Beginning of this Wert, it would be abſolute- 
eceſſary to have recourſe to the Chronicles of the In- 
s, Perfians, and Egyptians, and to the Writings of 
eus, Homer, Thales, Zeno, and others of Greece, 
nicia and Thrace, For tho' the Nazarenes of the 

f deſpiſe the Authority of theſe Autbors, and calume 
e all for Fables and Romances which was delivered 
re the firſt O/ympiad; yet the more impartial Inha- 
nts of the Eaſt, whether Chriſtians or Muſſulmans 


nothing which has the undoubted Stamp of An- 
dit: but rather ſeek to unriddle the myſterious Ex- 
prnons of the Poets and Philifophers, who ſtrove in- 
« riouſly to cover all their Knowledge and Traditions 
end er dark /Enigma's, Figures, Parables, that ſo the 


ine Secrets of Antiquity might not be prophaned by 
rude and unpoliſhed Vulgar. a 


k 


— d 
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It was ever the Maxim of ſome antient Sages and 
liticians, thus to keep the People in Ignorance of 
Times; the better to aſſure their Dominion and Ayt 
rity over them. They only revealed what was obyi 
to every Man's Senſe, the manifeſt and viſible Infly 
ces of the heavenly Bodies of the Sun, Moon and Sy 
the Natures of Plants and Animals, with whatſoever; 
was liable to any Man's Eye and Apprehenfſion. ] 
as to the more abſtruſe and leſs conſpicuous Work 
Nature, they were like the Secrets of State kept uy 
a Veil. | 

Yet there wanted not Men of Wiſdom in other 7, 
of the World, who ſtrove to unfold all Things; andn 
der Mankind familiar with whatſoever fell under hun 
Intellect. Among theſe, the Indians and Chins 


ſerve the firſt Place, who were never covetous oft 


Gifts of Nature, but ſought to improve all thoſe oft 
Nations in the Knowledge of the Arts and Sciences, 
eſpecially in the Sy/em of antient Hifory. Theſe}, 
ple ſhut up themſelves from the reſt of the World 
many Ages, fearing leſt Commerce might corrupt 
Simplicity of their primitive Laws and Inſtitutia 
Only Alexander the Great, and before him, Semira 
Queen of the 4/jyrians, had never Acceſs to the h 


in old Time. And China was never open till of l 
when their too potent Neighbours the Tartars bi 
through their Famous Wall, and ſubdued the wh 
Empire: And their Buſineſs was not with Books | 
— --- „ 


For theſe Reaſons we may not wonder, that the! 
dian Brachmans, and the Bonzi's of China, deliver! 
Account of the Origin of the World, and the next lit 
ceeding Ages, ſo far beyond the Epocha's of all otlt 
Hiſtorians, eſpecially theſe in the We/. | 
For Events of later Date, the Compilers of this N. 
may make Uſe of ſuch Hiforians as have written t 
Annals of ſeveral Nations lince the firſt Olympiad, 


) 


f 
| 


— 
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f thou knoweſt not what an Olympiad means, it is 
Form of Computation uſed in the antient Grecian 
yra, every Olympiad containing Four Years. And 
Firſt of theſe Olympiads began in the Year of the 
r/d 3228. At which Time Chorebus of Elis ſigna- 
d himſelf, by winning the firſt Race that ever was 
at the Olympic Games. Theſe Games were celebra- 
every Olympiad ; and all the Youth of Greece. flock- 
to them, to try their Skill in Running, Wreſtling, 
| other manly. Exerciſes. 5 | 
\bout this Time Hifforians began to write partially, 
| the Truth could hardly be diſcerned from the Fa- 
ous.Errors with which it was adulterated. .Yet this 
er proceeds from a Nalional Emulation, than from. 
deſign to corrupt the Antient Belief. Howev®, thou 
yeſt give Credit to Thucydides, who in the 86th Ohm 
began to write his Hiſtory of the Var in Pelopon- 
u, between the Lacedemonians and thoſe of Athens; 
ich Var continued one and twenty Years, as that 
thor teſtifies, who wrote Annal. of it from the Be- 
ning to the End. And among other remarkable 
ages, which he is very exact in recounting, he men- 
ps a famous Eclipſe of the Sun, that happened in the 
| Year of that Var; and was ſo great, that the 
rs appeared at Noon-Day in the Sky. Plutarch al- 
ſpeaks of this Eclip/e, telling us, that Pericles, 
ince of the Athenians, being at Sea when the Sur 
thus darkened, and perceiving the Maſter of 
Veſſel in a great Fright, as at ſome Prodigy, he 
w his Cloak over the Man's Face, and aſk'd him, 
be was afraid of that, or looked upon it as a had O- 
And when the Maſter anſwered, No: Pericles 
ly'd, What Difference is there between this Eclipſe of. 
dur, and that, fince both are cauſed by the Interpoſition 


& 6 Veil between the Sun and thine Eyes ; only that Veil 
nt arger than my Cloak, it being the Moon euhich covers. 


t Glorious Lamp from our Sight ? e 
Much about the ſame time lived one Herodotus and 
lanicus, two famous Hiſtorians, Men of Integrity and 
dit ; and Hippocrates, the Renowned Phy/ician of A- 


the, 
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| thens, Theſe are worthy to be tranſlated into the 70 


Language; as are alſo Zexophon and Polybius, y 
wrote after them. They all, except the laſt, lived 
the Time of the Perſian Monarchy, and therefore 
moſt likely to deliver down a true Account of then 
morable Events that happened during that formidi 
Empire. © | „ 1 5 | 
As for the Macedonian Monarchy, the moſt Emin 
Writers were Curtius, Arrianus, and Diodorius Sicul 
but this laſt is frequently miſtaken in his Chrono! 
and therefore ought to be corrected by the otha 
Plutarch alſo muſt be conſulted, and Joſephus the J. 
with Strebo, Appian, Livy,. Juſtin and Pauſantas. | 
they either ſerve to illuſtrate one another, where t 
treat of the ſame Matters; or elſe the one carries 
the Thread of Hiſtory, where tbe other left off. 4 
therefore thou needeſt not wonder that I namg ſo ma 
Authors, fince they are worthy of Credit, and abſolu 
ly neceſſary to the compleating an entire Hiftory of 
Werld ; whereas there are a Rabble of other Mrit 
who are ſcarce worth the naming ; much leſs their A 
thority to be truſted to, in compiling an univerſal } 
fory, which is to give a new Luſtre to the Orton an bi 
ire, and raiſe its Credit in the Learned World. 
As for the Roman Empire, it will be neceſlary 1 
make uſe of Joſephus, Tacitus, Suetonius, Philo, Xi 
linus ; Zonaras, Ammianus Marcellinus, Velleius Paid 


las, Seneca, Florus, Livy, and Suidas. 7 
Theſe will be ſufficient Materials with which t 
Tranſlators, Scribes, and Compilers may accompliſh t 
Illuſtrious Undertaking ; the Encouragement where 
J again earneſtly recommend to thy Liberality u 
Munificence. | | 
What concerns the Injunction thou haſt laid on n 
to draw a Pattern or Model of this great Work, in pi 
ſenting thee with a brief Abſtract of the Ri, and i 
of the Four Monarchies, with ſuch memorable Ever 
as will be proper to direct the Undertakers in the V 


thod of digeſting this Univerſal Hifory ; I will reſen 


V. 
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\ther Letter, not havin g thoſe Books by me which are 
uiſite to aſſiſt me in this Affair. 8 

n the mean time, I pray Heaven 97g this noble 
terprize, and grant that thou mayeſt live the Space 
many O/ympiads, to ſee the Effect of thy Bounty ; 
en this Univerſal Hifory being finiſhed, ſhall inſtrutt 
> Muſſulmans, and defeat the Calumnies of the Uu 
cumciſed. 


ris, 24 of the 5th Moon, 5 
of the Year 1668. ERS 


The End of the F irſt Book — 
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LETTER J. 
Exiled Eunuch, at Alci 


5 4 4. KE. . ou 

| H Y Sufferings' ierce my Heart 3 'T owe the ® 

| Pity. on the Score of human Nature; and! f 
| more 'Compaihap as thou art a Maſſulna - 

| 1 


but where is the Tongue or Ben that can deſcrit 
the Sympathy of Friends? Oanſt thou in a deſponi 
ing Manner caſt thy ſelf upon thy Bed, there to a 
| Hale, in melancholy. Sighs, that pungent Sorron 
which can find no other Vent, unleſs thoſe Vapou 
of the Spleen condenſe to Showers of Tears? Cail 
thou do this, and I remain inſenſible all the while! 
No! I am a perfect Eccho to thy ſaddeſt Groans. Al 
when thou weepeſt, my Heart is not a Stone, that ſpit 
ters back again the Drops that fall on it; but it is lik 
Clay, that ſoftens with the gentle, ſolemn Diftillatio 
Believe that I ſweat Blood, when n 1 

"A RO 
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ears. I am not capable of Moderation toward my 


exceſſive, when ſuch a one as thou occaſioned them. 
is equal Pleaſure to live or die in this magnetick 


thou haſt a Spark of Love of Mabmar, do not kill 
ze with thy ſad Complaints. For whilſt I hear that 


ow can I live, without perpetual Deaths, more terri- 


me ? | | 
Thou art bred a Courtier, and ſo was I: Our Infant- 
lood was ſeaſoned with the Grand Sigzior's Bread and 
alt ; we equally imbibed the Manners, Habits, Cuſ- 
ms, Maxims and the Pride of the Serail; with the 


ur early Years. Since which, we have ſeen the va- 


res. We have beheld the invincible Emperor of Chi- 
a fall a Vidim to the Perfidy of his Slaves, and to the 
ore propitious Fortune of the Tartars. After ano- 
her Manner was the Glory of the Britiſb Monarchy 
clipſed. But no Foreign Story can match the barba- 


an, and Ibrahim, all within our Memory. + * 
O! Mehemet, we have lived too long after theſe Spoils 
f Royal Blood. How can we repine at our own pri- 
an Nate Loſſes and Affections, whilſt we do but ſip the flat 
nſipid Relicts of thoſe tragical, ſprightly Potions, brew - 
d for all the Palates of the greateſt Princes. Hence- 
ei orth let us live, as if we were among the Dead. . Let 
ro hear, and ſee, feel, take and ſmell theſe outward 
Dbje&s ex paſſant, without being ſenſible what we do 
Ir ſuffer: Let us anticipate, by a wiſe Prevention, the 


nile at Stroke of Death, by dying every Moment. 

AM Go to the Pyramids, my Mabemet, or would to God I 
ſpuWould go thither for thee ; there to contemplate the 
late of human Glory, the Mock-Grandeur of this 


World. Conſider all the Race of the Egyptian Kings, 


their 


:end. My Love, my Joy, my Grief and Anger are 
int : For Souls of Friends are perfect Uniſons. Then, 
zou art thus abandoned to Misfortune and Deſpair, 


le than what we all muſt undergo by the Courſe of 
ature ? Doſt thou delight to make a conſtant Martyr 


ilaw, the Milk, Sorbets, and other Nouriſiment of 


ous Revolutions of mighty K:ngdoms, States, and Ems 


ous Maſſacres of our Majeftick Sultans, Muſtapha, Oſ. 


vho built theſe coſtly and e Structures, or 
5 | . 
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their Fathers for them: Who filled the hollow Pi 
with Silver, Gold, and precious Stones; u hilſt, vi 
their Magick Laws, they- liſted Legions of Sin 
dwelling in the Air, Fire, Earth, and Water, obligiy 
them to guard the wealthy Sepulchres: And tell w 
then, what thou canſt find in thoſe ſuperarnuats 
Vaults ? Nothing but Stench and Darkneſs. Old Tj 
has filched away the ſlighter Glories of the Place; at 
his younger Brother 4warice has plundered all the n 
which was the more ſubſtantial Part. He could ha 
done no leſs in common good Manners, than take th 
Leavings of the Heir, the Elder of the two. I. 
great Al. maimun thought to have the Gleanings d 
their Harveſt; but he found the Gain would never ei 
ceed the Coſt. 33 = 
But what is become. of all the Founders. of thei 
aſtoniſhing. Fabricks ? Look in the Tomb of Cheops, wh 
is ſuppoſed. to build the greateſt of the Pyramids; ani 
thou wilt not find the leaſt Relict of his Aſhes : Or! 
thou ſhouldeſt, it will be impoſſible to diſtinguiſh then 
from the common Duſt. of other Mortals, though h 
meaneſt Slaves: So mutable is human Glory; ſou 
conſtant all the Smiles of Fortune. ; 
Do but reflect on all the glorious. Conqueſts of 4 
ander tht Great, and on the Triumphant Entry he ma 
in Babylon, when the Chariot. which carried him, w 
an Epitome of all the Riches which the Indies could if 
ford; and yet that Chariot ought to be eſteemed but 
one Degree before the Hearfe, which in a very fe 
Days, with an Obſcurity beneath the Merits of ſo gres 
a Viator, conveyed him to his Grave. 8 25 
| Conſider. Cæſar, who after four and twenty Battle 
wherein he always got the Day, was drawn in a Ti- 
umphant Chariot to the Capitol by forty Elephants; ye 
now his. Name is hardly thought of. | 
So Epaminondas thought to out-vye the Warld in hi 
magnificent Inſults; yet all this glorious ,Pageanty 
ended in Duſt and Aſhes. Aurelian led the Gran 
_ Captive with Zenobia ; yet he himſelf at laſt becant 
The Priſoner of Death. The pompous Galley of C- 05 
Faire, when ſhe celebrated the Ciciljan Triumph, as a 
- TO | þ 
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t to mend the Poop of Charon's Boat, when ſhe was 
be ferried to Elixium. So the proud Sz/eftris, whole 
dach was drawn by four vanquiſhed Kings, at laſt was 
in to owe his uncouth Funeral to four ſordid Slaves, 
gat no ſtole his naked Corpſe away from the deſigned Re- 
enge of tactious Eunuc bs, and buried it in a Heap of 
amel's Dung. FL wee 5 
But where is the Pen, or Pencil, that will to the Life 
eſcribe the unmatched Cavaleade of Pompey, when by 
e proſperous Cœmiſiry he had extracted all the richeſt 
pirits and Eſſences of Eastern Wealth, to grace his 
| ntry into Rome fo | : | 
„The Front of the Procaſſton dazzled every Eye with 
e ſtrange Luſtre of Diamonds and Carbuncles mixed 
Chequer-wiſe: An Oriental Figure, or rather the 
ubſtance of all Aa in Epitome. Then followed the 
mage of the Creſcent Moon in maſſy Gold, with a 
rain of Mountains of the ſame Metal, whereon were 
oods of Jet, Vines whoſe Grapes were entire Sa- 
hires, and Animals of Porphyry, grazing on Fields of 
) ierdant Amethyſts. | | 5 
To ſanctify this glorious Shew, the Golden Images 
ff Jupiter, Mars, and Pallas, came next in ſight, with 
nad hirty Crowns of Gold, born up by the chief Captains 
wulf his Army, as if ſo many Kingdoms were deſigned 
or their Reward. And becauie Gods and Goadeſſes 
hould not want a Temple, Five hundred Slaves bore up 
x Fane, built all” of maſly Silver, waſhed with Gold. 
ind at the Back of this appeared the Statue of the 
Conqueror, on which no Eye could fix, being cruſted 
dver with Hyacinths and Pearls. Es 
Behold, my Mebemet, an Exuberance of human 
Glory : Yet wonder not to ſee a Man come after all ; 
a Morcal Man, I ſay, made Radiant as the Sus with 
dorrowed Jewels. And to compleat this fading Tri- 
umph, read theſe Letters, all pure Jaſpers on his Cha- 
au '0t-Wheels : Armenia, Cappadocia, Paphlagonia, Media, 
e Coebis, Syria, Cilicia, Meſopotamia, Phanicia, Paleſtine, 
India, and the Deſarts of Arabia. All theſe were the 
Conqueſts of this Triumphant Warrior, and yet his 
9 S 3 Drieſtiny 
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Deſtiny inſulted over him. Poor Pompey, thou 2 
gone, and all thy mighty Territories in the Fa, 
now poſſeſſed by Stn Mahomet, our glorious So 
reign. | 4 
And what need thee and TI repine, after we h. 
ſeen all this? Let Aſarubal aſtoniſh Carthage with th 
Glory of Four Publick Triumphs: Yet that Theatre. 
his Honour quickly proves the Stage whereon he v. 
degraded, ſtripped ſtark naked, and in Triumph 
away by Death. So Marius, after he had been ei 
alted to the Top of human Felicity on Earth, was ſclff 
all naked, lying in a ſtinking Ditch. | 
What is become of Nero's Silver Gallery in the Ci 
pitol? Or the pendant Gardens of Semiramis, whith 
oft no leſs than twenty Millions of Gold? Where 
how the glittering Hall of Atabalipa, King of Pf 
whoſe Pavement was of Saphires? Or the Gardens d 
Cyrus, fenced round with Pales of Gold? Or Cæſa 
Fountains garniſhed with Dryads of the ſame Metal 

Where is the Ivory Palace of Menelaus, or the Cryſt. 
Louvre of Druſus ? All theſe Things are vaniſhed wit 
their Founders. . LIES 
© How wiſe and happy then was Saladinr, the preit 

and moft invincible Ccngueror of Affa, who triumphel 
over himſelf; and in his victorious Return, cauſed 
Shirt to be carried before him on the Point ef a Spes 
with this Proclamation ; That after all his Glories, l 
ſhould carry nothing to the Grawe but that poor Shirt! 
So Adrian, a Roman Emperor, to qualify the excefin 
Joys of his high Fortune, celebrated his own Funeral 
and cauſed his C:ffin to be born before him, when It 
was to make a publick Cavalcade through Rome. Thi 
was a Sacred Triumph, an Heroick Inſult over bin 
felf and Death. | 

Let thou and I, my Friend, imitate theſe ſage Ex: 
amples; and ever have the /mage of Death before ou 
Eyes. Then we ſhall never mourn fer the vain Tr- 
fles we have loſt, or covet what we never enjoyed: But 
being ever content with what our De/iny allots us, ſhal 
Paſs away our Time in a Divine TREE. : 

% . | 3 ehem 
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Mibemer, thou wilt find this to be a profitable and 
e Experiment. Try it, and the Iſſue will convince 

ee more than a thouſand Counſellors. 1 
is, 1275 of the 5th M n Robe 
| of the Year 1668. 
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1 82 Mohammed, the Iluſtrious Ermit of 
C Mount Uriel in Arabia the Happy. _ 
rhic ; | 55 259255 
„Lodge in a Houſe near the Wall of Paris, which 


= gives me a daily Opportunity of ſurveying out of 
3 Window the . Fields Theſe extend them 
lves in a Plain for the Space of a League, or there - 
bouts; and then the Eye is arreſted by a long Ridge 
f riſing Ground, a Row of Hills or Hillocks, not 
neriting the lofty Name of Mountains, yet high e- 
ough to put a Valley out of Shape, and make the 
Horizon cramp-backed. | : 8 
Theſe Hills are covered thick with Woods and 
roves; among whoſe verdant, ſhady Tops, ſome 
e lately Palaces lift up their glittering Creſts, and make 
| ſociable pleaſant Figure in thoſe Solitudes. 2 4 
This Proſpect repreſents ſo much to the Life the 
alley of Admoim in Arabia, the Place of my Nativity, 
hat I could as well graſp Coals of Fire with naked 
Hands, and not be burned, as caſt my Eye out of my 
Window on this lovely Landſkip, and not be enflamed 
with ſecret Paſſions for my Native Soil, the Place 
where I firſt drew the Vital Air. It is a perfect 
Magnet to my Spirit whereſoever I am, attracting all 
my Wiſhes, Inclinations, and Deſires. Methinks the 
Eaftern Winds at certain Hours waft to my raviſhed 
Ears the Whiſpers of my Countrymen. Methinks, 
ſometimes, | ſee the Faces of my Kindred, and their 
Rural Train ; I hear their Voices, and converſe fami- 
| a | E 4 7 liarly 
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Iiarly with them, as though they were preſent : Such; 
the Magick of ſtrong Deſire and Sympathy; it. fea 
the Soul away from it ſelf, and with ſweet 'Violeng 
unites it to the beloved Object, tho at never ſo gre; 
a Diſtance. Thus when my wandering Thoughts har 
taken up their Reſidence for a while in that delicion 
Vale where I was born, a far more powerful Mayy 
draweth them to thy Cave; Myſterious Solitary, Min 
of Virtues, Exemplary Guide of ſuch as conſecrat 
_ themſelves to God. 35 
Glory to Him that was before All. Time, the Father 
Eternal Ages. He changes not, yet is the Source of i 
defatigable and unwearied Revolutions. He is the u 
. dy independent, true, and ſelf-exiſtent Being; the u 
created Eſſence from whom all other Beings detin 
their Origin and Converſation. He is the Prop and 50 
of the Unie. He is but One, the Primitive Unh 
and cannot be divided into Fractions: Yet every 9. 
cies and Individual Being in the World participates 
Share of his Divinity. Immortal Praifes exhale fron 
all Creatures, and aſcend like Clouds of Incenſe be 
fore the Throne of his Adorable Majeſty, or like Vapom 
which the grateful Earth returns in a hot Summer 
Day, by way of Acknowledgment for the Benefit pe 
tually flowing on her from the Sun. So all the l. 
ments reſpire their Thanks to Him that made then, 
The Firmament expands itſelf, and bows down to the 
Brims of this low Globe: San, Moon, and Star: do 
ſtoop and kiſs the Floor of the Earth, in Token of pro. 
found Humility and Devotion to the Immortal Sour: 
of Light. Only ungrateful Man repays the Bounty 
of the Omnipotent with Neglects, Contempts, Aﬀeont 
and Blaſphemies. I mean the general Part of Hu 
man Race; excepting always from this Charge the 
Juſt, the Innocent and Pious ; were it not for ſuch a 
theſe, the Divine Patience would be tired with the con- 
tinual Profanation of vain Mortals. 
Oh! Venerable Sy/varn, thou art the only pacifick 
Victim of this ſinful Age. Thy conſtant Self-Denials, 
Mortifications, Abſtinences, and the whole Syſtem d 
thy accompliſhed Sanctity, top the Wrath of _ 
from 
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om falling in large Cataracts on Mankind: When. 
he Eternal Eye beholds thy Virtues, it drops down 
„ars of Love and Mercy on the Earth, glad that a 
f on of Adam yet ſurvives, not ſtained with Vice. Thou 
t the effectual Propitiation for the ſinful World. 
hen Storms and Tempeſts of impetuous Winds, 
hen Lightaing, Thunder, Hail, or Rain difturb the 
ir, or Earthquakes menace more effectual Tragedies 
> the Earth, I think of thee, the Favourite of Heaven, 
nd then repoſe in full Security: Thy very Idea is 
y Shelter from all Evils. I ſhroud my ſelf under the 
hade of thy inviolated Beard, over which the Razor 
ever paſſed. I take Sanctuary in the Umbrella of thy 
Arms, when ftretched in fervent Orai/ons : Thy Re- 
nembrance is my certain Refuge in Calamity. 
I am impregnated with Sacred Emulations of thy 
irtue ; I burn with fervent, paſſionate Deſires to be- 
ome thy Diſciple : I languiſh to withdraw my ſelf 
om this vain World, and from the contagious Society 
f Mortals. How happy is the Life that is led in quiet 
{Solitude ? Where the Sou/ can feel herſelf, and being 
eu akened to'a Senſe of her Immortal Strength rouzes 
yes nd vigorouſly ſhakes off the heavy Clogs of Sleep and 
e eath: Whilſt the Divine A Natus gently breathing on 
he Intelle&, and fanning the oppreſſed Sparks of Rea- 
| th (In, Which lay — under a Heap of Errors, 
uſts, Affections, and unlimitted Defires, kindles the 

15 ind into a perfect Flame of Light, which ſoon con- 
1 umes the Rubbiſh of bodily Pleaſures, diſſipates the 
Smoke and Miſts of pampered Fleſh and Blood, and 
en a Man becomes all radiant within, ſhining with 
Hy nclouded Splendors. 5 | 

wee We Mortals ſeem to be ranked in a Middle State, 
ha etween the Separate Spirits and Beaſts : Our Virtues 

ake us like the former, our Vices like the latter. For 
When a Man has quite ſubdued his Appetites, and Rea- 


cc Fen fits Triumphant in her Throne, he is like an. Ange! 


Iiving above the Race of his Mortality. He does not, 
_ TC po, place Virtue in a Medium, or rank 
he Exceſs of Goodneſs in the Predicament of Vice; but 

ron makes direct and ſwift Advances to the Zenith of He- 
1 E 5 ' 00008 - 


- 


$2 LET TERS Writ by. Vol. VI 
_ Tbick Generoſity, ſcorning to halt or make lame muy, 
grel Capitulations with himſelf, as if he were afraid q 
being too Good. 8 | 
would aſk a Peripaterich, whether it be a Virtus 
a Vice, in him that ſtomaching the enormus Villanig 
of wicked Men, boils up with an exceſfive vehemel 
Anger? Or whether a Man can err in loving Gol u. 
much, or in conceiving too violent a Sorrow for hi 
paſt Offences ? Or, who can be too thankful for ti 
avours of Heaven? No | the farther Diſtance Vinu 
keeps from this cold, earthly Mediocrity, the brighter 
its Splendor. And fo on the other Side, the greater! 
the Barbariſm, Brutality, and infernal Stamp of Via 
by how much morè remote it is from this 1ndifferma 
In a Word, Yirtuz and Vice are two contrary Extrenc: 
So Piety is diametrically oppoſite to Propbanengſi; Inte 
perance to Sobriety ; Fortitude to Cowardice ; Incontinin 
to Chaflity ; Awvarice to Bounty; Modeſiy to Impudena; 
Pride to Humility ; Enmity to. Friendſhip, ex. 
Now the Mediums betwetn theſe Extremes, are H. 
peri between Virtue and Vice; Superſtition betwen 
iety and Prophaneneſs ; Baſhfulneſs between Med 
and Impudence, and ſo of the reſt. 4 
Vet after all, it is neceſſary to obſerve a Medium i 
thoſe Things which pertain to mortal Life, and to the 
Perpetuation of Mankind : Such are Meats, Drinks 
Natural Paſſions of the Body and Mind, proceedin 
from the alternate Senſe of Pleaſure and Pain. 8 
when we are preſſed with Hunger and Thirſt, w. 
ought not preſently to covet the plentiful Tables and 
ſuperfluous Banquets of the Great; but rather ſuch: 
Diet, as being eaſily prepared, may ſatisfy the Cra. 
ings of our Nature, without nauſeating and giving 
a Surfeit. To this End, the Divine Providence has ſcat 
| tered up and down the Surface of this Globe, an inf. 
nite Variety of Roots, Herbs, Fruits, Seeds, with al 
Sorts of Corn and Pulſe. The Cattle afford us Plent 
of Milk ; the Bees are no Niggards of their Honey; 
the Fountains, Rivers, and Lakes abound with eve! 
ſpringing freſh Supplies of ſweet refreſhing Water. % 
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lſo have the Uſe of Salt, Oyl, Wine, and other exhi- 
erating Beverages; that being oontent with ſo many 
Benefits and Enjoyments, we might prolong our Lives 
n this World by Sobriety, as in a moſt pleaſant Gar- 
den or Paradiſe of Health. -; 
But alas, - inſtead of . gratefully acknowledging the 
Bounty of Heaven and pregnant Fertility of the Earth ; 
inſtead of ſitting mannerly down at the Table, which 
God, has ſpread and covered for us with ſuch a Train 
Jof Feſtival Dainties, we break the Rules of Hoſpitality; 
and ruſhing violently on the Creatares under his Pro- 
tection, we kill and flay at Pleaſure, turning the Ban- 
quet to a cruel Maſſacre ; being transformed into a 
Temper who!ly Brutal and Voracious, we glut -our 
ſelves with Fleſh and Blood of ſlaughtered Animals. 
Oh! happy he that can content himſelf with Herbs 
and other genuine Products of the Earth; that fleeps 
as well in a ſolitary Cave, upon a Bed of Moſs or 
Leaves, as in a Palace on a Couch of Down. He 
never wants, becaufe he never defires what is not in his 
Power. He is not burdened with a Crowd of Ser- 
rants and Retainers ; nor his Repoſe diſturbed with 
early and late Addreſſes of pretended Friends, offici- 
ous Sycophants, impartunate- Petitioners, and other 
fretting Buſineſs of the World. BELT 
Why ſhould I longer then demur or heſitate? What 
hinders me from preſently embracing a Courſe of Life, 
that promiſes ſo much Happineſs ? A Diſcipline that 
will at once free me from a Thouſand Tyrannies of 
Imperious Luſts, and Hoſtile Paſſions? I ſhall then 
ꝛhave no need of Money, or the Help of croſs-grained 
. Servants. I ſhall not want a Multitude of Goods, the 
vB - needleſs Pageantry of ſuperfluous Ornaments to make 
. a dazzling Figure, and draw the Eyes of People to a 
Reverend Admiration, I ſhall be free from ſottiſn 
| Drowſineſs, and turbulent Dreams. My Lungs will in 
my Sleep reſpire the Air with Eaſe : Whilſt gentle 
Slumbers, mixed with happy Viſions, ſhall tranſport 
my Soul to unknown Worlds. No Fevers, Gouts or 
Dyſenteries ſhall invade my Health, nor magiſterial 


Menaces of Empyricks beſpeak my certain Death, 8 
n eſs 
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ſtained with Blood of any Animal, will ſet me free. 


| Diſcipline of their Philoſophy. I will firſt endeavoy 


die to all Concupiſcence and bodily Pleaſure, that ſol 
may by equal Steps revive to the Contemplation of Cz. 


to G; who in return, will certainly infuſe into my 


- fible World ; which purifying my Soul yet farther, wil 
prepare it for the laſt and higheſt Gift of the Eternd 


of Hell can never prevail againſt me: For thou hat 
the Ear of the Omnipotent. 


Paris, 3d of the 6th Meon, © 
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leſs I will patiently ſubmit to all the needleſs T. 
tures they are contriving for me, and tamely ſwallo 
down their new-invented Poiſons, and be racked u 


Death in Hopes of Eaſe and Life. From all whig 


horrid Circumſtances, a ſlender, innocent Diet, ng 


Holy Eremite, the Idea I have of this Manner d 
Life, makes a profound and durable Impreſſion on ny 
Soul. I am raviſhed with the Sentiments of Play 
and Pythagoras, and reſolutely bent to undergo the 


to rid my ſelf of vain Affections, Habits, and pro itt 
Phane Negociations of the Earth: I will gradually 


leſtial Things. Then being free from every Spot and 
Stain contracted in the Days of Security and Carelel. 
neſs, my Thoughts and Works will be acceptable 


defzcate Mind a ſecret Virtue, the Magick of this Vi. 


ounty to our Race whilſt in this Life; to wit, x 
Power of doing Supernatural Things, and of Foretc! ne 
ling Events'to come. | | | 

B Hou but pray it may be ſo, and all the Powen 


e, the Year 1668. 
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LETTER III. 


b Hamet Reis Effendi, Principal Secreta- 
ry of the Ottoman Empire. 


N this Time of Wars with Nagarenes, when the Oz- 

toman Fury is rouzed and provoked by Infidels ; it 
ill not be amiſs to expoſe the Nakedneſs of Europe to 
he Supreme Divan, which is on Earth the cloſe Com- 
ittee of the Court above. : | 


all 1 chuſe to addreſs my Letter to thee, in Compliance 
ſo [With my former Orders, wherein thou ſeemedſt paſſion- 
ey defirous to know the preſent State of Chriſtendom. 
and od give thee a perpetual Serenity, Scribe of the Scribes: 


ayeſt thou never be troubled with a running Eye, a 
haking Hand, or the Tooth-ach. As for me, I am 


m perfect Magazine of Diſeaſes, a walking Hoſpital, 
Vi ihe School of Æſculapius where the neceſſary God has 
vil WW cope to vent his Skill on all the various Kinds of Ma- 
na adies, which afflict our mortal Race: Gouts, Fevers, 


ramps, and horrid Dyſenteries, are as common with 
ne as my daily Diet. | | 
However, amidſt all theſe Afflictions, I ſerve the 
rand Signior and my Friends with a cordial Alacrity ; 
ever grudging to ſacrifice my Eaſe and Health to the 
Intereſt of True Behewvers. 5 
The Face of Zurope is much 45 ſince the De- 
line of the Roman Empire, and the Uſurpation of the 
Popes. The once mighty Monarch is now ſhrunk into 
a very narrow Compaſs, being ſhut up within the Con- 
fines of Germany, which formerly was but a Province 
of the Ancient Empire. All Italy is revolted. So are 
the Sxui/ſes, and the United States of the Low Countries, 
The Hars-Towns, which in Time paſt paid Homage to 
the Emperor, have now ſhaken off the Yoke, and are 
become Independent Commonwealths., Tranfilvania 
plays faſt and looſe with him, according as their Intereſt 


requires. Livonia laughs at his Menaces, as 1 
TT e 


86 LerTzis Vit y Vol. 
the Anſwer they ſent to Charles V, when he demand 
their Submiſſions, and that they would return to th 
Native Allegiance, otherwiſe threatning them with |; 
and Sword. For all the Reply they made, was, N. 
they knew the Emperor's Horſe would be foundered, 
fore he could reach the Frontiers of their Country, 
"Tis a general Obſervation, That ſince the Reign 
_  Rodolph I. above TwO Hundred Principalities and Stn 
have fallen off from the Empire. And thoſe that 
continue in their Obedience, I mean the E/&n 
Princes, claim fo many Privileges, ſtand ſo much up 
Punctilio's and Prerogatives, that there remains now 
tle more of the Tperial Majeſty and Power, ſaveth 
bare Title and outward Pomp. It is remarkable, Thi 
within theſe Three Hundred Years, no leſs than Nin 
German Emperors have been murder'd, and many mo 
have been depoſed and baniſhed. To ſum up all in 
few Words: If we ſurvey the preſent State of the Gy 
man Empire accurately, if we pry narrowly into | 
true Circumſtances, we ſhall find, that after all the Cl 
ter of his noiſy Titles, the Emperor can call nothiy 
properly his own, but his Hereditary Eſtate in Aufril 
which is hardly equivalent to the Territories of fom 
Lords whom, he calls his Vaſſals, 


The Germans in general are a Rude, Unpoliſh'd Pe 
ple; greedy of Novelties, Inconſtant, Raſh, Perfidiod 
and very Phlegmatick ; much addicted to unnatul 
Luſts, and inceſtuous Copulations. It is recorded 
Barbara the Empreſs, Wife to Sigiſnund another My 
Halina, that after her Huſband's Death, her Oonfeſſa 
adviſing her to reform her Manners, and live mor 
chaſtly, like the Turtle, ſhe anſwered, JF 17 muſt init 
the Life of Birds, why not of a Sparrow as well al,” 
Turtle? Her Brother Frederick was much ſuch another 
For at Ninety Years of Age he murdered his Wife ft 
the Sake of a Strampet. And being adviſed to repen 
and think of his Grave, he ſaid, I am now ſtudying ") 
Epitaph, awhich J defign hall be comprized in tht 

Wards: © a. ES e 
Th 


— 
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This is my Way to Hell; I know not what 
I ſhall find there: What I have left be- 
hind me, I know. I abounded in all De- 
lights, whereof T carry nothing with me; 
Neither my dainty Meats, or pleaſant 


ury exhauſted. 


Drmkenneſs is ſaid to be the Original Sin of Germa- 
y, from whence. it ſpread it ſelf into other Countries. 
hey give this Character of a German, That he is 
an Animal which drinks more than he can carry: A 
Tun that contains more than he can expreſs. 'They 
Il a Story of four old Saæons, who at one Sitting 


and 'tis recorded of a certain German Count, that he 
fed to make his Children, whilſt yet Infants, drink 
uſtily, to prove whether they were of rs own 


oncluded them to be Ba 


Offspring. In a word, thou mayeſt have the ſame [tea 
ff the Germans at this Day, as Sohman the Magnificent 
had in his Time, who pſed to ſay, I ſlight the Ger- 


* are always at Diſcord among themſelves, nor, can 
* they ever be united any more than my Fingers and 
« Toes. They cannot endure Labour, and are the ex- 
* cefliveſt Gluttons and Drunkards in the World: They 


« Feathers, than in their Military Arms. | 
In a word, the German is ſo over-run with all Kind 
of Vice, that he wants nothing to make him a com- 
pleat Devil, but only a little Tincture of the Ialian 
Qualities, according to the Proverb, Tude/co Iinlianato, 
EN | 3 I E un 
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Wines, or whatſoever my inſatiable Lux- 


Irank as many Healths as they could make up Years 
mongſt them, which amounted to Three Hundred, 


ing or no: For if they grew ſick after it, he preſently 
Fards; but if they could bear 
the Debauch well, he cheriſhed them as his own true 


* mans above all other People of Ezrape, becauſe they 


« always maintain a Regiment of Whores in their 
Camp. Their Generals take more Pride in their 


. — 
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un Diabols Incarnato; AGerman Hrelianiz'd, is a |) 

ent Incarnate. 3 : | 880 
It is certain, the French have ſo weakened them. 
one Hand, and the Swedes on the other; that conſidz 
ing the frequent Troubles they meet with from ti 
Hungarians, Bohemians, and other Tributary Natiq 
beſides the Inteſtine Feuds of the Electoral Princes; w 
need/not fear the blunted Talons of the Eagle, whit 
are ſcarce ſtrong enough to ſupport her tottering Stu 
or prop her from falling into Ruin: So far is ſhe fry 
being able to offend her Neighbours, that ſhe nem 
makes War her Choice, or takes the Field butt 
Compulſion in her own Defence...  _ 
Illuſtrious Hamer, I pray God inſpire the ViQoria 
 Oſmans with prophetick Courage and Reſolution, 2 
the final Conqueſt of Germany will ſoon be the Prize 

- True Believers. | | | 


Paris, 5th of the 10th Mean, 
PE the Year 1668. 


, 
To Nathan Ben Saddi, a Jew at Vienna, 


HE Friendſhip that has been contracted betwen 

| thee and me, ever ſince it was thy Fortune t 
ſerve the Grand Signior in that Station, obliges us boi 

to mutual Sincerity. Beſides, the Duty and Allegiane 
we owe our Sovereign, requires Plain-dealing betwett 
us: We ought to ſhun Flattery as the Bane of all friend 
ly Engagements, the Peſt of the Courts of Princes, an 
the General Contagion which infe&s chiefly the mol 
Effeminate Part of Mankind. Such as are theſe Y 
tern Nazarenes, whojabound in a Thouſand little Con. 
plaiſances and falſe Civilities : Thus ſuffering their ot 
Integrity to be corrupted, their Virtue and Faſtneſsd 

Spirit to be ſurprized and debauched ; whilſt ther 
Friends, by theſe Means, not ſeldom run on n 
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fall into inevitable Ruin. In a word, they betray 
e another and themſelves, out of a pretended good 


ature. . 
By what I have ſaid, thou wilt comprehend, that I do 
t reprove thee out of Spight, Envy, Malice, or an 
Red Gravity; when I tell thee, that you took wrong 
eaſures, in endeavouring to ſet the Emperor's Palace 
hdd Fire, or to poiſon him at his Dinner. 1 told thee 
ce before, that theſe prepoſterous Methods will never 
fe Effect. Beſides, they will do the Grand Signior no 
lever rVICE. | 1 Rk | | 
at Though thou art ſeemingly engaged in the Cauſe of 
> Malecontents, remember, that thy Buſineſs is diffe- 
nt from theirs. What fignifies it to thee, whether the 
ungarians have their Liberties, Rights and Privileges 
e anted them, or no? Or what Reaſon haſt thou to 
pouſe the Intereſt of the Evangelicks, rather than that 
the Catholicks, any farther than as an Umbrage to 
ver the greater Deſigns thou haſt in Hand, as an A4. 
t Incognito for the Grand Signior. Let the Teluits 
irſue their own Game, and the Proteſtan:s theirs : 
and thou Neuter in the Main, and rather endeavour to 
ep both Parties in a Counterpoize, than to turn the 
ales for either. For the Sultan will gain by the Divi- 
ns of the Nazarenes, let the Caſe go how it will be- 
een themſelves. Beſides, there are Cathohicks en- 
aged in the Faction, as well as Proteflants. Tis ra- 
ener a Civi/ Quarrel, than a Religious one. The Nobles 
d Gentry of Hungaria and Tranſylvania are concern- 
for their F/ates, more than for their Churches. They 
e the Inperial Court wants Money, and it is a Crime 
oF" an Hungarian to be Rich. Ihoſe that have the 
preme Power intheſe Caſes, will find Reaſon enough to 


rdemn a wealthy Lord, whether he be guilty or not. 
It is this puts them up caballing and entering into Con- 
7 deracies, that ſo they might conſult the Means of their 


n Safety, and be in a Poſture to defend themſelves. 

I perceive the Count de Serini has made another Ad- 

els for the Government of Carolſtadt, and been re- 

lſed; Joſeph Earl of Haberſiein, and Knight of 
. ; Maltha, 


n d 


9 LETTER Wrie by Vol. M 
NMaliba, being appointed to ſucceed the Count d Au 
ſperg in that Honour. Which is an evident Sign, ü 
the Emperor has no good Opinion of Serini, notwil 
ſtanding all his former good Services. And thiz 
wo to alienate a Man of his great Courage a 
erit. 8 „ 
Count Frangipani alſo has his particular Diſcontenh 
SO has Tatembach, with many other potent Lord 
Hungary and Croatia. Indeed, the whole Body 
thoſe Nations are diſobliged, and almoſt wearied q 
with the-continual Oppreſſion of the Germans. 
Nathan, thou wilt find it no hard Matter to bm 
them to a Neceſſity of putting themſelves under t 
Grand Signior's. Protection: It is thy Part to cher 
their Diſcontents. As for the Imperial Court, th 
mayeſt perceive they are reſolved to mortify the 
People, and to take from them all Opportunities x 
the very Capacity of rebelling, by not ſuffering d 
Natives of Hungary and Croatia to poſſeſs any Ofhet 
Command. | | | Ho 
Every Party purſues its own Intereſt, and ſo muſt 
ours: Self-Preſervation is the Root of all mutual d 
eiety and Juſtice. Take care of thy ſelf, thy Friend 
and the Cauſe thou art engaged in, and then thou ned 
eft not fear any Qualms of Cogſcience. In fine, I coi 
ſel thee to put in Practice the Advice of one of ti 
own Rabbies, Feſus Ben Syrach z Be not over juſt, 
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Paris, 19th of the 1 1th Moon, 
_ of the Tear, 1668. | 


EF 
To peſteli Hali, hig Brother, Maſter of the Gru 
 Signior's Cuſtoms, at Conſtantinople: 


E anna 


2 thy ſelf for ſurprizing News, and recein 
with a Moderation becoming a Man. - Ozcoum® 


our Mother is dead. One and the ſame Night loop 
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rin the Apartments of Hymen, and the Chambers of 
ath. Before the Days of the Nuptial Solemnities 
re over, the mournful Rites of her Funeral com- 
-nced : She made but one Remove from her Mar- 
ge- Bed to the Grave, 1 
If thou wondereſt, that a Woman of her Age, being 
venty Five Years Old, and having already had Two 
uſbands, ſhould marry a Third; Know, that it was 
t Dotage, but Diſcretion which prompted her to 
ke this Courſe. The Integrity, Wiſdom, - and pru- 
nt Conduct of Eliachim the Few, had charmed her 
ffections long ago, and improved her Acquaintance 
th him into a ſtrict and virtuous Friendſhip. As a 
other, ſhe owed him Reſpe& and Love for his con- 
nt Fidelity to me: And on her own Account, ſhe 
ald not but entertain Sentiments of Efteem and Gra- 
ude for a Man, who had been ſo nicely careful to 
eſerve her Perſon and Honour from Injury and Vio- 
ce, ever ſince ſhe came to Paris, For he alone 
dong the many Myriads of People inhabiting this 
y, was the only Confident both of her Secrets and 
ine, In a word, theſe Regards, with ſome others of - 
ety, Zeal, and good Nature, made her willing to be- 
me his Wife, who in all Things had performed th 
art of a Friend, and a Perſon of Honour. n 
Befides all this, it was really her Intereſt thus to diſ- 
ſe of her latter Days in a Foreign Country, where ſhe 
ew no body but Eliachim and me. As for me, ſhe 
dnfidered that my Life was not only ſubject to the 
me Caſualties with other Mortals, and that I might 
> ſnatched away by a Thouſand Deaths ; but that my 
ation here was very precarious, and I might be ſud- 
nly recalled by my Superiors to Conſtantinople, or at 
alt be removed to ſome other Po/?, whither ſhe could 
ot accompany me, being incapable of bearing at theſe 
ears, the . Hardſhips and Fatigues of Travel: That 
ter my Departure, ſhe ſhould be neglected, contemn- 
, and abandoned by all, but thoſe who would deſire 
r Death for the Sake of her Money and Jewels. 


In 
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ET TER v. 
Hamet, Reis Effendi, Principal Secret; ry 
of the Ottoman Empire. 


Sent thee · a Letter ſome Days ago, wherein I ex- 
poſed the General Nakedneſs, Imbecility and lan- 
ihing State of the German Empire in this Age. My 
patch abounded with Characters of their Vices : It 
s deſcribed exactly the preſent Eclipſe of ancient 
verial Majeſty, Power and Strength, the Revolt of 
ny Principaizties and States, the Fends and Diſcord 
hoſe that yet remain in Obedience, and pay a feem- 
> Homage to Cz/ar; with many other Things, 
ich being well conſidered, may for the future pre- 
vt, or at leaſt diminiſh that Conſternation and panick 
rror, which uſes to ſeize the Hearts of Muſſulmans, 
en we are in Har-with the Emperor. REES 
Now, as a farther Incentive and Encouragement to 
ce up Arms againſt the fidels'; as a Spur to certain 
Gry and Conqueſt, [will unlock the Treaſures of 
Country, without taking Notice of the Inhabitants. 
d ſince nothing more excites the Reſolution and 
Bur of military Men, than the Hopes of Plunder, 
d paſſing away a Campaign in Plenty of all neceſſa- 
Comforts ; I will give thee a true Account of the 
tural Dowry of theſe Regions, the Riches. of the 
il, and-the Wealth, which Commerce with other Na. 
ns, 2 wich the Spoils of former Wars, the In- 
try of the People, and the Benevolence of Fortune 
ve added to their Store. . | 
Germany .abounds in Generous Wines, and thoſe 
re laſting than any ether in Europe. The Rhenifh 
ines. will keep above Fifty Years: The Wines of 
e Necker are wholeſome, and clear as Water from 
Rock: Thoſe of Franconia are ſtrong and opera- 
ſe; the Auftrian Grape is ſweet and luſcious. Se- 
ral Reman Emperors have. preferred the Fruits of the 
Vintage to thoſe of Italy and Greece. Aud 
ns ſuch 
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- ſuch is the ſuperabundant Plenty of Vineyards, thy 
a Place called Szutgard, there is a Proverb cum 
that They hawe more Wine than Water. If our? 
zaries knew this, they would be for an Expedition 
Germany: Nay, they temper their Mortar with N 
in ſome Places, and ſlack their Lime with it. 
They have ſtrong Beverages alſo made of Baj 
Wheat, and other Grain, wich they tranſport. f 
Brunſwick, Breſlaw, Delph, Dantzick, Lubeck, | 
other Places to moſt Countries in the North and #y 
Europe. They likewiſe make a Sort of Wine of! 
ney, as ſtrong, and ſweet as the Wine of Candy. 
There is Abundance of Frankincenſe aud My 
in Moravia, of Saffron in Auſtria, of Liguorice in In 
conia, of Madder for Dyers in Silefe, of Amber in 
Fiugta. | 8 . ; 5 3 
| 8 innumerable Orchards full of all delel 
ble Fruits ; the Fields ſtand thick with Corn, the? 
tures are thronged with Cattle, and they have a Br: 
of the ſtouteſt Horſes in the World. They have Ti 
ber enough to ſerve all the Nations in the World 
Shipping. But that which is moſt inviting, is the } 
riety of Mines of Gold, Silver, Copper, Lead, Tin a 
Iron. Before America was diſcovered, Germany was t 
Peru and Potofi of all Europe. They have alſo Plen 
of Marble as bright as Cryſtal. OR 
Beſides their native and domeſtick Riches, they hi 
mightily improved their Stock by Foreign Commer 
exchanging their Superfluities for Things more pecin 
and of greater Value: Which in a conſtant, Courſe 
Bartering, brings into the German Coffers many hu 
dred Millions of Crowns in a Year. In a Word; the 
Cities are ſo rich that when they have been pillag 
by an Enemy, the Booty of one City has been value 
at two .v.illions of Crowns in ready Money, bel 
Plate and Jewels. The common Soldiers have mal 
Hilts for their Swords and Daggers of Gold and d 
ver; nay, ſome would make their very Helmets 
the ſame' Metals. Publick Gaming Tables have bet 
ſet up in the Streets, and it has been common for 
3 EE 7 P. 
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ate Trooper to win or loſe Five or Ten Thouſand 
\wns at a Time; this would be rare Sport for our 
cearicr , ee ooo on 5 en 
tell thee, Serene Miniſter, conſidering. the immenſe 
alth of G y and the Degeneracy of its Inhabi. 
ts, Providence 8 — to invite our Arms to make a 
nqueſt of thoſe fertile Regions, and take from the 
ircumciſed the Goods which ſurfeit them. They 
iſe the Gifts of Nature and Fortune, by employing 
m to the Ends of Vice; whereas the True Believers, 
re they once poſſeſſed of them, would turn them to 
tuous Purpoſes, the publick Advantage, the Increaſe 
the Empire, Glory of Gon, and Propagation of the 
bb aal, x . 


ris, 13th of the 44h Moon, 
of thi Year 1669. 


— — —_ 


LETTER vn. 


; Hebatolla, Mir Argun, Superior of 7 the 
onvent of Derviches at Cogni in Natolia. 


T was with a ſpecifick Kind of Joy not eaſy to be 
defined, that I received thy venerable Diſpatch.” 1 
ruſed the welcome Orders therein contained with a 
light not in the leaſt inferior to his, who:being aban- 
ned to Diſtreſs and miſerable Poverty has by good 
ck diſcovered a hidden wealthy Treaſure : For ſo 
y Spirit is raviſhed, to find in this degenerate Age, a 
h Reſerve of Piety and Devotion to the ancient Pro- 
ets of Gop. | e | 
I am glad to hear the Character of Jah the Baptiſt 
bich J ſent thee formerly, was ſo well accepted by 
ee, and all the Religious under thy Charge, that thou 
uchſafeſt only to accuſe the Shortneſs of the Rela- 
dn, defiring a more particular Account of that Pro- 
e's Manner of living, eſpecially of his Abſtinence, 


' ' Grecian 


d what may be the moſt proper Interpretation of the 
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; — 1 Word «xpid;, mentioned in the Hiſtory of 
ife 1 | RE 
Praiſe be to God, who has inſpired thee with | 
critical Regard to one of his moſt Holy Maſſengers. |» 
vere thy learned Soul, and that accompliſhed Intell 
Which is ever buſy, prying into weighty and import 
Matters. I honour thy impartial ind, which ſeroſt 
not to pay the Attach that is due to a Saint, tho oft 
Chriſtian Calendar. If we ſhould reje& all that the] 
loabers of Jeſus do, we ſhould-neither Faſt, Pray, i 
Alms, or perform any other good Work. There 
in this, thou art an exemplary Pattern to the rigid 
perſtitious Sort of Muſſulman Fanaticks, who dear; 
endleſs Grudge againſt all thoſe that are not of th 
narrow Faith and dark Opinion. 
Glory be to Gop, with whom the WORD wasn 
ſent from the Dawning of Eternal Light, before 
Morning of his Works had peeped over the Mounti 
of the ancient Chaos, or penetrated the dark Abyſs y 
and miſty Vale of Nothing, and painted the Tops 
the Creation, the higheſt Ranks of Beings, with Spla 
dors of the early Day. Before the Sun had * j 
immortal Halo in, and ſponged up all the viſible Bean 
to ſqueeze them out again upon the Moon and Sis 
and on the lower World. That WORD remains 
ever, and at a determined Hour became incarnate, | 
the Perſon of Jeſus the Sas of Mary, as the Holy Ale 
informs us. | VV 
In thoſe Days Jobn the Baptiſi went into the Wilde 
neſs, and preached Repentance to the Jeaus, foretelli 
the near Approach of the Mas. The ſacred Hero mu 
A Cave his Reſidence 3 and at firſt, to wean his Bod 
from all Softneſs, he wore a Veſt or Shirt of Camd 
Hair which was girt about him with a Belt made 
that painful and —— Creature's Skin to put l 
in mind, that he was born for ho/y Labours, Toils, a 
| Mortifications, He had no Table ſpread with is 
fetched coſtly Dainties; no Diſhes crammed wil 
bloody and large Inventories of Birds, four- foot 
Beaſts, and Fiſh. His Diet was ſimple, cheap, and 
nocent, eaſy to be got in every Wood or Field, vi 


— 
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t the Detriment of his Fellow-Animals, For he ei- 
er contented himſelf upon a Repaſt on Honey, which 
found in hollow Trees: or on a kind of Manna, a 
eet Deaw falling on their Leaves, and there condenſed 
heavenly Influence; Or elſe it was a kind of luſci- 
1s Moiſture, which he ſucked from certain Plants, per: 
ps not much unlike our Sugar-canes. For thus Inter- 
eters do differ about the Words 73 pix n What. 
er it was we may conclude it to be ſome ſlender, light 
d eaſy Nouriſhment : And when this Diet failed him, 
his Stomach required a little more Variety, he ban- 
eted on what the Grecians call axpids. Some will 
ve theſe to be a kind of Locuſts or Graſhoppers, a 
eat indulged the Jeaus by Moſes in the Law. The 
jan alſo counted them a Dainty ; ſo did the anci- 
t Parthians, as Ariſtotle and Pliny tell us. And my 
duntrymen the Arabians eat of them to this Day. O- 
rs are of opinion, that theſe axpidzs were a Sort 
little Shell-fiſh, ſuch as Crabs, Crawfh, or Shrimps, 
ich Nature has generally lodged in Holes along the. 
nks of Rivers. A pleaſant, temperate Sort of Diet, 
nmended for their Virtues in expelling Poiſon, and 
ng Remedies for the Strangury, and Antidotes to. 
e the Biting of mad Dogs. + 1 
he divine Prophet therefore often frequenting the 
aters of the River Jordan, wherein he uſed to waſh: 
Converts and Diſciples ; theſe Men ſuppoſe, he took 
caſion to allay his 1 with theſe little Shell-fſh, - 
ich he might eafily take in mighty Numbers from 
ir watry Neſts. And they endeavour to ftrengthen 
Opinion, by aſſerting, That the Food which the 
iters afford us, is much more pure and holy than what 
Earth brings forth, in regard the Earth lies under 
Malediction of Gop ever fince Noah's Flood, where- - 
the Waters never were curſed. Hence, ſay they, it 
ery probable, that the conſecrated Hero would not 
le his ſpotleſs Life with curſed Banquets from the 

n, but rather choſe to appeaſe his Hunger with the 
foo mleſs, bleſſed, and wholeſome Product of the Waters. 
nd Vor. VII. | F If 
wit 
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If thou wilt have my Opinion after all, I am an 
think theſe axpid:; were nothing elſe but the ten 
Tops of Plants; ſuch as we call Hparagus, or perty 
they were the wild Apples of the Wood, and then 
may ſuppoſe there is ſome Miſtake in the Greek Cy 
exxpidic for axpages. Or it may be, the holy Pri 
in the proper Seaſon of the Year, did uſe to crop: 
eat the Ears of the Barley, and then the Word ſhoull 
xexpds. For what could be more ſweet and pleal 
to an abſtemious Man, than to ſuſtain his Life yf 
Fruits, Grains, Herbs or Roots? Nor did the Mi 
diction reach the Vegetables, but only the Animal Gen 

rations, from which a perfect Man abſtains. 
Certainly thoſe, who out of an Averſion for Put 
Prayer, and Faſting, turn themſelves from human! 
dies to Swine; and from religious Abſtinence to ſalvy 
ormondizing on Fleſh, ſeem to derive their Pedig 
| ark a Race of Devils: Eſpecially ſuch as aftert 
Manner of Spiders, gathering Poiſon from the Flont 
of Piety, blaſpheme this ſacred. Virtue of Abſtinen 
and call it by the infamous Name of Superſtition, 
For if the Veneration we pay to Gop conſiſt int 
Knowledge, Love and Fear of his Divine Majeſty, wi 
Adoration and Praiſe of his Eternal Attributes; itf 
lows, that we ought to worſtiip him with the moſt f 
vent Application of our Spirits. But this religious Ar 
cannot ſubſiſt in any Soul, whoſe Body is not mortifi 
nor can the Body be mortified without Auſterity, wii 
always is accompanied with rigorous Faſting and Abl 
nence from Fleſh. Wherefore if we aſcend to Gooh 
the very-ſame Degrees as we fall from him, it follow 
that Abſtinence is the firſt Step to Immortality andi 
preme Happineſs. . 
I do not mean by Abſtinence, that natural Averſi 
which ſome Men have for Fleſh, who never durſt to tal 
of any in their Lives, compelled to this by ſome occ 
Antipathy in their Stomachs. For ſuch a Neceſſity cu 
not make a Virtue, it being common to Men and Bruts 
there being many Animals who fait from all Provend 


cortain Seaſons of the Year, and others that __ 
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me Kinds of Food during their Lives: So there are 
[me Men to whom Wine, . Fleſh, Cheeſe, Apples, 
lerbs, and other Things, are an Abomination from 
eir Cradles. There have been others, who, by 2 
ræternatural Neceſſity, have lived ſome Days, Weeks, 
onths and Vears, without either Meat or Drink. 80 
/ato records, That Herus Pampbilius lay ten whole 
Days among the Dead Carcaſſes of Soldiers ſlain in 
dattel; and when he was taken up to be laid on the 
aneral Pile, they perceived him to be alive. Laertes 
ells us, That Py:thagoras faſted forty Days and forty 
ights from Meat and Drink. From whom Apollonius 
Thhanæus learned the Art of keeping almoſt a perpetual 
Faſt. And theſe modern Times afford us the Example 
ff a Spaniard whom they call Acantare, who every 
Moon uſed to faſt for ſeven or eight Days together. So 
famous German Maid was diligently obſerved and 
vatched, whilſt ſhe paſſed away full ſeven Years Time 
without Meat, Drink, Sleep or Excrements. France 
alſo boaſts another Yirgin, who faſted above three 
ears together. _ | | 555 
Such Abſtinence as theſe are not to be put to the Ac- 
ount of Virtue, in regard they were not the Effects of 
human Choice, but the Decrees of Fate. So would our 
\bſtinence be depraved, if we ſhould only practice it, as 
the old Gentiles did, who forbore to kill or eat ſome 
certain Beaſts, becauſe they held them conſecrated ta 
heir Gods. As the Dog to Diana, the Tyger to Bacchus, 
the Horſe to Neptune, the Wolf to Mars, the Eagle to 
Jupiter, the Peacock to Juno, the Swan. to Apollo, the 
Dove to Venus, the Ow!lto Minerva, Nor need we to 
abſtain on the Account of the Souls Tranſmigration ; 
for ſo we ought to forbear the Vegetable Products of the 
Earth, as well as Animals, ſince the Soul is indifferent 
to all Bodies in its ſeparate State. WET 
But our Reaſon in this Point ought to take its Riſe 
from the ' Fundamental Law of Nature, the Original 
Justice of the World, which teaches. us, Not to do that 
to another, «which aue would not have another do to us; 
Now fince it is evident, That no Man would willingly 

Se F 2 become 
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becomeithe Food of Beaſts ; therefore, by the ſams 
Rule: he ought not to prey on them. Next to thi 
Foundation of our Abſtenence, we ought to build oy 
Aims at the Perfection of our Nature, which cannot be 
acquired but by Degrees: We' muſt endeavour to abate 
the Aliment: of our Concupiſcences, by exhaling the 
ſoperfluous and groſſer Vapours df our Blood in {acted 
Faſts and Oraiſons- Then we ſhould refreſſi our faint: 
ing Bodies with Food affording little Nouriſſiment and 


Pleaſure: That ſo our vain Affections, Appetites and 


Luſts, may gradually die; whilſt the pure Mind re. 
vives, and being free from the groſs Vapours ariſing 
from too much; and too fattening Meats and Drinks, 
the: Films which darkened her Sight fall off: and ſhe 
dan better now diſeern the naked Forms of Things by 
her own ſimple Inſtitution, than be fore ſhe could 
through all borrowed Spectacles and other Opzich: of 
Boot- Philoſophy i - Alfo ſhe will more eafily raiſe herſelf 
to the Contemplation and Science of Divine Eternal 
Things. He therefore that in earneſt will apply himſelf 
to the Study of accompliſhed Sanctity, muſt firſt by Faſt: 
ing. exhauſt the Marrow from his Bones, the Fulnch 
from his Fleſh; the wild and rampant Spirits from his 
Nerves, and then he muft purge the Words and Acti. 
ons of his Life from Vice. When this is done, the 
Soul becometh a ꝓure Tubala Raſa, and is fit for the Im- 
preſſions of Celeſtial Virtue. „„ 
Thoſe who labour under acute Diſeafes, run great 
Hazard. of their Lives, according to Hippocrates, unleſi 
their Diet be accommodated with/proportionate Regard 
to the Quality and. Time of the critical Fits or Parox- 
iſms. But thoſe Who are entangled with Vice, do labour 
under far more dangerous Diſtempers, than ſuch as af- 
fli& the Body. Wherefore the Prophet, our Holy Law- 


giver, like a wiſe Phyſſeian, appointed certain Seaſons 


of the Year for ſacred Abſtinences, Faftings, Pilgrim- 
ages, Vigils; and other holy - Exerciſes, eſpecially the 
mighty Faft und Vigil of Ramexan, wherein” tho! it be 
not forbid to eat of Fleſſr after the Stars appear at 


Night 
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Night, yet none but looſe and indevout Believers take 
that Liberty; whereas the better Sort content them- 


ſelves with an aſcetick Diet. The Hebrews faſted with 
unleavened Bread, and a little Salad; the Chriſtians 
alſo taſte no Fleſh on their prohibited Days: And ſhall 
the Mu/julmans be greater Libertines than theſe Infidels ? 

O Hebatolla ! how radiant is the Luſtre of a Lamp 
when ſhining through a clean, and fine, defæcate Cry- 


ſal ! So does the Soul diſplay the Rays of her immor- 


tal Virtue round about, when ſhe inhabits in a well 
purified, chaſte, and almoſt pervious Body. Wherefore 
it is abſolutely neceſſary for him to attenuate his Body 
with perpetual Temperance and Abſtinence, who-con- 
ſecrates himſelf to Virtue and Devotion. He will not 
be enſnared or catched. by any Baits of Luxury or Vo- 
luptuouſneſs ; not yet ——_— from his conſtant, ſo- 
ber Courſe of Life, by any Pain or thwarting Accident: 
No Frowns or Menaces ſhall divert him from his noble 
Purpoſe : But he will ſo. nouriſh his Body all his Life, 


that it ſhall never be ſurfeited, or over-filled-with Meats. 
And ſuch is the Magick of this ſacred Virtue, that it 


can never be hurt, much leſs ſubverted by all the Ma- 
chinations of evil Dæmans, or the malicious Attempts of 
Men. But it proceeds from Strength to Strength, and 
tghts the Combat valiantly, till having overcome at 
laſt, it triumphs for ever, and receives the Palm, the 
Crown and Chaplet of Divine Reward in Paradi/e. 

Holy Preſident, pray that I may practiſe what 1 ſo 
admire, and not be ſelf-· condemned for living contrary 
to my Knowledge. For Gop neither loves a double 
Tongue or Heart, neither delights he in Feet or Hands 
that are ſwift and nimble to do Miſchief. ; 


Paris, 13th of the 4th. Moon, 


* 
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- LETTER VI. 


To Hamet, Reis Effendi, Principal Secretary 


of the Ottoman Empire. 


\ TOW the Chrifiians are in a general Conſternation 


for Candy: The Pope has ſent Letters to all th 


Princes that are in his Communion, inviting and prefling 
them to ſuccour that diſtreſſed Iſland. Levies are mak. 
ing every where; and the King of France, who ſeeks all 
Occaſions of Glory, appears the moſt forward of any 
to aſſiſt the Repub/ick in this Fatal Juncture. The Duke 
of Beaufort, and Chevalier de Vendoſme, are appointed 
to lead the Forces deſigned for that Service. They are 
gone to Toulon, in order to embark. The Pope has ſent 
the Duke of Beaufort a Brevet, declaring him Genera 
of the Troops Ecclefialtick that are to ſerve in Can; 
and for his greater Encouragement, he has ſent him the 
Pontifical Standard. In the mean while, there is a 
Triple Teague concluded between the Emperor, the King 
of Spain, the King of England, the King of Sewedelan, 
and the States of Holland. 
There is great Joy in Portugal for the Birth of the 
Infanta, who is called Elixabetha Maria Louiſa. She was 
born the 6th of the iſt Moon; and on the 18th, the 
Empreſs of Germany was alſo delivered of a Daughter. 
Theſe Weftern Queens are very pregnant; Not a Year 
_—_ without the Birth or Baptiſm of ſome Royal In- 
an. : : VV 8 * 
This is all the News at preſent; but to oblige thee, 
I will ſay ſomething of Italy, which is eſteemed the 


| Garden of Europe. Nay, Conſtantine Paleologus, Emperar 


of Greece, was wont to ſay, Unle/s I bad been afſured h) 
very Learned and Holy Men, that Paradiſe was ſeated is 
Aſia, I ſhould have ſaworn that Italy had been the Place. 
It is moſt certain, /taly is a delectable Country a 
| bounding in Riches and Pleaſures. The Eye is not ſa- 
tisfied with ſeeing the infinite Variety of Beauties, which 
grace this happy Region. Such is the lovely Inter- 
a | mixture 
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ixture of Hills and Vallies, Groves and Plains, Pa- 


zafſes on the Road. But this is not all: She is as rich as 
air. No Country in the World can match 7raly, for 
the Plenty and Variety of excellent Wines ; only they 


lers commend that Sort which they eall Lachryme Chri- 
i, or the Tears of Chrift, for its delicious Taſte : Which 
when a Dutchman once taſted, he burſt forth into this 
Exclamation; O Chrift, why didſt not thou weep in my 
Country * At Papia there are a Kind of Aromatick 
Grapes, which leave a fragrant Odour in the Mouth 
of him that eats them. It is recorded of a certain Ro- 
man Lord, T hat when he was in Priſon half dead with 
Melancholy, he drank a Glaſs or two of this generous. 
Wine, which ſo revived his Spirits, that inſtead of deſ- 
pairing, as he was ready todo before, he wrote a Trea- 
tiſe, entituled, De Con/olatione. et ns | 

Beſides, Italy abounds in Cattle, Sheep, Fowls, Mines, 
Rocks of Alabaſter, Marble, Porphyry, Coral, Ophits, 
Apats, Chalcedonis, Azures, and innumerable. other: 
precious Stones. Hence it comes, that in this Country 
are ſeen the moſt Glorious and Magnificent Temples of 
the World. | * x 


quite degenerated from the Virtues of their Auceſtors. 


one Night in the Fields, it being a very ſerene Sky; 


3 there, replied he. But as they proceeded in this 


ind of fooliſh, looſe Diſcourſe, they kindled each 
other's Anger; and at length, falling from Words to 


Blows, killed each other on the Spot. Behold the Con- 


ſequence of their covetous Deſires! They are extremely 


F 4 | addicted 


aces and Gardens, that a Traveller is raviſned as nge 


are of no long Continuance. Above all the reſt, 'Travel- . 


But this ſo fair and wealthy a Spor of Ground is in- 
habited by a very wicked Sort of People. They are 


They are a Baſe, Effeminate, Sly, Sodomitical Race of 
Men, Covetous, Revengeful, and Inexorable. I have 
heard a Story of two Italian Brothers that were walking 


when one of them looking ſtedfaſtly on the Heavens, ' 
wiſhed, he had as many Oxen as there avere Stars. The 
Other wiſhed, he had a Field as large as the Firmament. 
What would you do with it? ſaid the firſt. Let your Oæen 
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addicted to Revenge, and are as dextrous at poiſoniny 
as the Indian Princes. A certain French Author give 
us a very compendious Account of the Benefits a Stray. 
ger gets by travelling into /taly, in theſe Words; Ve g 
into Italy, ſays he, wuith incredible Charges, only to pur 
chaſe the mere Shadow of Ciwility, and we bring back yen 
thence the whole Syſtem of Vices, The Milaneſe teach 
us how to cheat. From the Venetians we learn Hypo. 
criſy. Rome transforms us into perfect Atbeiſis and Ii. Nr 
bertines. Naples turns us to Satyrs. Florence inſtruq Mas 
us in the Artificial Methods of poiſoning, There is not | 
one City, which does not tincture us with ſome Speci. 
fick ill Qualities. _ | | 
Sage Hamet, in all my Letters to thee, I ſtudiouſy 
4nſert ſome Remarks on theſe Veſtern Nations, that ſo [ 
may gratify thy Wiſhes, Pardon the Want of Order; 
for I write Things as they preſent themſelves to my Me. 
mory. Accept all in good Part from Mabmut, who o. bh. 
beys thy Commands chearfully, and honours thee with. 
out Flattery. FE . | d 0 To. vs d A 


Paris, 1275 of the 5th Moon, 
** of the Tear 1669. 


* % #* 3s 


— 8 
— 
— — »» — — 


"LETTER IK. 


2% Hamet Reis Effendi, Principal Secretary 
e the Ottoman Empire. . 


— — 


f pane mayeſt regiſter in the Archives of the Sa- i” 
1 cred Empire, That Don Fehn of Auſtria is made 

perpetual Gowernor of the Loww Countries under the Spa- 
niſo King's Obedience. He is alſo Viceroy, and Vicar- 
General of Arragon, Catalonia, and Valentia. But it is 
fit for thee to know alſo, 'That this is ſo far from being 
eſteemed by that Prince a Happineſs, that he counts it 
his greateſt Misfortune, in regard it is no better than an 
honourable and irrevocable Baniſhment from the Court 


of — 


- 
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nul: Spain; where his Royal Blood and Merits are out- 
aſtered by the Genius of a certain Price, whom they 


Tan III Father Nitard. This Man is. very ambitious, always 
: o Mining at high Matter; ꝓet admired by no body for 
Pur Mis Learning, Beauty, or any other good: Qualities. Only 
ne 214 of Spain is pleaſed to malte him her Favourite. 
ach He could never buckle to the Humour of Don John; 
po · nd hence aroſe a ſecret Envy between them, which af- 
Li Nrvards burſt forth into open Animoſities, Feuds, and 
ie BL) arrels : So that at the laſt the Favourite got the Day, 
not Wd Don John was forced to quit the Field. 

ci. It is impoſſible to trace the Somuereigus of the Earth in 


f courſe conclude, That fo great a Prince as this, of 
0 | ic ame Lineage as:the Queen herſelf, ſhould have ea- 
1; iy eclipſed the borrowed Luftre of an Upſtart Minion. 
le. Nat Monarchs have Specifick Reaſons to themſelves, 


hich others cannot penetrate. ” 
Perhaps this cunning Priz/.uſed a Trick like that of 
Soldier in :the Army of Alexander the Great: Who 


reater Figure than that of:a private Centinel, conſider- 
d Alexander's Humour, and how to hit it. He knew, 
hat his Heroick Maſter took delight in any . that 
as bold and brave. But how to come into his Preſence, 


beloved Panmenios, Hænbſtian, Lyfimachus, and other 
Offcers; this Fellow (whoſe Name was Clytus) put 
himſelf into a mimick Dreſs af War, counterfeiting 
imſelf Mad, and dancing the Pyrrhict Meaſures, with 


ately come from Co/chis. The Guards ſoon ſeized upon 
him; and it being a Tragical Novelty, the News was 
carried to the King; who cauſed the Fellow to be 
brought before him. And examining him on the Point, 
Ctus anſwered, 5 Great King, thoſe five Men, whom 
© Ihave killed, had conſpired to take away thy Life 
* this Day, being hired thereto by the King of Colchis, 
* and therefore ſent into the Army. Their Tent being 
next to mine, I had an Accidental Opportunity la 

| | — A Night 


he Footſteps of their Reya/ Conduct; or elſe one would 


being of an ambitiaus Spirit, and coveting to make ſome. 


ewas ignorant. At length, he pitched upon this Me- 
bod. One Day, as Alexander was debauching with his 


his brandiſhed Sword, killed five new-liſted. Soldiers 


1 
( 

14 

| 
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Night of over- hearing their Diſcourſe, when the 
«« were plotting together the Time, the Place, and Ma, 
% ner of thy Death. I kept a Watch upon them, ai 
& obſerved their Motions from that Moment. For, thy 
« I knew the Hour appointed by them for this exect,. 
<« ble Regicide, yet I was ſolicitous leſt: ſome ill Pa 
© ſhould prompt the Ruyfians to antedate their own Re. 
« ſolves, and haſten a Murder, whoſe Delay might elt 
« diſcover their Deſigns, or at leaſt prevent then, 
* Therefore I took this mad Diſguiſe, to execute the 
« ſobereſt and moſt important Purpoſe that ever I fran. 
% ed in all my Days; which was at once to ſave th 
Life of the World's Conguerer, and get myſelf In. 
„ mortal Honour by the happy Deed.” _. 
Alfter profound Deliberation of the Drunken Cabinet. 
Council, .{/exander approved the Fact, and orderel 

Publick Honours to be done to his Deliverer. Accord. 
ing to the Macedonian Cuſtom, he veſted him with pur. 
ple Robes, and gave him a Chain of Gold, admitting 
him tothe latter End of the Banquet, and afterwardse. 
teeming him above his moſt Familiar Friends. Till ſuch 

another Debauch as this, but more unfortunate to Chu. Mi a 
at once deprived him of the King's Favour and his ow ith: 

Life: So inconſtant is the State of Human Greatnek, 
Sage Hamet, the Favour of Princes is like a Reed oi 
Egypt, which either tranſpierces him that leans uponit; 
—— from the Burden, and ſo gives him a Fal, 
which moſt times plunges him over Head and Ears in 
the choaking Mire of popular Hatred. 

_ God grant thou mayeſt never be cruſhed to Deati 
from Above, by the Weight of the Sultan's Diſpleaſure, 
or undermined from beneath, and ſwallowed up in 
Earthquake raiſed by the Multitude. | 


Paris, 1875 of the 2th Moon, 
of the Tear 1669. 
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LETTINGS - i 
« Hebatolla, Mir Argun, Superior of the 
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Fa Convent of Derviches at Cogni in Natolia. 
elk HOU wilt not be diſpleaſed to hear of a Mighty 
em, King, that laying aſide his Diadem and Sceptre,. 
the Wd abandoning the Height of Human Glory, has con- 


.crated himſelf to a private Religious Life, vowing per- 
tual Powerty, Chaſtity, and Obedience. PE 
Yet this is true of John Caſimir, late King of Poland, 
ho from a Sovereign Monarch is become an Humble 
ulject, and having forſaken the Pleaſures and Magni- 
cences of his Roya/ Palace, voluntarily confines him« 
elf to the narrow Circumſtances and Auſterities of a 
lnaftick Life. : | 

He choſe France for the Place of his Retreat from his 


ing 

ge. wn Kingdom; and the Abby of St. Germains near Pa- 
uch, as his Sanctuary from all worldly Affairs. He was 
tu, nagnifcently received and entertained in every City 


hrough which he paſſed. And on the 4th of the 11th 
don, he made his firſt Entry into the Mo/gze or Church 
f the Cuvent, where he made his Vows in Quality of 
bot, or Superior of that Houſe : For which they ſo- 
emnly ſung their Te Deum, or a Song of Praiſe to God. 
ind the Court of France ſeems to be proud of the Ho- 
our this Prince has done it, in retiring hither, and ma- 
ing it the Theatre of ſuch pious Reſolves, the laſt Stage 
of his Pi/grimage on Earth, where he will bid Adieu to 
he vain Pageantries of Honour, Wealth, and Empire; 
and having ſhaken off the Glittering Burden of a Crown, 
vith all the other Clogs of elevated Mortality, he will 
he eaſier climb to Paradiſe. „„ 
Abſtracting from the particular Superſtitions of the Na- 

zarenes, | cannot but commend the ſage Undertakin 
of King Cafimir ; who in this ſeems to outgo the noiſy, 
oſtentous Action of Adrian, one of the Roman Emperors : 
For he only once celebrated in outward Pomp his own 
weral, by way of Type or Figure; making a ſplendid 
5 | > Canals 


he had led Death himſelf Captiwe. Whereas this hi, 


make a Shew, but there really to lead a dying Life, a 


- Who Having entered into a ſolemn League with one of 


mighty Force: To repel which, Uladi//aus alſo levied an Pin 
Army, and met him in the Field, But juſt as they were 
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Cavalcade, before which his Ceſin was carried in a Kin 
of Mock-Triumph: As if, after all his Victories, at lo 


— 
23 * 
— 


Qu << 


dered not, but that he returned again to the Vanitiz 
which in this publick Emblem he ſeemed to deſpiſe; 
and from a. Dramatic Conqueror, he became a re 
Slave. His perſonal Mortification in the Streets ende 
in his ordinary Paſſions at home: And he had a ſtronge 
Inclination to the Bed of Voluptuouſneſs at Nigh, 


1 


than he ſeemed to have by Day to his Grave. 
But this Heroick King of the Poles is really gone int 
his Sepulchre. For no better is a Mon ſtery in my Op. 
nion.] He has tranſlated the Seat and Throne of hi 
Kingdom to a Tomb; not for Three or Four Hours, u 


living Death ; and reign in Funeral Majefty all the i 
of his Days. For to 2 thus Recluſe from the World 
3s to be buried ali je. | 

O Venerable and Benign Derwich, pardon the favou- 
rable Opinion I have of this Chriſtian Monarch. I di 
not patronize his Errors in applauding his Virtue. Be. 
fides, it is the General Faith of Muſſulmans, That, le 
a Man be a Chriſtian, a Few, or Pagan, provided he iſe« 
lives up to the beſt Light he has, he ſhall be ſaved. And 
the Holy Prophet himſelf gave us Encouragement to be. 


4 


Bere f. | 

Thou wilt at leaſt conclude this King to be more pi- 
ous and worthy of Praiſe, than one of his Predeceſory 
who uſurped the Poliſb Crown. This was Uladi/lansV. 


our former Sultans living in his Time, and taken an iſo: 
Oath thereupon, giving alſo the Euchariſt (or that 
which they eſteem the Body of Chrif) in Hoſtage ; yet s 
ſoon after broke the Articles that he had Signed and 
ſworn” to, and for the Performance of which he had 
payned his God. 4 1 | 
This ſo provoked the Grand Signior, that he had re- 
eourfe to his Arms for Juſtice, and invaded Poland with a 


_ 
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Kin ing to give Battle, thę Sultan took out of his Boſom the 
it l ned Euchariſt, with the Capitulations agreed upon, 
s hits 


nite one Hand, and the Articles in the other, he cried out, 
piſc WS the Hearing of both Armies; O thou Cruciſed 
| red God of the Chriſtians, behold thy perfidious Adorers, 
nde who have given thee to me as a Pledge of their 
nger Faith and Truth in what they have ſworn ; yet in a 


igt, moſt impious manner they have violated their Oath. 
"x If thou art a God, chaſtiſe them now by my Means, 
in for their abominable Perjury and Prophanation of 
Oni thy Name.” His Prayer was heard of Heaven: For 


e victorious Oſmans gave a total Overthrow to the 
dels, and that blaſphemous Prince was himſelf killed 
the Battle. | | 


Vorld ; we know there is but Oze True God, Creator of 
zaven and Earth, Conſervator and Governor of Men. 
e connives at the invincible Ignorances Frailties and 
nfirmities of our Mortal Race. He accepts the Good 
orks and ſincere Vows of Pagans and the Uncircum- 
ed, as well as thoſe of the True Believers, and Fol- 
ers of the Prophets. But he abhors, and puniſhes 
ll Injuſtice, Perjury, Treaſon both in One and the 
Other. For he has no partial Regards for this Nation 
dr Perſon, more than that. They are all equally the 
Works of his Hands, and his Care is alike over all. 


[- 
k The Sun runs from the Eaf? to the Veſt: In his daily 
v. Circuit he illuminates and warms this Hemiſphere; and 
of Wy Night our Antipodes enjoy his Favours, and wel- 
an {come Influences. At one time of the Year he com- 
bat Worts the North, at another he revives the South. There 
yet s no Part of the Globe, which in due Seaſon does not 
od ejoice in his all-chearing Beams. TER ws 


Courſe ; but from the Creſcent to the Wane, obſerves the 


aws of him that made her. She is exact in timing the 
Flix and Reflux of the dea: And ſhe grides ths wand-' 
ring Mariners by Night. The Inhabitants of the A 
lick and Antartick Circles wait for her Light, when ms 

urs 


ad ſworn to between them. Then holding the Wafar 


Whatever various Forms of Religion there be in the 
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Fun abſents himſelf for half the Year. As ſoon as tl. 
ſee the Chariot of Diana appear on the Road of the 
Heaven, every Man claps his Hands for Joy. Th 
rouze from their domeſtick Dulneſs and Melanchoj 
they come out of their Dens and Caves. With Dane 
and Songs they welcome the Approach of the Beau, 
ful Goddeſs ; knowing that ſhe is but a Second Re. 
move from the Eternal Light ; the Mirror of the n 
in which that glorious Planet may ſee his Face; i 
whoſe, by Reflection, we ſee the Face of God. 
So do the Stars keep on their various Traverig 
through the Heavens. Each Conſtellation faithful) 
maintaining its Poſt ; each Planet purſuing its Road 
- Whilſt all together, at ſo vaſt a Diſtance, appear a ff. is 
ing Camp, never ſetting up their bright Pavilion 
but by Night, and in the Morning taking them dom 
again. This may be called the Army of Heaven, tie 
H. of God, embatteled in the Firmament, to guard hy 
Friends on Earth, and to chaſtiſe his Enemies. 
To deſcend lower yet into our Sublun ary Elemen'!; 
we find the Rain, Hail, Snow, Winds, Thunder, Light 
ning, and other Meteors, are impartially ſcattered uy 
and down the Climates of the Earth; I do not mean 
by Chance, but by the Univerſal Providence which ge. 
verns all Things. As the Alcoran expreſſes it:“ It i 
« he directs the Seminal and Prolifick Showers to 
« Barren and Deſart Places: Doubtleſs this is a Sign 
« of his Divine Unity,” ” 
In fine, all Provinces and Corners of the Earth 
bring forth their proper Fruits in Seaſon. And the 
Negroes of Africk and America, though groſs 1dolater, 
and ſome of them worſhipping Izferna]l Demons, yet 
enjoy God's Bleſſings, and live as plentifully, with 2 
much Content and Joy, as we that adore his Erernd 
nity. Be; | 
L Ny Nation takes up their Religion on the Credit of 
their Prieſts; and ſo long as they obſerve the Natural 
and Moral Law imprinted in their Hearts, the indu- 
gent Judge and Father of Men will diſpenſe with thoſe 
that err, in Obedience to the Poſitive Laws of their Na- 
EF: _— | y tron: 
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th For Sedition is like Magick, odious to God and 
then, and equaliy liable to Univerſal Puniſhment. 

Tü once more, O pious Father of the Derwiches, I beg 
01 Wi thee to pardon the Freedom I take, in diſcourſing 


Ince 
ah the Blind, a Guide to thoſe that err; a Reſolver of 
I, MWubts, an Arbitrator of difficult Queſtions ; the only 
WT rc of thy Province. | | > FE 
u endeavour to inform thee, but to diſentangle m 
r from Error; and teſtify, that tho' I honour God 
ered his Prophet; yet I think there is no need of a 
fully ood to defend the Truth. 


0ad, ; 

fy. ris, 7th of the 2d Moon, 
om of the Tear 1670. 
owt } : 

th — 
A LETTER XL 
net; | | | 

oht: To Uſeph, Baſſa. 
| g | | 
eat EAT H has of late celebrated a Triple Triumph 
90 } in the Court of France ; having led away Cap- 
[ts Wes to the /nwi/ib/e World, the Cardinal Duke of Ven- 


ne, a Dutcheſs of the ſame Title, and Henrietta Ma- 
a, late Queen of Great Britain, being the Relict of 
ing Charles I. and youngeſt Daughter to Henry IV. 


France. 

e King of Poland, is now at this Court; having left 
land, as ſoon as he ſaw Prince Wienowiſki elected his 
cceſſor. The Dukes of Lorrain and Newburgh had 


art, in order to make good their Pretenfions. But 


t of e Polanders being aware of it, were reſolved not to 

ral Wing themſelves under the juriſdiction of any Fo- 

4. Nigner, ſo long as there was a Prince of their wn 
- ation capable of the Dignity ; and one who being 

Va- 


Rel gious Matters in thy Preſence, who art a Light 


Thou mayeſt alſo report to the Divan, that Cafemir 


erally laid Claim to that Crown, and levied Armies 


e Son of King Cafimir, ſeems to have the beſt Title 
n: his Father's Throne, whoſe Virtues he inherits. 
2 8 5 | Here 


J 
g 


. ww —_ —__ CO — 


_*__ Here is alſo arrived the Prince of T, uſcanny, who hy 


h might have expected his firſt Viſit, as a Token of h 
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travelled through all Europe, and takes France as i 
laſt Kingdom in his Return Homewards : Proteſting 
does this in good Manners, as preferring France to; 
the Nations in Chri/lendem. Indeed, he could do nol 
in good Manners, than make this Apology, which y 
ſounds very flat to a Court ſo refined as this; whi 


Regard ; fince, tho' in Domeſtick Proceſſions, Entra 
and Cavalcades, thoſe of higheſt Dignity.take the ii 
Place; yet in Foreign Embaſjies and Voyages, it is uſu 
for Princes to addieſs thoſe firſt, for whom they han 
the greateſt Eſteem. | 5 
The Politicians here keep very ſecret the News th 
comes from Caxday, which makes all Men conclude, 


is none of the moſt proſperous. It is generally u. : 
orted for a Truth, that Admiral Beaufort is eithe : 
Eilled, or taken Priſoner by the Oztomans ; and that ti y | 
French have loſt near Two Thouſand Men in this U! 
dertaking. | | e | 
I wonder why the Painters always deſcribe Deatii 
the Form of a Nated Skeleton, a ſtarved Syſtem of dn © 
Bones : Whereas one would think, he ought to be pour m 
trayed as a Monſter, a Miracle of Fatneſs; ſince he "gy 
the greateſt Glutton in the World, hourly gormondikiy * 
on all manner of Fleſh, and is the very Original, Ui. 8 
verſal Cannibal of Nature, who from the Beginning 0 5 : 
the World has feaſted himſelf with human Bodies. Bu by 
perhaps he has a bad Digeſtion, and none of all his ra * 
and bloody Diet will afford Nutriment enapgh to fon 1 
ſo much as a poor Skin to cover his Nakedneſs; An ap 
therefore it is he is always drawn in this /eaz Figure. 305 
- Coutteous Basa, ſuffer me in this vain: Jeſt to fil So 
into a ſerious Reflection on our Mortality, and the fn Me 
, cc M8. 
Man is but a fætid Vapour, firſtexbaled from the Fami | 
and afterwards advancing, is condenſed; to a Clog 
that ſo his Filthineſs may be concealed under the ( | 
vert of a Skin, there in Secret to engender a Thouſand 65 
Meteors of Fiery Paſſions, Luſts, Concupiſcences, and wy 


extravagant Thoughts: Which in time burſt forth, n 


4 
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bie all the World: Vet end at laſt in empty Smoak, 
n, Hail or Wind, and are extinct almoſt as ſoon as 
y are formed. | | 

he Elements of which we are compounded, may 
e as Mirrors to repreſent the conſtant Mutability of 
Nature. So the devouring Fire, when all its Fuel 
bent, decays and dies. Earth, Air, and Water, all 


on takes its Riſe : Likewiſe thither we return 
in. This is the Eternal Circle of Natural Products. 
> Trees, the Flowers, with all the Vegetable Race; 
Birds, Beaſts, and Fiſhes, with every Species of Ani- 
s, are ſo many Remembrancers of our Mortality. 
ich way ſoever we turn our Eyes, they are preſent- 


ally to ſhorten it, ſince every Reſpiration carrieth 
y ſome Portion of our Subſtance. Our finer Par- 
s gradually vaniſh into Smoak and Air, whilſt the 
e groſs Remainder ſcums off in noiſome Excre- 
ts: And if there appear a Shew of any thing ſolid 
8 at our Death, it is ſoon reduced to Aſhes, Dirt, 
orms. Our Bodies, of which we make ſo great 
ount whilſt Living, are loſt in an Abyſs of Univer- 


1e 
fy atter ſoon after Death. 
u bat were the greateſt Prince the happier, though 


oflefſed the whole Circumference of this Globe? 
but a mighty Heap of Dirt or Dung, perpetually 
ling or crumbling away: It is one of the Diſhes: 
h compoſe the Banquet of all-devouring Time. 
whilſt the inſulting Monarchs of the Earth tram-' 
on it in Diſdain, ſpreading their Armies far and 
a and boaſting that their Empires have no Bounds; 
does but haſten to be ſhut up himſelf within a lit- 
bſcure and putrid Hole, not much ſurpaſſing the 
| its of a Mole-hill. | 
ou ©2t Ba, let not the Honours and Dignities thou 
leſt, make thee forget the Miſeries to which thou 
able each Hour : Butremember thou art a Man. 

„ Cth of the 11th Moon, | : 
ue Lear 1669. 8 
| LE T- 


ſubject to Corruption, and from thence our Gene- 


ith freſh Images of Human Weakneſs : And the 
Breath which doth prolong eur Life, helpeth - 


Err ” 
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dieſpairing that they ſhould live long enough to 
_ Witneſs of ſuch another. 


ing Nations may conceive the profounder Venen ce 


beſt Side outermoſt; only the Hællanders excepted, 
in the Days of their Revolt from the King of ert 


LETTER XII. 
To the Kaimacham.. | 


E RE is arrived a Muta-faraca, called Son 

1 Vanael, with Expreſſes from the Grand Sig 
It was no ſmall Refreſhment to ſee his publick Eat 
which appeared like a little Epitome of the Muſſil 
Grandeur and Magnif:cence. The young Rabble we 
as curious to be Spectators of the Eaſtern Cavalcal 
as the Romans were fond of beholding the Secular Pli 
which were exhibited but once in an Age. Nay, fe 
ple. of all Ranks, Ages, and Qualities, filled the Stes 
the Windows, and Battlements of their Houſes : 80 
becauſe. they never ſaw ſuch a Sight before; oth 


Vet with all their Curioſity, none but the Miniſte 
State are able to dive into the leaſt Secret of hi 
ſtructions. Theſe willingly communicate the Ti 
which that Great Arbiter of the Earth gives the I 
King. That ſo not only his Subjects, but neighbt 


for him, without penetrating the Meaſures he ul 
This is an Artifice common to all States to turn! 


could not ſo much as put a. good Face upon 2e 
Matter: But were forced to expoſe their Pon 
and Nakedne/5, as well as /»ffer under it; addreli 
themſelves to Elixabeth, then Queen of England ul 
Character of The poor Diſtræſſed States of Holland, 
ſo begging her Aſſiſtance. | | 
However, Solhman has faithfully imparted to me! d th 
Affairs, as I have Reaſon to believe. He is too hn 
born and bred, poſſeſſes more Reaſon and Wit, Ui $1 
to amuſe the Old Man in the Cafſoack (ſo they cal | 
here in the Streets, who know me not by = | 


— 
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ithſtanding all his publick Sufferings.) . 
eſteem 1/mael as one fit to repreſent the Grand Sig- 


thee the French are the moſt refined of all the V. 
Giafers. © © ene | _ 
e the Force of the Civil Laws which 


perfect in Greek and Latin, and has beſtow'd ſome 
us in reading their Books both Prints and Manu- 


ied, well-ſhaped, and not of an ugly Face, which 
nough to be ſaid of a Man deſigned for Buſineſs 


> under Cato's Cenſure, who ſeeing two Ambaſſa- 
5 ſent from Rome to a foreign State, one of which 
his Head ſo little, that it could hardly be diſtin- 
ſhed from that of an Owl ; and the other ſuch a 


II. 


arges of his Commiſſion with extraordinary Muni- 
nce. His Houſe is already become the Sanctuary 


ially-ſnutting his Ears that he can at one Time 


atſoever is ſaid by the Spies of the French King. 
d this is no ſmall Gift in a Man of his Character 


us Elbow, that thinks to over- reach this Court, 


rafter ſo private is Mahmut in Paris, at this Hour, 


s Perſon, among better People than rfidels: Yet 1 
earned from Juſffinian's Code, and other Books. For 


e makes a very Perſonable Figure, being tall, full- 8 


not only for Love. He is never in danger of fal- 


ple, that he could not walk without Stilts; cried 
Here is an Embaſſy which has neither Head nor 


And then, our Musa. furaca is nch: He ſupports the : 


ill the diſtreſſed Lewvantines, whether Greeks, Arme- 
u, or Followers of the Prophets: And he ſpeaks 
ch as readily as a Native. Yet he diſſembles his 
pertneſs in that Language, to keep up the State and 
ſervedneſs of the Ottoman Empire, which diſdains 
condeſcend to any other Speech than Tur#/ or 
wick. Beſides, he has the Advantage, by thus ar- 


h Hear and be Deaf; Underſtand and be Ignorant of 


| Truſt. For he had need of an Angel, or a Devil 


About 
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Above all, I believe our Soſyman would nere 
a the Error committed by the Ambaſſadon 
rom Tenedos to one of the Roman Emperors, I am 
he is not yet, For thoſe Gentlemen had feen the l. 
of the Emperor's Son, Eleven Moons and Fou 
Days, as the Story ſays, before they knew it was f 
Duty to make an Addreſs of Condolence: Oy; 
leaſt, before they called it to mind; for they 
drowned in the Reman Luxury. So that, when b 
came to perform that Dewvoir, the Emperor coull! 
forbear to ſcoff at them in theſe Terms: 7 nud 
ment, ſaid he, the Fate of the Renowned Hector, 
Countryman, and Champion, whom Achilles the Gre 
killed above a thouſand Years ago. 
I ſpeak this in a particular Regard to Solyman's] 
85 ee here. For, when he firſt came to this C 

e found them all in Mourning for the Death of | 
King's Aunt the late Queen of England, and of u 
High Perſonages, (particularly thoſe that were lai 
the late Action at Candia) whereof I, have already 
ven an Account to the Sublime Porte in another Let 
Without Inſtructions he very demurely accoſted 
King, and told him, There could be no Duvalay 
all NE Oe Empire, for. the late, Succeſs at. Cui 
« ſo long as the French Court were Mourners. 

This was a ſenſible Touch to thoſe that under 
it, and from that Moment, the Grandees and; Mu 
ſters of State have made a Difference in their; En 
tainment of this ingenious , Muta faraca, and t 
which they uſed to give to the Chiauſes formerly i 
from the Porte. 5 ref. 03. Tons! 

I can aſſure thee, he is, at the ſame time, very blu 
and very elegant in his Diſcourſe There is Fire in 
ry Word he utters, to warm and refreſh, if they ta 
it at a due Diſtance, but if they approach too near, 
ſcorches their Spirits, and puts:them into a,Cholerti 
ke ſhew. They conſume inwardly in their 0 

eſpight: Yet cannot help themſelvess. 
Doubtleſs, the King of France is the greateſt Vi 
narch, the moſt powerful and victorious Prince in ( 
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n, the only Invincible Emperor of the Nestern 
k. Vet he veils to our Majeſticl Sovereign, Lord 
ie whole Earth. And our Eunuch will not part 
a Tittle of his Maſter's Honour, or give any Ad: 
age by an Eaſineſs worthy of Blame, in a Caſe 
may be turned to a Precedent.: He is very happy 
js Repartees, as thou wilt perceive by the Anſwer 
ave to a French Lord yeſterday, when he aſked 
Whether he thought at not a Violation of the 
| Law, for Ambaſſadors to be impriſoned, as they 
are at the O/toman Porte? No, (ſays Solyman) it 
where the Ambaſſador is guilty of Treaſon, or Cri- 
læſæ Majeſtatis. But, if it were, you Frenchmen 
the leaſt Reaſon to accuſe us of it; fince awe firſt learned 
axim from the Backſide of your Salick Law, where 
endorſed. And'then he produced twenty ſeveral 
nces of this. Kind in the Court of France. 
a word, Solyman has hitherto acquitted himſelf 
marvellous Succeſs in every Thing ; tho' the 


f 
Fe þ Grandees often ſet upon him, to try what Metal 
In made of; having generally a mean Opinion of 
ans, becauſe Learning is ſo little countenanced 


g us. — RS 
. have no Matter of News to acquaint thee with, 
that a violent Plague broke forth not long ago at - 
vs, and a terrible Earthquake in $87c:/y, frighted 
nhabitants of Catanea, and the adjacent T'owns 
their Habitations; after one whole Village had 
ſwallowed up. „ | 
ole who were curious to pry into the Cauſe of 
particular Convulſions, and that affrighting Over- 
V, perceived, after diligent Search, that it proceed- 
nen em a new Eruption, or Breach in Mount Gibel, 
wo Miles from Catanea: Where the Heorrid 
" vomited forth Floods of Fire, with Flaming 
rs which being carried violently through the Air, 
r ode Space of near a League round about, at laſt fell 
n Flaming Showers or Cataracts, producing ſad 
1 Melcalamitous Effects in the neighbouring Country. 


2 ; Serene 
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\ . ; Serene Miniſter, it is evident, that the Judgmen 

God are upon theſe Infidels: Vet, they will ng 
converted from their Errors and Vices.. They hay 
the ſame Tempeſt of Fire which overwhelmed the} 
Cities of the Lake Aſpbaltites: Yet, they remain ii 
ſible and obdurate : _—_ man will be extern 
| (rom: the Earth. | 


Packs, 4th of the 12th Moon, 
of the Year 1669. 


of a 


4 
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7 he End of the Second Book. 
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LET TI L 


| Mchemer, an Exiled ch: at Alcair 
in Egypt. 


YE no longer melee my Friend, nor fink 
3 under the Burthen of rhy Misfortunes. Give 
not thy Enemies an Occaſion of double Tri- 
ph, in that they have driven thee from thy ſelf, as 
Il as from the Grand Signior's happy Preſence. Thou 
t Money and Jewels enough left to purchaſe thee a 
petent Felicity any where. Or, at leaſt thou haſt 
tue, which renders every Place a Paradiſe. Aſſociate | 
{elf with the other Exits i in that City, Victims to a 
al Caprice ; ſuffered with all their immenſe Riches, 
make a pompous and magnificent Entry into that 
tropolis of Egypt; but ſoon after ſtripped of all their 
zalth, and ſacrificed to the Court Avarice. So were 


conſecrated Bulls of old, Ou up in ſtately E- 
I: | r 


fp quipage, their Horns and Hoofs all gilded over 


| ſent Wealth and Grandeur. 


perial Dignity. It is your Buſineſs therefore non, 


_ deep-rooted and ftrong Sympathy. The Agreeablend 
of Humour united firſt our Souls, and taught us ti 
' myſterious Leſſons of Platonict Love. We ſaw er y Pr 


c 
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old, adorned with Ribbons of coſtly Silk, their} 

dies covered over with Mantles of Brocade and Ti 

_ embroidered with Pearls and precious Stones,; 

trailing on the Pavement of Apollos Temple; w 

the Prieſts ſtood ready at the Altar to diſpatch wh 
Hecatombs of theſe gay Sacrifices. - 

" Your Caſe is not ſo bad at Caire, in that your Ii 
are ſpared, and you at Liberty to carve new Fortu 
to your ſelves, where-ever you pleaſe. You ought 

aid'and counſel one another in your Misfortunes. | 
a Comfort to the Miſerable, to have Companion 
their ſad Eſtate. Inſinuate thy ſelf into the Baja's if 
vour. He may do ſomething to alleviate thy Gri 
He will meaſure thy Circumſtances by his own; d 
ſidering that he has but three Years to enjoy his i; 


Gos to the baniſhed Myf77, if he be living at Can 
deſire his ſpiritual Advice: Perhaps thou mayeſt rect 
into the Bargain ſome Temporal Advantages froni 
He has a greater Influence on ſome of the Eg 
Beys, than the Grand Signior has himſelf : You are 

_ alike embarked in one Affliction, whoſe Eſſence an 
conſiſt in being degraded from your former HononWWer 
(though in different Degrees) and being ſeparated u ar. 
your Friends, that baſk in the immediate Luſtre of lian 


find out ſome new Source of Happineſs : To malt 
new Friends, ſince you have loſt the old; or, at lit + 
to prop up one another by a mutual Friendſhip, not Mt ; 
be broke or diſſipated, but by a De/#zzy equal to i 0 
former. And then you have no more to do, but W. 


ſecute your ſeveral Intereſts, and be reſigned to Fat. Me h 


As for thee, I am. particularly ſolicitous ; being 
gaged together from our Youth; by a Reciprocal Pi 
ticipation of good Offices, which was the Effect if 


other, and were ſtreight inſpired with ſacred Inclut 
| e £100 drd el 
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ns. My Eye no ſooner fixed on thine, but _ 
at Perſpe&ive, I could ſee the inward Virtue of t 

dul, which immediately produced- a. Ventilation in 
y Breaſt : And I ſoon found our Hearts bore Tine 
one another. This generous Paſſion aſterward in- 
eaſed as we grew up; and what it loſt of its firſt Vio« 
nce, is gained by acquiring a more laſting Strength; 
ore durable Integrity, and conſtant Faithfulneſs; Our 
ys and Griefs were ſtill the ſame.. No proſperous-ot 
verſe Fortune could ever change our Minds, to warp 
either to Flattery or Contempt: But with an even 
lind we Kill ſuſtained the different Accidents of hu- 
an Life, and propped up one. another with-4: right 
ffection; till it was the Will of Fate to ſeparate us, 
being made a Slave in Sicily," whilſt thou enjoyedſt 
e Smiles and Favours of thy Infant-Fortune, which 
troduced thee firſt to the Serail. Afterwards I pain- 
| my Freedom, and returned to the Iaperial City, 

d to the Palace of the Sullan. But was not ſuffered 
ng to enjoy that Happineſs, being appointed for this 
ardous Poſt in Paris. 5 

I tell thee, Mehemet, I reckon my Caſe far worſe 
an thine, in that I am forced to take my conſtant Re. 
lence up among theſe zfide/s.' Could my propitious 
ars encourage me but with the ſmalleſt Hopes to 
lange my preſent Courſe of Life, I would hever re- 
ne at what was paſt, but pleaſe my ſelf with flattery - 
g Proſpects of ſome future and unknown Felicity. 
t to be irrevocably chained down to the Oar, withy 
it a Glimpſe of any Sign that I ſhall ever be relieyed] 
worſe than Death it ſelf 1b 6592 
Whereas, on the other Side, thou art diſpoſed of in 


Sciences; the Midwife of Celeſtial Secrets, the Nurſe 
Sages, Saints, and Prophets 8 the Gran of the 
vſulman Empire ; and the Refuge of Diſtreſſed Mor- 
s. Oh! Mebemet, prize the vaſt Advantage than 
iſt of me, and others of thy Fellow-Slaves, Improve 


* 


} Privilege and O es nity. of ranging where-thoy 

t. Go, Wie all Nr tiquities of © ye ra her 

orders to the Weft and Soutb. If this will not divert 
1. . | Shy 


e happieſt Region of the Earth, Egypt, the Mother 


y * 2 8 , 
THE 8. 65%" 
of} » 75 ; 


8 
go farther yet, and ſearch the. mii 
the Nile, nch deaſen Mortals 1 
rey 5 view the Mountains of ' the Moy} 
8 — Or, ſee the Deſolation of the Smoaky Ji 
and of che Cities, whoſe Inhabitants were. in a Min 

mutamerphoſed in to. Stones, as a Memorial of Ete 

engeance againſt crying Sins. 

Hut, after all, my Mebemet, "depart not from th 
Neaſon, Loyalty 410 Faith. For theſe are Armoy 
Proof againſt the Aſſaults of Chance and Defliny, 


Men and Devils, of Earth and Hell. And when wi 
Travels are finiſhed here on Earth, thoſe Virtues. yi : 
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| 1 Ounce forbear Doing ths the Trouble of a anoth 
Letter by this Poſt, chat I may yet more enconry 
thee to a virtuous Refignation to the Will of Fil 
Which thou knoweſt is inexorable. | 
There is an Eternal Law fixed in the Univ: 
| which admits of no Repeal. No Prayers or Tean e. 
Paſſionate Mortals; no Vows, Alms, Pilgri mage, 
any other Supererogatin Works, can move the g. 
ftinies. They are more inflexible than the Judge af 
the old Athenian. Areopagus. And the angea; 
Edicts of the Median pire might ſooner be reverk 
| than the Decrees of Far. nd, 
If thou conldit make Gobi wh un hundred tb 
Card Sheep, and feed the Poor of all the Zof, acc ngd 
Ing to the Mwu/man Practice: or ſacrifice as m 7, 
Balls; afer the Faſhion of the antient Genri/er ; could 
thou monopolize all the Aromatichs of the Orient] mit 
| comp 
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npound the moſt exalted Incenſe, and make a Py- 
. of odoriferous Smoke aſcend high as the Sha- 
V of the Earth at Midnight, whereby the Heaven 
| Heavens ſhould be all perfumed, and every ſleeping 
ity ſhould be awakened by the fragrant Smell; 
uldeſt thou bribe the Choirs above, totune the Spheres 
ew, and raiſe the ſweeteſt Harmony, that ever 
ached the Eternal Senſe ; yet all would not prevail to 
er the Reſolves of Heaven, or re · inſtate thee in thy 
rmer Honour. No ! my Mehemet, thou art loſt for e- 
r at the Serail: The Face of Things is changed, ſince 
du haſt been in Egypt. Thy Friends are all diſperſed 
road in the World, or dead; which is but another 
ind of Separation. There are no Hopes now left thee, 
ever returning again to that proud City, which in- 
its the Character of antient Rome. The Lady of the 
th, I wiſh the Roman Luxury be not alike entailed, 
Rouze up, my Friend, and look not an thy State, 
ough the deceitful Optics of thy Paſſion; but let 
aſon light the Praſpeck. Thou wert before a Slave; 
thou art free, and Maſter of thy ſelf. However, 
rid thee of the very /dea, or fancied Miſery, I coun- 
thee once again, to travel. „ 
o, make the ſpeedieſt Retreat thou canſt out of the 
its of the Ottoman Empire that thou mayeſt forget 
Cares and Fears. Take not the Way by Barbary, 
r covet to ſee the Place where antient Carthage was 
ated ; be not curious to enquire after Queen Diao, 
neas, or Hannibal, or to hear ſome Stories of the fa- 
us Scipio. Nor would I counſel thee to paſs the 
ngdoms of Morocco and Fer. For, though thoſe 
alms pay no Obedience to the Sultan. yet they are his 
lies; and that Reflection will always keep thee in 
n. Beſides, the Sight of Masi will terrify thy 
nd, and fill thee with a thouſand Apprehenſions. 
70 rather the directeſt Way thou canſt, unto the 
ngdoms of the Negroes, or Black People inhabiting 
Torrid Zone. But, take this Rule: Be ſure to 3 
ng the River Vile, as near as the Roads of Africk will 
mit: That ſo thou mayeſt avoid the horrible and 


/ 
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affrighting Deſarts of Lybia, Nubia, and Zanfar, yi 
other inhoſpitable mountainous Parts between the 7 
pick of Cancer and the Equonox. For, thou wilt 1 
find it very pleaſant to encounter and converſe yi 
none but Dragons, Baſiliſæs, and other Monſter, 
thoſe Regions. And yet, for ought I know, it is 
ter than to fall into the Hands of human Savages, 
J know not how to give a general Character of 
Southern Blacks ; ſince every Province varies in its jy 
ticular Principles, Cuſtoms, Laws, and Inftitutigy 
The 4by//ines are Chriftians ; ſo are the Inhabitants 
Congo, Songo, Angela, and other Countries bordering 
the Upper Ætbiopia. ' Thoſe that dwell along the! 
Sea, are generally Mahometans. They diſcourſe al 
a very populous Country thereabouts, poſſeſſed by Ja 
alone. And there are Authors who aſſert a Fen; 
Kingdom, a Nation of Amazons. It is certain, ont 
Weſtern Side they are all Pagans, 
It will be worth thy Labour to obſerve the differ 
Humours of theſe People, and make compariſon l 
tween the Antient and this Modern Gentiliſn, to 
ſtract their Morals from their Superſtitions: And 
me then, whether they do not better deſerve the Ti 
of True Believers, than we Muſſulmans ; ſince they! 
according to their Faith, whereas we go by a qu 
contrary Method. They believe no other C0 s: 
their Domeſtick Prieſts, and theſe they never will; a: 
offend, Whereas, whilſt we profeſs the Eternal Un 
we ſcruple not to fin againſt him every Hour. 175 
circumciſe, waſh, pray, abſtain from Meats, give Alm 
as well as we. Their Juſtice is as ſtrict, their Meit 
ſoft as ours. In fine, they are Men differing fron ver: 
only in Colour, Education, and the peculiar Maxim or 
their Country, which they rigorouſly obſerve, and b 
for Happineſs thereby, as we do by obeying the | 
brought down from Heaven. 
Mebemet, Our Holy Prophet has ſaid, That wich 
et ſoever lives innocently, and does Juſtice, whether | 
4 be à Chriſtian, Few; or Pagan, ſhall be ſaved as mar 
ce as his Diſciples.” Therefore in all thy THT ale 


ſe not any Man for his Religion, be it never ſo ridi- 

lous in Appearance; provided he be good and honeſt 

his Converſation ; much leſs contemn thoſe Africans 
their Colour; ſince Black and Fh:zte are all alike 

him, who firſt gave Man the Power to know the 

ifference. . 

Mebemet, If thou accepteſt my Advice, take alſo my 


ft iſhes for thy good Voyage and Proſperity. 
i is, wth of the 4th Moon, SE, 5 3 
ts of the Year 1670. 


LETTER VII. 


) the Mufti, Venerable Patron of Learn- 
185 ing and Knowledge. 


ROM thy Clemency I will not fear a Charge of 
Negligence, in that 1 have delayed to perform 
Taſk thou enjoinedſt me. Thou knoweſt my Cir- 
nſtances, and will confider, That though I have 
ad Books, yet I have not a Library of my own, It is 
ie, I often frequent thoſe of this City, but my Sea- 
is are limited, either to thoſe Hours when the Libra- 


s of my Commiſſion, I cannot ſerve the Grand 
nor, and follow my Studies both at once. Yet 1 
e outpaſſed Frugality, and turned a Niggard of my 


ers, and promote 
Honate a Regard. 
he encloſed Paper contains the Size of the Vo- 
ne, which I conceive will be moſt proper for ſs 
at a Work, with the Contrivance of the Pages, 
ich I have divided into Columns, that ſo the Years 


a Work, for which 1 have fo 


markable Aras, may be ranked in Order, each 
allel with the reſt, and all with the Matter treated 
at ſach a Time. b 

G 3 This 
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are opened, or to thoſe I can ſpare from the Af- 


ne, that I' might obey the great Oracle of True Be- 


the World, the Date of the Olympiads, with other? 
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This J have done in the encloſed Paper, not thin; 
ing it proper to interrupt the Series of my Letter yi 
a blank Scheme, which is for the Uſe of the Com 
lers; but to preſent thee with a tranſient View off 
Four Monarchies, which have made ſuch a Noiſe, inth 
World; wherein thou needeſt not fear the Fatigue q 
a tedious continued Hiſtory; for I deſign only to ei e 
ont ſuch Paſſages as are moſt diverting, and worthy i 
Peruſal. , Mn „ 
To begin then with the 4/prian Monarchy, whid 
was the Firſt of the Four: This Nation waz, f 
a great while, contented with its own Boun 
without ſeeking to encroach on the Territories of 
thers. And Ninus was the Firſt of the Arian Kin 
who enlarged his Dominions by Congueft. ' He ſubduſ ut 
the greateſt Part of 4/ia, and raiſed ria to the Ti 


an Empire. | ; 
After his Death, Semiramis his Wife took upon H 
the Government, counterfeiting the Perſon of Mu u 


his Son, who was yet but a Child. She wore the Hal 
of a Man, and being like her Son, paſſed for him, ; 
the lawful Succeſſor, unſuſpected. This . Yirage «iſo | 
larged the Congueſis of her Huſband, and ſpread le 
Empire from India to Ethiopia z and to lay the Fol 
dation of an immortal Fame, ſhe built Babylon. 
To her, ſucceeded Miyas her Son, of whom 1 
thing is remarkable but his Effeminacy. For neg: 
. the Affairs of War, he ſpent all his Time amay 
| his Concubines. And the ſame Stain is faſtened on lunar 
Succeſſors, even to Sardanapalus; in whoſe Death ent 
Afjrian Monarchy ſuffered an Interruption, being C 
tonized into Petty Royalties by the Governors of In 
vinces. Among whom, thoſe who aſſumed the Ceed 
of Babylon were of moſt Note, in regard they firſt red 
vered the broken Empire to its old Grandeur and Un 
Buy a Succeflion therefore of many Kings, in reveal 
rence to whoſe Actions Hiſtory is filent, the Mena mf 
deſcenced to Meradac Baladan : In whoſe Days h 
pened that wonderful Retrogradation of the Sun, na HPuilt 
tioned by Hebrew Writers and others, which _ $326 
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woſe Famous Controverſies among the Philoſophers. 
ad Aſtronomers of that Age, mentioned in the Per- 
n Chronicles. For they obſerving, that not only the 
zun, but the whole Planetary Syſtem, and all che fixed 
aro went back at the ſame Time, or at leaſt ſeemed 
5 do ſo, began to revive that curious Queſtion, about 
he Motion of the Earth, which the Cha/deans, and 
dmo/ephiſts of India had ſtarted before, when the Sun 
id Moon ſtood ſtill at the burning of Ida. And it was 
ancluded' by ſome of them, That the Motion of the 
arth being granted, its ſtanding ſtill or going back at 
theſe extraordinary Times, would ſolve all the Aſtro» 
zomical - Appearances better and in a more Natural 
ay, than by ſuppoſing ſuch a prodigious: Stop to be 
ut to-the whole Celeſtial Frame at one Time, or that 
ie Everlaſting Spheres ſhould be rowled backwards at 
ze other. i en 8 1 
This Difpute was the Occaſion of that famous Con- 
lux of the Eaſtern Sages to Babylon, mentioned in the 
erfian Poets and; Hiftorians. For Balauas being very 
nquiſitive after Knowledge, and particularly * deſirous 
o be informed in the Greunds of this Preterna 
\ppearance, ſent Meſſengers into India, Egypt, Perſia 
nd all Kingdoms, where Learning flouriſhed "inviting 
ie Afrologers, Pries, Magicians, Prophets, and all that 
ad the Character of Wiſe Men, to come to his Court of 
abylon, where they were magnificently entertained 3 
nd when they had fully ſatisfied all the King's: Des 
nands, he ſent them away laden with Gifts and Pre. 
ents, every Man to his own Country. 
| Arkianus ſucceeded Baladas in- the ps of Ba. 
ym, in whoſe Time Ecbatan was built. To him ſuc- 
ceded Belitbus, ym Rigibelus, Meſſiſimordatus ; 
ifter whom the Kingdom was àgain tranſlated to the 
Hrians, in the Reign of E/charhaddon, in the 33230 
ear of the World, and 24th Olympiad. During the 
mpire of this Eſcharbaddon, the 'Afyrian Monarch, 
dalcedon that lies over-againft the Imperial City, was 
built by the Thratians, in the 25th Olympiad,' andthe 
$329th Year of the World. „„ 5 
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To E/tharraddon ſucceeded Soaſdachinus, Chyladany 
 - Nabopalaſſar ; in the Reign of which laſt, Necho, Kino 
of Egypt, attempted to cut a Canal from the Ni to H 2 
Red Sea, wherein he employed an Hundred x 
Twenty Thouſand Egyptians; but diſcouraged by d 
ow. Progreſs they made, and the vaſt Expences 
was at, he gave it over. _ | 
This Nabopolaſſar, once more raiſed the Kingdon| 
Babylon to an univerſal Monarchy ; for before his Tu lau 
it had been for ſome Years in the Hands of the.4j 
rians; but he ſubdued all Syria, Phanicia, Juda 
and Egypt, and expelled the Scythians out of Afia. 
To him ſucceeded his Son Nebuchadnezzar, yi 
dreamed of the Four Univerſal Monarchies, that were! 
ſucceed one another. In his Reign was born 1 
Graud Cyrus, who raiſed the Perſian Monarchy. ( 
Him it is recorded, that one Night he dreamed, That 
Sun /tood at his Feet, whom when Cyrus Thrice attemi 
#0 lay hold on, the Sun as often diſappeared : Which tia: 
Magi interpreted as a ſure Sign that he ſhould Rei 
Thirty Years, which came to paſs accordingly. . 
During this Reign, there wasa not able Duel for 
between Pittaccus, one of the Seven Wiſe Men 
Greece, and Phrynon the moſt renowned Combatanti 
thoſe Days; for he always won the Prize at the OlynWWhim 
pick Games. He was 9 — of the Athenians, u e 
bein puffed up with his conſtant Succeſſes, he def 
any Man to a fingle Combat. Pittacus the Sage 1 
cepted the Challenge; and when they were hotly a 
gaged in the Field, he ſuddenly threw a filken Ne 
over: Phrynon's: Head and having thus entangled hi 
thruſt him through with his Lance. 


This was that great Nebuchadnezzar, who havin 
beſieged and taken Feru/a/em, burnt it down to tis 
Ground, razed the Walls, and carried away all ti 
.Zewvs with their Riches into Captivity to Babylon. 
- Afterwards, having conquered all the Neighbouring 
Nations ; he new built Baby/on, and encloſed it wil 

Three Walls: He alſo built thoſe Pendulons — 

„ 5 renowne 
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\ KnfWrowned throughout the Earth; and made thoſe 


to , zen Gates which were reckoned among the Wonders 
d the World. But at length being puffed up with the 
by MW bought of his Magnificent Yorks; he was Metamor- 
ces Hoſed into a Satyr, or Silvan, and dwelt Seven Years: 


the De/arts of Arabia, being a Companion of the 
utes. My Countrymen ſhew the Places of his wild 
{aunt to this Day; 8 received it by Tradition 
om their Fathers. They ſay alſo, that Paremiel, the 
igel of the Woods, when the Term of Seven Years 
25 expired, interceded with God for Nebuchadnezzar, 

ho thereupon turned him into a Man again, and re- 


442d Vear of the Word, and the 43d of his Reign. 

To him ſucceeded Evil Merolach, Nerigliſſor, Laboro- 
archod, and Labynitus, in whoſe Time there was War 
etween the Babylonians and Perſians; when Cyrus after 
nany victorious Campaigns, at laſt laid Siege to Baby- 
n, took the City, and tranflated the Empire to the 
er fans > and having ſubdued” all the Ve of Afa, 
ven to the Red Sea, he died at Seventy Years of Age; 
ommanding his Servants not to embalm his Body, 


de writ on his Tomb. 


O Mortals, I am Cyrus who laid the Founda- 
tion of the Perſian Monarchy, and was 
Emperor of all Aſia: Therefore entry me 

not a Grave. F 


to Pelufium, cauſed a great Number of Cows, Apes, 
Birds, and other Animals, . to be placed in the Front of 
his Army knowing that the Egyptian, worſhipped 
ſuch for Gods, and conſequently would forbear to ſhoot 
their Arrows that way : By which Stratagem he took: 
the City, and afterwards conquered all Egype, carrying 
Sm > Þ away 


ored him to his Empire. He died peaceably in the 


To him ſucceeded Cambr/er bis Eldeſt Son, who. 
marching with his Army into Egypt, and laying Siege | 


or uſe any coſtly Pomp at his Funeral, but burying 
tim decently like a Man, ſhould cauſe this Epitaph to 
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| away many Thouſands of the Egyptians, with Foreign, 
ers reſiding there, into Capizvity, among whom wa 
Pythagoras the Philoſopher. 


— 


After this Cambyſes ſent Spies under the Notion 9 
Ambaſſadors to the King of Zthiopia, with rich Preſen, 
But the Ang ſuſpecting what was their Buſincſs, tock 
a Bow in his Hand and bent it, as though he woll 
ſhoot ; and giving it to the Spies, he bid them carry i 
to their Maſter, and tell him, That when he and bis Per. 
fans had learned to bend Bows of that Strength, he migh 
think of invading Ethiopia, and nct before; for that th 
#thiopians wwere Giants in Vigour. And when the Shia 
returned to Camby/es, there was no Man found amoi 
;: his Soldiers which was able to bend that Bow. Ye 
he marched directly towards Zthiopia with a gret 
Army; part of which was overwhelmed in the Sand 
of the Dęſarts, to the Number of Fifty Thouſand, aul 
the reſt being reduced for Want of Proviſions, to a Ne 
_ ceflity of eating one another; he returned in a great 
Rage to Memphis, where he flew Apis the God of the 
Egyptians, and cauſed his Pries to be maſſacred. Ht 
alſo flew his own Brother, and killed his Wife, be. 
cauſe ſhe mourned for him, He ſhot Prexa/pes through 
with an Arrow, and commanded Twelve Perſian Molli 
to be buried alive. He ſet Fire to the Temple, bla. 
phemed the Gods, and at laſt killed himſelf by an A. 
cident with his .own Sword. „„ 
After his Death, the Magi crowned one of their om 
Order, and ſet him on the Throne of Perſia, ' giving 
out that he was Smerdis the younger Son of Cyr, 
who had been murdered by the Command of his Bro. 
ther Camby/es. And it was eaſy to carry on the Fraud, 
in regard the Perſian Kings rarely ſuffer themſelves to 
"be ſeen : which is a Cuſtom, thou knoweſt obſerved 
by all the Monarchs of the Eft. es 
One Oflan, a Perfian Prince, firft diſcovered the 
Cheat, by means of his Daughter a Concubine of the 


\. King's: For ſhe, by his Inſtruction, found out, that 


. King had uo Ears; which was u convincing Args 
b | | NEON 


ig, ment that he was one of the ra whoſe Ears Cayy- 
vail 5% had commanded to be cut off. l 


"ae" % 
i 34 2 (13: 


This Ofan drawing ſix other Princes into a Conſpiracy, 


n of they ruſhed into the Palace, and killed all. the 9 5 
4, and ſingled out of their own. Number, one Darin the 
o Son of Hyftaſpes, to ſucceed in the Throne. This was 
oa not done by Election, but by Lot: For they agreed 
7 i co meet all together, one Morning before the. Palace 
be. Gates on Horſe-back ; and that he whoſe Horſe uſt 
104 WY neighed after the Sun was up, ſhould be King. This 
ell to Darius's Share, by the Stratagem of his Squire, 
or Mafter of the Horſe. Then the other Princes 
o crowned him, and made him ſwear by the Sun and 
YaBB Fire, that he would never put them to Death, or deny 
er them his Preſen een. wt 
nd But Darius finding himſelf! curbed by theſe Princes 
and BY was reſolved to rid himſelf of ſuch dangerous Compa- 
Ve. nions: Wherefore he cauſed'a Stove to be built on 
en purpoſe for a Banguetting- Houſe, and ſo/artificially con- 
the trived, that the Fire- place being under the Basgurtting- 
He Chamber, ſhould, in fo many Hours, burn afunder the 
be- Pillars that ſupported the ſaid Chamber, aud cauſe the 
Floor to fall down into the Fire“ Then he invited 
% theſe Princes to a Feaſt, which he held in his Ban- 
a. Ry -Houſe ; and was merry with them till the 
es ignal was given him to depart: At which T 

he left them in the Midſt of their Mirth and within a 
while after he was gone, the Floor of the Chamber fell 
down, with all that were in it, into the Fire pads - 
% neath, where the Princes were ſoon confumed to — 
0- After this Darius m d all the Affairs of his Em- 
d, pire without Controul. e ruled over all the Provin- 
ces of Aa, from India to Atbiopia, containing above 
d an Hundred Kingdoms. He extended his Con 


the Provinces of Greece; and ſetting forth à prod 
gious Fleet, he ſailed into the Mediterranean and An- 
chipelago: He conquered the Iſlands: of the Ages Sa, 
reduced Chalcedon, and all the Cities along the Hellz- 
/pont and Propontis, even Byzantium itſelf, the preſent 
deat of our Auguſt Emperors, At length, having zeigned 

33 1 pProſperouſly 
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| & en uſly Thirty Six Years, he died, and left Au 
his Son to ſucceed. him in the Throne. . 0 2 
Thou ſeeſt, great Guide of the Faithful, that I hy 
not yet reached to the End of the Perſian Monarch 
whereas I thought to have comprehended all the Fo 
zn one Letter; for I have only touched upon the nd 
i.xemarkablte Paſſages, omitting the main Body of 
I which it would be too tedious for thee to 
4 e. CC | . 5 
If thou approveſt what I have written, I will cont 
nue thus to abbreviate the Hiſtory of the Perfian, Mz 
« cedonian and; Roman Empires in other Letters: But i 
thou thinkeſt what I have already writ to be a ſuf 
- cient. Madel for the Compilers of an Univerſal Hiſt. 
ry, I ſubmit to thy Oraculous Appointments. | 
„In the mean time, I pray the King Eternal, wh 
. - eſtabliſhes and diſſolves all the Empires in the World 
and has put into the Poſſeſſion of the Grand Sigur 
_- - thoſe ample Tracts of the Earth which formerly be 
longed to the Succeſſive Monarchies ; to extend the I. ur 
: mita of the Myſu/man Empire through the Five Zone 
v2) 57565 £494; SN FFC q 
Paris, 17th:of #he 6th Moon, - 
« 3%. Off the Year 1670. 
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Ur Mirmadolin, Santone of, the Vale « 


Sidon. 
T was a long Time before I could find ont 
the true Secret of Human Happineſs. I have for 
my Years'groped after it in the Dark; and when! 
thought J enjoyed a Proſpect of it, as clear as of Thing 
we diſeern in the Light of a Mid-day Sun, that Sun wa 
little better than the So/ mortuorum of the ancient Bo- 
"mans; whoſe Beams ſerved only to give a faint Mock: 
'Glimmering to the Ghoſts, that wander on * Side 
335 | | | arcn 
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baron's Ferry; and like an Ignis fatuus to miſlead them 
» and down the dark Suburbs of Ely/ium, the Fens and 
larſhes of the Stygian Lake, So have I ftraggled all 
y Life thro unknown Ways, ſeeking the Road to 
eaven, yet finding nothing but the Paradiſe of Fools. : 
Sometimes I thought by outward Works of Virtue, 
purify myſelf and gain Perfection. I was punQual 
obſerving every Precept of the Law : and performed 
few Acts of Supererogation. Confiding too much in 


one Fidelity, and inviolable Faſtneſs of my Wie the 
M orce of my Religious Paſſions firſt formed by Nature, 
ut N fierwards improved by pious Tutors, I trove to make 
ſul, I eroick Flights, and ſoar above my Guide. But, alas! 


ey were mere borrowed Feathers which bore me up ſo 
75 dead artificial Wings, cemented to my Soul only 
y Ed 


ucation, Cuſtom, and the Practice of my Fathers; 
or, Compoſition of Spiritual Wax, or Glew, which could 
ot ſtand the Brunt of hot and fiery Trials, but ſoon 
be iſſolved in my unwarrantable bold Approaches to the 


un. So that, in fine, my Wings dropped piece-meal 
ff, and I had the Fate of Icarus, to fall a Victim to 
y own obſtinate Zeal and Refſhneſs. 
Surely our Souls are like the Augean Stable, which no 
wuman Power, Art, or Induſtry, can ever cleanſe, did 
ot the Meflengers and Favourites of God, like Hercu- 
3, teach us the Method of opening a Canal from Hea- 
en, and letting in the Torrent of the River of Purifi- 
ation from Paradiſe. 155 ö 

Our Vices, Hydra - like, ſtill ſtart young Infant Heads, 
is faſt as we cut off the Old. Whereas our Virtues are 
ke the Venetian Treaſure, which being once ſhewed to 
he Span; Ambaſſador in many Coffers of Silver, Gold, 
ind Jewels ; the wiſe Caſtilian deſiring to ſee the Bot- 
oms of thoſe Wealthy Cheſts turned up; when it was 
done, made this Remark, Your Riches have no Roots, 
or grow, like thoſe my Maſter pofſeſſeth in the Indies. 


i o are all the boaſted Excellencies v7 wg by human 
„. MM iſcipline, more inanimate and dead than the artificial 
k. WF roduftions of Minerals, Metals and Stones. No tradi- 


onal Chymiſtry of Men, can ever revive a Soul * 
N ea 
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| dead to God. Perhaps, ſome. Theological Paracei 
Helmont, or Arabian Ifrigui, may, from the Aſhes i 
an Original Flower, raiſe the Fantaſtick Form of itz 

Balls mean the Colour and Contexture of the Lea 
ut none of them is able to beſtow the Vital Sap, t 
Seminal Juice, the Inward Virtue of the once proſpy 
ous and flouriſhing Vegetable. No Mortal can req, 

what Adam once deſtroyed. That Protoplaſt has ruin 

© | 1 
Well then ! Muſt we deſpair of Remedy ? Shall g 
decamp, and ſneakingly retire to Hell, becauſe we 
not take Heaven by Storm, nor undermine it ; nor hay 
recourſe to Sratagems ; nor bribe the Garriſon ; or mak 

_ a Party amongſt the Celeftial Burghers ? No, let us 

ther lie entrenched within ourſelves, till Heaven ful 
voluntarily open its Gates, and ſally forth in Love, . 
invite and lead us in. 5 <7, | 
Oh! thrice-happy Santone, thou haſt experiena 
what [ ſay. My Reſolution is to follow thee, by ſuf 
ing myſelf to be gradually abdicated from the Worl 
and from my own Will. Vouchſafe to inſtruct mei 
the Method, leſt Self. love miſguide me to my Ruu, 
In the mean while, repoſe thou in the Boſond 
God, which is the Bed-Chamber of Holy Souls. 


Paris, ½ of the gib Moon, 
of the Year 1670. 
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To the Selictar Aga, or Sword-Bearer, 10 th 

Shall entertain thee now with a Medley of Relation 
1 ſome containing News of the freſheſt Date, othe 
only informing thee of things done many Moons agj 
yet pleaſant enough in the Rehearſal, However, I beg 
of thee to accept this as a Teſtimony of my * uf 
| y . *'” Regul 
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gard; in that I have Abundance of Letters to write, 
any Friends to gratify, and cannot ſend rhe ſame 
atter to all. I am forced to parcel out my -Intelli- 
ice, and ſuit every Letter to the Genius and Station 
"y him whom I addreſs. Knowing therefore thy 


rticular [nclinations, I ſhall preſent thee with ſome- 
ing very agreebale. - 1 REES 3 
No doubt but thou art acquainted with the Chri/ftians 
rival, which is a Time of publick Joy, Licentiouſ- 
s and Sport. This Year the King and Queen of 
ance obſerved it with wonderful Magnificence. h 
Among their other Divertiſements ; they were pre - 
ted with a Play, wherein two Rival Princes, by an 
genious Emulation, ftrove to outvy each other in re- 
ling a Princeſs, equally beloved by both. The Re- 
eſentation was very fair, and full of Majeſty. On the 
ght Hand of the Theatre appeared Apollo in the Air, 
turning to his Heaven, after he had chaſed and routed 
the Cyc/ops, with the Serpent Pytbon. On the Left 
xs ſeen the ſame God on the Top of Parnaſſus, in the 
dſt of the Nine Muſes, ſcattering Flowers on the Arts 
ad Sciences, which were at the Foot of the Mountain. 
i. hen a Veil being drawn aſide, diſcovered a Sea, ſur- 
izingly natural and fine. In the midſt of which, the 
ods of many famous Rivers appeared ſeated on Rocks, 
th Tritons and Cupids ranged on each Side upon the 
acks of Dolphins. Then from above, amidſt the 
louds, King Holus appeared, laying his ſtrict Com- 
ands upon the Winds, that they immediately retire in- 
their Caverns, excepting only Zephyr, who, for his 
ft and gentle Breezes, was permitted to be preſent at 
is Feaſt, After which, came Neptune riding in his 
ockle Chariot, drawn by Four Sea-horſes, attended by 
Train of Gods that dwell within the Deep. | 
Immediately the Scenes changed into a Champain, re- 
reſenting the delicious Fields of Tempe ; where a moſt 
xcellent and agreeable Comedy was acted, to the Sa- 
Sfation of all the Court. I leave the Dances, Inter- 
des, and other Novelties, to thy Imagination. Aſſur- 
s thee, that all was Aſtoniſhing and Magnifick. 4 
3 | $7 at 
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But not to entertain thee longer with theſe en 
Trifles, I ſhall now acquaint thee with ſomething | 
Importance; which is a Peace concluded between ts; 

King and the State of Agiers. On the 29 of the 
Moon, the Count de Guick, brought the Articles of 
Treaty to the King, from the Hands of the Marquis 

Martel, Lieutenant-General of the French Fleet in 
Mediterranean. | | 

If thou wouldeſt know the Particulars of this Agr 
ment, read the incloſed Paper: As for Matter of Pa 

all the French Slaves at Alziers, were immediately n 

. leaſed upon the Signing and Sealing the Treaty, a 

delivered up to the French Commander: with fon 
French Veſſels alſo which they had ſeized. And ſo di 
honourable are their Capitulations, that at the ſa 
Time they have yielded up a Ship of theirs, which th 
French had taken from them, for ever quitting i 
Claim to it. | „ 
In the Beginning of May, the King took his Joung 
to Flanders, to viſit his new Conqueſts there. Thisp 
his Enemies into a great Conſternation, fearing thath 
had ſome Deſign upon them. They began to beupa 
their Guard, and prepare for a ſudden Surprize. Bu 
the King perceiving their Alarm by his Spies, ſenttha 

Aſſurance on his Royal Word, that he would do then 

no Violence at this Time. : . 

+ However, he ſoon after ſent the Mareſchal 4+ Cre 

into Lorrain, with a Force conſiderable enough to redut 

that Prince to Reaſon, who had not kept his Parols vil 

him in ſeveral Inſtances. The Effect of this Expeditiu 
was the reducing Ponta-Mouſon, Eßpinal, Chaſte, lu 
eu, and all the Principality of Lorrain to the Fra 
King's Obedience So that the poor Duke is forced t 
ſeek his Refuge in foreign Courts. X 
Noble Aga, this Duke is not to be pitied, being ve} 
ungrateful, and a perfect Madman. He owes his Li 
berty and Life to the King of France, yet could not fot 
bear plotting againſt him. Now he is deſervedly chafih 
ed for his Folly. So may all thoſe ſuffer, who abul 
their Benefactors. But upon the Benign and Good, my 
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Favours of Heaven reſt till the Splitting of all 
aings. : ; 5 


js 13th of the t Moon, 
of the Year, 1670. . 


LETTER: VI 


0 Ifouf, his Kinſman, a Merchant at 
; Aſtracan. b : 


Received thy Letter, and.peruſed it with much 
Complacency, finding thy Sentiments very agreea- 
e to Reaſon. Yet give me leave to warn thee of an 
xceſs which thou art running into. For 1 have had 
xperience of its ill Conſequence. V 
Thy Loſſes have made thee melancholy, and the frau- 
nlent Dealing of thy Correſpondents, Factors and ſu 
ſed Friends has taught thee to declaim againſt Friend - 
lip, Men and Buſineſs; And not only ſo, but it ſeems 
jou haſt taken a Reſolution to abandon all worldly Af- 
urs, Pleaſures and Engagements whatſoever ; and turn 
aquir, Eremit, or Derwich at leaſt. For thou art diſ- 
__y human Society, and weary of all Things but 
olitude. | T 
I muſt confeſs, 1/ouf, theſe are very genero us Thoughts, 
Ind pious Reibe, me they are not eafily put in Prac- 
ice. They are Undertakings fit only for perfect Saints, 
Men of unblemiſhed Lives, and free from all Sorts of 
ice; Perſons who have a Stock of Temperance, Cha- 
ity, Prudence, Juſtice, Fortitude, Patience, Humility, 
Ind all the other Virtues; a Fund of Magnanimity, 
wich can never be exhauſted by any Temptation, Dif- 
iculties or Perils, that uſually aſſault and environ ſuch 
s enter into ſo auſtere a Courſe of Life. 55 7 5 þ 
Wilt thou be able to endure the unrelenting, rigid 
ald of Winter in the Deſart, where there are no Chim- 
deys, Hearths, or Stoves, or any other Method of keep- 
b 135 ing 


ing Fire to warm thee by ? Canſt thou ſuſtain the n 
| ing Maſs of Boreus at that Seafon, or che killing Tex 
Pe of North Eaftern Winds, which blow from far, x 
I the Air, the Earth and Sea, with  baneful Mi 
Froſts, Ice, Snow, Sleet and other chilling Mete 
out of their Eternal Magazines within the 4r&ich (x 
cle, which Ovid calls the Frigid Zone. 
There are many other Extremeties to which a Maj 
_— in ſuch a ſolitary State. Nor wilt thou beg 
liable tg Inconveniencies and Hardſhips, if thou ſhould 
ramble as a Faguir up and down the World. 'My 
leſs couldſt thou endure the ſad/Reftraints'and Moni 
cations of a Convent. Thou wouldſt hardly live d 
thy Nowitiate with Patience. It goes againſt the Gray 
of Nature to obey another's Will, in every trifling M. 
ter that he commands. Thou muſt not eat or drink, by 
th wy rt ſet the Place, the Time, and Mann: 
f thy Diet; which will be irkſome to thy free-ban 
Soul. And then thou muſt forſake thy amorous Ply 
fures forever; forſwearing alſo the very Thought 
Money, or of being rich. I tell thee, thou muſt reſo 
to become a religious Drone, fit for nothing but to mu 
ble over thy Beads, or turn the ſuperſtitious Round, ti 
thou art giddy, or dance an Hour together to the My 
fick of a thouſand Hes's and Hei's hoarſly croaked of 
in frantick Tones by thee, and all thy Brethren Dr 
_ wiches, till ye are ſick, and foam at the Mouth: Then you 
Devotions are-thought meritorious. Canſt thou dige 
theſe ſacred Fooleries? Or 3 this to be a rationd 
Service of the Divinity, as fome will plead ; who {, 
we ought to employ each Member, and all our Fact- 
ties, in praifing him that made them; yet canſt th 
- 10 -onfinement all thy Days, to this Religion 
I tell thee, J/ouf, J have been often tempted in tit 
Manner, to forſake the Su/tan's Service, with all otbe 
Engagements of the World, and throw myſelf into4 
Convent, or ſpend the Reſidue of my voy in ſome ob l 
" ſcure and ſolitary Corner of a Deſart ; Yet I found vill > 
length, that this was nothing but Deluſion, and de 
fubtle Sophiſtry of that malicious Dzmon, who my 


. 
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ben lan his Happineſs. It is he that whiſpers Arguments 


Tu Diſcontent and Murmuring into our Souls, watching 
ar, Opportunities when any thing gives us exquiſite 


ain or Grief, to drive us to Deſpair. 
80 have I ſometimes A ee under an intolerable 
Inguiſh of Mind, beſides the fretting Maladies of 
lein and Blood, with outward Croſſes in my Fortune. 
hen have I wiſhed myſelf in ſome dark Cavern of 
de Earth, or on the ſolitary Top of Teneriff, where I 
ould converſe with none but Spirits and Demons dwell- 
g above the Clouds. Or elſe I coveted the melan- 
holy Retirements of the Iybian Deſart, which affords 
o other Society than that of Lyons, Tygers, Dragons, and 
ther Beaſts of Prey. 1 | 1 
When theſe Wiſhes have appeared too extravagant 
nd wild, I then retrenched my Thoughts, and pitched 
pon ſome other manner of Life, equally promiſing 
omfort, yet leſs threatning and dangerous. I gave my- 
lf up wholly to Prayer and Faſting for a while, chink 2 
1g to hold out thus for ever. So ſenſible a Pleaſure 
tends theſe Exerciſes, that at certain Moments a Man is 
Rapture, Eeſtacy and I know not what. He is a 
o think himſelf in ſome new World. A ſacred Pride 
veſts his Soul, He ſeems all Majeſty within; an in- 
eparable Companion of the Immortals, and the darl- 
rg Friend of God. Whereas all this reſults but from 
he Ventilation of his Blood by vocal Oraiſons ; and is 


no more than a mere natural Operation, whereby his 
u Lungs are artificially breathed, and gently forced to 
½liſembogue their over-heated Airs, their thick caligi- 
u-pous V apours, which fill the Heart, and all the reſt of 
iche Vitals with Seeds of Melancholy, Fear, Suſpicion, 


Grief, and other doleful Paſſions. 4-5 
But mark the Zealot, when his Prayers are over, his 


VF aft is done, and all his fervent pious Diſcipline is ac- 
ict i compliſhed : how like a Hypocrite he looks and acts? 


How formal is his Carriage; or at leaſt, how-vain and 


bent? He either heaves out fulſome hypocondriack 
5 vighs, with ſupercilious Looks, and Chaps ſet 1 
a 5 8 8 | A — 
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the Furrows of a ſowre-faced Haagi; or elſe he is tickly 
Into a loud ungovernable Laughter, and all his Carriag 
is ridiculous and wanton. Either his Hunger, Thir 
and Faintneſs, the uſual Effect of ſuch exceſſive Dew 
tion, makes him peeviſh, cholerick, and unmortified, 

or elſe he is as apiſh as a Cat. 1 
Human Nature cannot abide long in the ſame Hy. 
mour ; and thoſe that ſeem to be always even-tempere 
People, like the Caſpain Sea without Ebb or Flow, ar 
only Counterfeits and Politicians. There is an Arty 
conceal one's Paſſions, but there is none that can anti. 
hilate them. We change from one Affection, Appetit 
and Deſire to another, Our Inclinations circulate wit 
our Blood. They are transformed each Minute, Hou 
and Day; they vary like the Wind and Weathe, 
Therefore never think of taking an eternal Pleaſure t 
Diſtaſte in any thing here below. Prayer is good init 
Torn, I mean the vocal Aſpirations. So are Faſting 
Abſtinence, and other Religious Severities, but if al 
Men ſhould be perpetually at theſe Exerciſes, God int 
little Time would have but few Adorers on Earth. The 
Ground muſt be left untilled ; the Fields would quickly 
bring forth crops of Briars and Weeds, inſtead of Con, 
The Gardens then muſt turn to Wilderneſſes. There 
would be then no need of Millers, Bakers, and theo- 
ther Trades, whoſe Livelihood depends upon the Hul- 
bandman. And ſo for want of proper Suſtenance, 
Mankind muſt quickly periſh. 5 | 
I do not argue againſt thoſe who ſeem to be conſtella- 
ted to a ſolitary Lite ; or by ſome ſpecial Grace of God, 
are ſtrengthened to endure the conſtant Hardſhips of 
an Hermitage: Such as the illuſtrious and great f. 
hammed of Mount Uriel in Arabia, who is our holy Pro- 
pbet's Tenant and Succeſſor, in the Cave of Wonarr. 
Such alſo is Iich Rend Hu, the celebrated Bramin of Ca- 
chemire in India, who lives on the Top of an high 
Mountain ; is a hundred and twenty three Years old: 
foretels Things to come, reſolves all Doubts, gives in- 
fallible Counſel, heals divers Diſeaſes, _ s mou 
| kacles; 
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Miracles ; and in fine, fays and does all Things by a 
pirit worthy of Admiration. | 1 
The Mountain whereon this Philoſopher or Prophet 
wells, ſeems to be the Land. mars between Summer and 
inter,» For one Side of it is always covered with 
ow, the other with Bloſſoms, Flowers, Herbage and 
mits. This overlooking a ſpacious Valley, which 
hey call the Paradiſe of the Eaft ; that affording a Pro- 
pet little more agreeable or fair, than what the Poets 
peak of the Raphæan Hill. | 
Ich Rend Hu has his Habitation in a Cave or Grot, 
vhich paſſes through the Rock, as Virgil's does near 
Naples in Italy, which thou haſt ſeen. 
In this myſterious Station, he appears like Solus, 
ord of the Weather: For it is certain, he commands 
e Winds to blow or ceaſe at the leaſt Word, within the 
erge of his accuſtomed Walks, If any Perſon dare 
rofane the Silence of the Place with Words, or other 
uder Noiſe : they are immediately ſurprized with 
ireadful Storms of Thunder, 1 Wind, and 
Rain; ſuch as ſeem to threaten the Diſſolution of all 
Things: Which makes all Men in thoſe Parts hold 
Ih Rend Hu in great Veneration. He is the only Ora- 
le of the Indies. They reſort to him from the neigh- 
ouring Provinces and Kingdoms, in all their Difficul- 
ies. The Grandees of Per/ia, Tibet, and Cathay, ſend 


o him honourable Preſents, deſiring his Counſel in 


latters of Peace and War. Nay, they make devout 
ilprimages to him from the Kingdoms of Tunguin and 

ina. He is the Apollo of the Eaſt. . 
ſuf it would be ſome Encouragement for thee and 
me to embrace a ſolitary Life, if we might ever hope to 
attain ſuch wonderful Perfections. But, as we have hi- 
terto lived in the World, and ſtained ourſelves with the 
ommon V ices of Mortals, we cannot preſume to merit 
teſe extraordinary Favours: Our old Habits are root- 
d in us; and if we have Time and Strength to plant 
ew ones in their Read, yet they will not grow up to 
| 5 _ «Maturity, 


we? 
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io Maturity, but with many Years : For, believe w 
=_ Couſin, no body becomes a Devil or a Saint all at ong 


| Paris, 6th of the 11th Moon, 
of the Year 1670. 
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LETTER VII. : 
Totte Chaiux Baſſa, i 


2M 1 T appears, That the King of France's Fortunen 
IJ only procures him conſtant Victories and Trium 
in Europe, but ſuch a Renown and Character in forei 
Countries, as ſtimulates the moſt remote Princes, ax 
puiſſant Monarchs of the Earth, to court his Allian 
and Friendſhip. - „„ 
Here is at this preſent, an Ambaſſador come fm 
the Coaſts of Guinea in 4fich, being ſent by the Nin 
of Arder, one of the greateſt Sovereigns in thoſe Pat 
poſſeſſing an abſolute and uncontroulable Authority 
ver his Subjects, as the GrandSignior does over the fait 
ful O/mans. But we will not compare the narrow Llp? 
mits of his Dominion with the vaſt and unbounded eig 
tent of the My/ulman Empire, the Inheritance of ou 
ſublime Sultan, the Lord of the Globe at large. Sufic 
it, that this Black Prince is a wiſe Man, deſcended of 
Race of Sages ; and, that Policy of State is as natur 
to him, as common Craft or Cunning to the meaneſ i 
the Vulgar. He knows how to make War or Peace en 
broad, and to keep his Subjects in awe at home. 
> * Surelythere is a Force and Charm in the Derivati 
Blood of heroick and wiſe Anceſtors, which ſecretly in 
ſpires their Off-ſpring with Maxims and Principles 
greeable to the Inclinatiens, Aims, and Purpoſe: . 
the Family from whence they deſcend. And v here iti t li 
experienced otherwiſe, it may be ſuppoſed that Chang 
of Climate, unhappy Marriages, or ſome over-rulinþ 
Misfortunes in the World, have cauſed the Dela ee, 
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ſo ſome noble Vegetables of Ala, and other Quar- 
;of the Earth, lying near the Sun, will not proſper, 
ce tranſplanted into the cold and barren Soils of 
thern Europe. Thus Poverty, Diſgrace, and other 
iet Circumſtances, chill: the greateſt Spirits, and 
il their. Growth. Yet there is an e 
ſome Natures, which with. Evenneſs ſupports the 
okes of Fortunes, and puſhes: through all Difficulties 
attain its End. ; | 

$0. this great African King, informing himſelf. not 
y by French Veſſels trading in his Ports, but alſo by 
jer Ships of Chriſtendom, of the Grandeur of the 
ch Kipg, his Wealth and Puiſſance by Sea and 
en ad, wich the vaſt Intereſt and Traffick he has in both 
Indies, thought it high time to ſeek his Friendſhip, 
rel oſe Epmity would, in all Probability, be very fatal 
„ bim: For he had heard of his Conqueſts far and 
id de. It is no matter, whether by Valour or good 
du, we make ourſelves happy. One is as lauda- 
25 the other, in the unequal War we are engaged in 
th Fate, Providence, and Chance; with Angels, 
or, and Devils; with Heaven, Earth, and Hell, 
[ ſpeak this in reference to the celebrated Proweſs, 
agnanimity, Riches, and Strength of this Negro King, 
„Ii need not yield to the King of Benin, his next 
In eichbour, and the moſt potent of all the South. aveſfern 
ntime Princes of Africt, nor to any of his other 
eighbours beſides; yet could not think himſelf ſafe, 
be at reſt, till he had ſent his Embaſſy to the King 
France, offering his Lands, his Havens, his Seas, 
eſt0 IE was within his Juriſdiction, to this great 
onarch, | | | 

The Addreſs which his Ambaſſador made to the French . 
ng deſerves Remark. For after the uſual Obeiſances 
the Foot of the Throne, he went up Three Steps, and 
es en proftrating himſelf three times on his Face and 
es el, he clapped his Hands in token of Reverence, and 
bis Fingers on his Eyes, to ſhew that he was not 
angie to behold the Luftre of ſo much Majeſty. This is 
e French Interpretation of his Carriage: But I tell 
ne, it was rather deſigned as a Precedent to the French 
| Ambaſſadors 


l 


Ones 
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Ambaſſadors, if any ſhould be ſent to Guinea, vu 
it is the Cuſtom of the Country for all Foreign My 
fters, to obſerve the ſame Ceremonies to the King 
Arder, and other Princes his Neighbours. 
Theſe Europeans, becauſe they firſt found out the 
of Navigation, or at leaſt, firſt improved it to the 
covery of many remote Countries, value themſch 
too high; imagining, that all the Nations, formt 
unknown, are Fools; and know not themſelves 2 
their own Strength. They thought it was impoſſh| 
find in Africh or America, Empires, Kingdoms, y 
Commonwealths, as ſtrong and well-governed, as th 
in the Hermitage of Japhet: But it is a damned M. 
take. For the moſt High is impartial in the Diſib 
tion of his Giſts and Favours: Thoſe deſpicable Bla 
whom all the Princes and Nobles of Europe and | 
buy as Slaves, being born of the Vulgar, are never 
leſs come out of Regions, where Power, Riches, a 
Wiſdom, are as much in their Zenith, as in theſe J. 
tern Countries. 0 
They are all outwardly Fleſh and Blood, as we He 
notwithſtanding the Contrariety of our Colours. A 
as for their Souls, they are even juſt as capable. 
Knowledge and Ignorance, Reaſon and Folly, Vicea 
Virtue, Piety and Prophaneneſs, Superſtition and AP © 
theiſm, as we are, who pretend to be Lords of i 
World, and all Things. | 5 
May thou and I practice Moderation, and not ct 
temn any of human Race, though they be the Cle 
of Maſambique. But let us always Remember the d 
Turkiſh Proverb, That it is not good or ſafe to pein 
Mockery behind the Grand Signior's Back, Adiey. 


il 


Paris, 3d of the 12th Moon, 
of the Year 1670. 
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LET TU um. 
il Mahommed, the Tlluftrious Solitary of 


ie l Mount Uriel in Arabia, 
nſeh | . 
rmen 


HE grand Root of the common Injuſtice which 

Men are guilty of, in reference to the Beaſts, 
ind of the Intemperance with which they corrupt 
hemſelves, I perceive is a falfe Principle whieh they 
ie, eſtabliſhed, denying the Capacity and Uſe of 
Reaſon to all Living Creatures but themſelves. 

This Error was firſt publickly maintained by the 
Prripateticks, Stoicks, and Epicureans; and afterwards | 
yy Claudius of Naples, out of a particular Averſion 
hey had for the Doctrines of Fythagoras and Empedo- 
ks, two famous Patrons of Abſtinence. 5 
Heraclitus Ponticus undertook to explain the Senti- 
nents of the former Ses; and Hermachus thoſe of 
he latter. But both of them ſeem to confide more in 
he little Tricks and Arts of Sophiſtry, than to uſe true 
Reaſon. For at the firſt Eſſay of their Skill, they ftrive 
p caſt a Miſt in the Reader's Eyes, by dividing the 
enerations of Living Creatures, into ſuch as want it. 
hereas thou knoweſt it is an indubitable Maxim in 
e Eaftern Philoſophy, that every Thing which par- 
kes of Senſe, has alſo Reaſon. For it is the Mind 
lone which ſees, hears, Cc. the Body of itſelf being 
leaf, blind, and void of Senſe. It is evident there- 
ore, that ſince the Beaſts do ſee, hear and perform all 
ther Actions of Senſe, they have alſo what the Greeks 
all vows, or the Mind, in them, which is the very 
deminary, or native Seat of Reaſon. e 
t is true, indeed, we cannot affirm, that they poſſeſs 


quired by Diſcipline, which the Generality of the 
rutes want. They have no Colleges or Schools, where 
be Arts and Sciences are profeſſed and taught by 


Vok. VII. Rules. 


Reaſon ſo perfect as ours; ſince that Perfection is : 
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Rules. Nature is their only School-Miſtreſs, and the 
learn her Inſtructions with abundance of Promyty, 
and Sagacity. They are educated in the open | 
ments, as in an Academy, or Univerſity founded 
the Creator of all Things; where every Thing th 
encounter, ſerves as a Book to teach them all d 
Knowledge which is neceſſary to their Well-being, 
Earth. And they need no more. 

It is manifeſt alſo, that ſome Species and Individ 
are more capable of learning what is taught them th; 
Others : Even as we diſcern the ſame Difference amon 
the various Nations, Families, and Perſons of Me 

But we do not uſe to ſay of inanimate Things, that ti 
Piece of Wood is more apt to learn than another: 
Q2 bog is more tractable and docile than a Hog: 

of immoveable Things, that This is flower ti 
That: Nor of Things which want Senſe, that a St 
is duller of Apprehenſion than a Piece of Iron. 
could we not probably affirm of Animals; that a 
is more crafty and ſagacious than another; more pn 
vident, chaſte, temperate, cleanly, and the like Fit" 
thets ; if they were not by Nature capable of Kno 
ledge and Virtue. And yet we daily ſee all tf et 
true, in comparing one Species of Living Creat 
with another; nay, and one Individual of the fa 
Kind with ſome of its Fellows. Dn 

When Antipater accuſed Aſſes and Hogs of Nil 

neſs, he did not conſider how accurately nice and cut 
ous the Lynxes and Cats are, which with ſo much] 
ligence and Care hide their Excrements, that they 

never be ſeen or ſmelt again. So the Swallows te 1 

their Young to mute over the Brims of the Neſt. 4 
which are Arguments of their Prudence and Diſc 

tion. Doubtleſs, every Animal has its peculiar G 

and Excellence. One is more quick ſighted than! 

other; this has better Ears than that; a Third | 1. 

paſſes in the Goodneſs of his Smell, or the Swiftne iſ 

his Feet. Let not vain Man therefore boaſt and ini 
as if he were the ſole Engroſſer of all Wiſdom and 

tue; ſince the Beaſts of the Field, the Birds of! 

Air, the Fiſh of the Sea, with all the * 

epi 


— 


we 
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eptiles, Inſects, and whatſoever is endued with Life 
nd Senſe, poſſeſs their Shares as well as he. : 
[t is manifeſt alſo, that there are various Principles 
Folly, Injuſtice, and all manner of Ignorance, Error, 
id Vice in human Nature, equal to what we can poſ- 
bly find in the reſt of the Animals, whom we ſo much 
eſpiſe. And it is a Queſtion, Whether even the very 
ea · Horſe, who murders his Father, and for that Rea- 
n was by the antient Egyptians made the Hierogly- 
lick of Impiety; may not juſtly exchange his Cha- 
acter with ſome of human Race, who made their Pa- 
nts the continual Martyrs to their Ambition, Pride, 
nvy, Avarice, and other Vices. TN 
I would fain know, Whether any Man would not 
ake it ill, to be told he is Blind and Deaf, becauſe 
e cannot See and hear ſo quick as ſome of the Beaſts ? 
Ir, that he is a Cripple, becauſe he cannot out-run a 
ut? Certainly, a ſtrong Man deſerves that Charac- 
r, tho he cannot pretend to match the Strength of a 
amel, or an Elephant. And ſhall we then ſay, that 
be Beaſts have no Reaſon or Virtue, becauſe they can- 
ot diſcover thoſe Qualities' ſo artificially as Men? 
Beſides, do not all Privations ſuppoſe ſome Habits ? 
Ind is not Madneſs a Privation of the Habits of Rea- 
on and Prudence? If therefore Dogs, Bulls, Foxes, 
d other Animals, are known to be ſometimes mad, 
da all we think it leſs fit to ſay of them, that they are 
t of their Minds, or Wits, than to affirm the fame of 
len? And if Compos, or Non Compos Mentis, are pro- 
er. Expreſſions of any Beaſts, when it is ſober, or 
ad; who, that is not deprived of Reaſon himſelf, can 
eny, that they have the Poſſeſſion of that Faculty by 
ature as well as he? | | 1 
As oft as I trouble thee with Letters on this Subject, 
ou mayeſt conclude, I am newly awakened to a Senſe 
f my Error: in not religiouſly obſerving the Sacred. 
/1tution of Ahſtinence; which ought to be the Natural 
onſequence of theſe Thoughts : For, in a word, if it 
of RE lawful to kill the Animals for the ſake of Food, I 
o Mink we may as well _ Cannibals, and eat the F * 
EE 2 o 


— IM; 


6 
{ 


tions of the Genius, which poſſeſſes that Holy Care: 
leave thee to the ſacred Whiſpers of Winds from 54 
and to the Sweets of an innocent Solitude, which 1 
mits no other Society than that of Angels, or Bea, 


Paris, 26th of the 2d Moon, 3 


Speed poſſible, and to viſit Naples, Genoa, Rome, f. 


Tay: In fine, that thou art not to make a long Re 
dence, or take up thy Abode any where; but after t 
Manner of a Traveller to be always in a moving . 
ture from Place to Place, from one Province and Pri 


mate of the Strength and Riches of each State throy 
which thou ſhalt paſs : That thou mayeſt dive n 
their Counſels, obſerve their Motions, watch their [ 
ſigns, and tranſmit thy Remarks to the Minifter: oft 
Auguſt Diwan, the Myſterious Cabinet of the Ear 


148 LETTER Mrit y Val u. 
of our purchaſed Slaves, or of our Captive Eneni 
over whom we have, by the Law of Nations, an eq 
Right as to their Life and Death, as over our Beatz 

Abſtemious Sage, I leave thee to the Divine Inſp 


> 


of the Year 1671. 


1 * 


To Zeidi Alamanzi, a Merchant at Venice 


T Received thy laſt Diſpatch which informs me, t 
thou art commanded to remove from Venice with 


dua, Milan, Florence, with the other chief Cities 


cipality to another; that thou mayeſt take a juſt bl 


Great Sovereign. | ERR 5 
There may be leſs of Profit in ſuch a Peregrinati Merve 


for the preſent, than in thy conſtant Reſidence at ioo!: 
nice, where thou art eſtabliſhed in a : ſettled Way No 
Mercbaudixe. But thou wilt find abundance more e 
ſure: And if thou acquitteſt thy ſelf ſucceſsfully, cu 
| Grand Signior will reward thy Merit. Beſides, . mo 
mayeſt meet with a thoufand Opportunities of r gu. 


ol. VII. 4 Ser at Parts. © 149 


x, even in thy Travels. An active and diligent Spi- 
cannot fail of Means to advance its own Intereſt in 
y Part of the World; and thou doſt not want a Stock 


a Money to ſupport thy honeſt Undertakings. 0 
ve: Thou wilt meet with a new Sort of Taliaus, where- 
er thon felt ſet thy Foot : That People being 
h rangely mixed, and deſcending from ſeveral Nations. 


rery City has a different Genius; which is ſo re- 
arkable and conſpicuous, that they have all got pe- 
liar Fpithets : As Rome the Holy, Naples the Genteel, 
rence the Fair, Bolonia the Fat, Milan the Large, 
rrara the Civil, Bergamo the SubHe, Genoa the Proud, 
adua the Strong, Siena the Studious, Mantua the 
hrious, Lucca the Induſtrious, Ravenna the Mild, Ca- 
a the Amorous, Urbin the Loyal, Verona the Worthy, 
rſcia the Fortified,' Friuli the Wanton, Rimini the 
ao; and ſo of the reft. 5 5 
Beware of contracting Friendſhip with any Haliam: 
Ind if thou doſt engage, be cautious how thou giveſt 
juſt Offence. Thoa can'ſt not be too tender in this: 
oint : For, as the Italians are very conſtant where 
ies icy have once pitched their Affection, ſo are they in- 
orable in their Revenge, where they apprehend their 
ove abuſed ; and they are the moſt jealous People in 
de World. If thou haſt made two falſe Steps, never 
ek to repair thy Faults by After-ſubmiihons, but 
For thou haſt wounded his Soul, and he will ne- 
r pardon thee, or let thee live to be guilty of another 
front. They have a common Maxim in this Caſe, 
He that wrongs me Twice, it is his Fault; but if L. 
let him injure me the third Time, the Blame is my 


% 


own”, 5 

The wiſeſt Courſe is to be civil and modeſtly re- 
ed; not to be too frank and open in Diſcourſe, or 
doſe in Carriage. For this lays a Man naked, and 
1 poſes him to the Contempt and Cenſure of ſuch as 
He more compoſed and recollected; and this is the 
„ cular Character of the Irallans, That they think 
, ty more than they ſpeak, and are many Times diſ- 
N guſted at the Perſon on whom they ſmile. 


1 4 


nati 
at / 
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When thou art on the Roads in Apulia and Canyy 
nia, when thou beholdeſt the Beauties of that luxuriay 
Soil, and thy Smell is raviſned with the fragrant 0. 
dours of the Hedges, adjoining Groves; think on B. 
zium, Paradiſe, or whatſoever Place Nature has made 
delightful; and ſay, I muſt: be in this Country, or i 
ſome Region very like it. 

As thou ſojourneſt at Naples, remember with whit 
Pleaſure Virgil paſſed away his Time there. It wy 


in that happy Air, that Horace penned his admirable H 
Poems. There Livy wrote the Roman Hiftory, ad 
Seneca his Morals. From thence we have the Vir 


of Statins, Claudian, Laurentius Valla, and many other iſ" 
Learned Writers. | LD SE 85 
Forget not when thou art at Genoa, the former Gb. 
ry of that Commonwealth ; how once ſhe did poſſeſs d. M 
' dinia, Cyprus, Leſbos, Chaos, and did extend her Conquets ho 
to Peru near Conſtantinople : How ſhe entered the Blut WW 
Sea, planted a Colony of Genoe/e at Caffa, and ſtretched Gl 
her Dominion to the River Tana s 
Thou wilt find Matter of Contemplation in Piſa 
Milan, Padua, it would be a kind of Sacrilege not to the 


caſt back thy Eyes, and view her antient Glory, when 10 
ſhe was the Miſtreſs of the World; when ſhe had three | 
Millions of Men within her Walls, and a hundred if 4 
and fifty Millions of Gold in yearly Revenue : When Pla 
ſhe kept in conſtant Pay, at home and abroad, fx Wſ"* 
hundred five and forty thouſand Men. Her Foreign de 
Conqueits may be numbered by her Domeſtick Tt: of 
umphs, which from Romulus her Founder, to Auguftur "x 


Cæſar, were not leſs than three hundred. Julius Ge: 

ſar augmented the Publick Treaſury with forty Millions of 
of Gold. In the Reign of Aurelianus, this City was fifty 
Miles in Compaſs, and the Number of her Inhabitants 
increaſed to four Millions: And they were prodigi- q 
ouſly enriched with the Spoils of their Enemies. 9:- _ 
neca, when he died, left ſeven Millions and five hun- & 
dred thouſand Crowns behind him. Claudius Jſidorus 
though much exhauſted by the Civil Wars, yet | p 


Four thouſand one hundred and ſeventeen Slaves, 
ng on 1 85 three Pra) 


bree thouſand and ſixty Yoke of Oxen ; and of other 


2 were commonly kept in Rome five hundred Gladiators, 
a. a thouſand Bears, and a hundred Lions. There were 


always five hundred Men employed in looking after 
the Aquedudts, and Baths of Rome. | : 
When Cynias the Ambaſſador of Pyrrhus, had viewed 


" the City round, and was aſked what he thought of Rome ; 
ble He anſwered, I think all Rome is but One Temple; 
and (for there were above four hundred in the City) Her 


Senate is an Aſſembly of Kings; She is the Beauty of 
the whole Earth : The Flower of Mankind dæuell within 
her Walls. | | 


fons of the Goths and Vandal, the Lombards, . Huns, 
and other Barbarous Nations of the North, Rome's 
Glory is eclipſed, her Honour laid in the Duſt. Where- 
25 before, ſhe lifted up her ſtately Creſt, on ſeven high 


il Hills, now ſhe is fain to ſtoop, being humbly ſeated in 
"to BY the Plain of Campus Martius: being not by a fifth Part 
on BY ſo large as formerly, nor yet ſo populous. . 

1 All over /taly, thou wilt meet with Reliques of the 

red BY Irtient Roman Majeſty and Greatneſs. And, in ſome 

gen Places, thou mayeſt encounter Perſons of great Ex- 

ix WY ation, but very poor, who may not unfitly be called 

91 the Ruins of Antient Nobility : Such as the Marquiſſes 


rerty. Such alſo were the Counts of Lufigniani, Three 


Figs to keep them from ſtarving. And many Lalian 
Lords get their Livelihoods by ſelling of Priſans, Li- 
monades, Eſſences, Powders, other Refreſhments to 


l- 
| the Gentry. Vet they are(proud, and when any one 
u- Addreſſes to them, he muſt entitle them, Me Excel- 


int, Moft Illuſtrious, or elſe they 


fronted, | 


ill frown, and be af- 


pray Heaven give thee an Eſtate anſwerable to the 
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attle two hundred and fifty ſeven thouſand. There 


Zeidi, This was the State, this the Grandeur and 
Magnificence of Pagan Rome. But ſince the Incur- 


of Czva, the Earls of Piacenxa, and the Knights of Bo- 
hena, who are become the Proverb of Illuftrious Po- 


of whom were once ſeen upon a Fig-Tree, eating the 


Zeidi, if ever it be thy Fortune to be made a Lord I 


H 4 Title: 
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"Title : For a Lord without Riches, is like a Soldier with. 
out Arms, very ridiculous. 


Paris, 15th of the 4ub Moon, 
Tube Tear 1671. 


LETTER X. 
T0 Degnet Oglou. 


, oo. 5 wt... a rr .. _ 


THIS Day ſomething has happened to me very 
1  prodigions, and 1 know not what to make of it. 
About the Hour of Quindinamaſi, I was ſuddenly tak. 
en with ſtrange Fits of Vomiting: My Stomach was 
in a Prodigal, or rather a Pholoſophical Humour ; re- 
ſolving to caſt off all the Superfluities, and only retain 
what was neceſlary to its Eaſe and Welfare in this Life, 
I laboured under a Thouſand Horrid Agonies, which 
made me fear, that either an /mpoſthume was the Cauſe 
of ſuch violent Conwulfons; or at leaſt, that they 
would end in opening the inward Sluices of my Blood, 
by too much forcing of the Pe&#oral Veins. 

Whilſt I was buffed thus with ſad Preſages of a ſud- n 
den Death (for I dread to be ſo unawares thruſt out of lr 
the World,) I longed and paſſionately languiſhed for an D 


2 . . > S. + ty. ' 
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Arabiam Orange. | Oe | C 
It happened at the ſame Time, my Mother Ouchu- no 
michie, Daria and Eliachim the Few, were with me in tre 


my Chamber, and had been there an Hour. They all Ml vi 
ſtood at the Window to fee a Proceſſion that was going ch 
by. But when they heard the ſtraining Noiſe I made, Wl 
immediately they ran to my Bed fide, as Human Ma- up 
ture, Curiofity, or Paſſion, uſes to prompt in ſuch like Wl 


-aſes. | | 85 
With a faint broken Voice, I told them what I wifn- . T. 
ed for; Eliachim forthwith gives Order to his Boy that Wl be 
Waited in an Anti-Chamber, to run with ſpeed, and buy Bi ny 
the beſt Arabian Oranges he could find. Tie wa 


— 


Vol. VIE 4 SPY PARIS. 163 
The arch young Lad was gone full Thirteen Minutes 
by my Watch, and then returned with half a Dozen 
Oranges of Spain (for he could get no other.) But 
Heaven,” as I have reaſon to think, ſupplied his' Negli- 
came with that ſozure crabbed Fruit, Daria ſpied an 
Orange of Arabia on the Table, gig: 
No Body knew from whence it came, or what kind 
hand had laid it there. They were all equal Witneſles, 
that there were no ſuch Thing upon the Table when 
they came to the Bed-ſide, nor a confiderable Time 
afterward : And when it was ſuggeſted that ſome of 


de Company had privately conveyed it hither, whilſt 
t, the reſt were looking another way; Eliachim with ſo- 


kmn Vows and Imprecations cleared himſelf; ſo did 
Daria, and my Mother. As for myſelf they were all 


e. ſenſible, it was impoſſible for me to do it, as I lay in 
in I my Bed. A general Aſtoniſſiment poſſeſſed us all; 
e. and the Women would needs have it to be a Miracle, 
c whilt I greedily eat the Delicious Fruit, not troubling 
ſe my Thoughts with making endleſs Scoratinies, or fo 


much as caring-which' way 
| had the Enjoyment of it. | 
Yet I ceaſed to be thus indifferent, when I perceived 
my Malady on a ſudden removed by eating of this vor 
 drous Orange. And whereas I had lain tor fix whole 


it came there, ſo long as 


n Days and Nights in a continual Faint and languiſhing 
| Condition, not able to get down a Morſel of Bread, 
u- WJ now my Spirits grew briſk and freſh ; I ſeemed like orie 
in 5 


ll Wi vived, my almoſt diſſipated Vigor rallied,” and I roſe 
ag chearfully to eat a hearty Supper. Theſe Things I muſt 


e, Wl confeſs, put me, as well as the reſt of the Company 
. "pon thinking. 6 | 
ke WY 1 tell thee, upon the ſtricteſt Examination poflible, I 
am very well ſatisfied, that there could be no Deſign or 
h- Trick in the Caſe : For if there were, no Body would 
at WY be guilty of ſo many repeated horrid Perjuries in de- 
ay wing it: But every one rather would have been for- 
wad to own themſelves the Inftraments of thus hap- 


pence, and unſucceſsful Mercating. For long before- hi 44> 


transformed, or in. another World. My Stomach re- 
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:- It cannot be done without, I know not. But it is ce. 


_ ' Prophets ; or in the Catalogue of Seints, for this ſtupen 
' - dous Occurrence. But I had other Thoughts of nj 


the Fore runner of ſome grand, but ſhort Affliction: 


divers Kinds of Adverſe Circumſtances : He will mh 
They hunt the conſcious /fidels from Dens and Caves 


from the Omnipotent. 3 | 
That which I have to do in this Caſe is to make 
ſpeedy Expiations for my paſt Security and Preſump 
tion, to repair the ruined Faſtneſſes of Virtue, and build 


| Guards ; and laſtly, to retire my ſe 
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Pily and unexpecte dly reſcuing. a poor ſick Man fron 7 
the very Jaws of Death: For I was juſt then ready we 
expire. | 15 e 
Whether there be a Magick in the, Strength of: 
Man's Fancy at ſuch Times; and that through the p. 
Intenſe Agitation of his exalted Spirits, he moves the. 
Soul of the Univerſe by Sympathy, to exert ſome of it 
hidden and uncommon Faculties, and gratify his ne. 
ceſſary Deſiros: Or whether there be an Order of. 0, 
Ficious Beings Inviſible about us, who have the Charge 
of Mortals committed to them, and are bound by the 
Laws of their concealed Kingdoms to aſſiſt us in Extre- 
mities, even to the Height of a ſeeming Miracle, wher 


* 


tain, any obſerving Man may take Notice of ſome ei. 
traordinary Paſſages in the Courſe of his Life, of which 
He can give no Rational Account, but muſt be force 
to put them on the Score of Præternatural Cauſes, Sud 
is our Ignorance of the Secret Operations of Nature. 
All the Company were ready to liſt me among the 


ſelf : For comparing this with ſome former Occur- 
rences of my Life, I preſently concluded, it wa 


And I ſo told them all. | 
I believe, my Dęnet, that God will hedge me in with 


upon me on a ſudden, like a Troop of Tartar Horle 
who ſwiftly ſpread themſelves all round the affrightel 
Country, and take Poſſeſſion of the Roads and Paſſes. 


and other lurking Places in the Woods and Mountain: ſon 
None can eſcape their Chaſtiſement and Revenge. 9 born 
my preſaging Soul foretels ſome fad ſurprizing Inroab 


new ones where they are wanting to keep 2 
into a moſt Pro, 


pol. VII. 2 Ser at PARIS: : 155 
ſound Humility, and Compliance with the Will of 
Co; which is the ſtrongeſt Fortreſs in Time of a Di- 
vine Invaſion. . 


Paris, 234 of the 6th Moon, 
of the Year 1671. 


bh 
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LETTER M. 


To Sephat Abercromil, Vanni Effendi, : 
Preacher to the Sultan. i 


HE Character and Fame of thy Exemplary Life, 
T and profound Doctrine, though ſtudiouſly conceal- 
ed and ſuppreſſed by thy ſelf, have yet made a forcible 
Eruption, and filled the Muſſulman Kingdoms with the 
fragrant Odour of thy incomparable Piety and- Virtue, 
Even theſe remote and Infidel Regions of the Veſ, are 
edified by thy ſacred Rules and Inſtitutions of a ſpiri- 
tual Life. The Nazarene Priefls and Doctors begin to 
harbour Emulations of thy San&ity, ſince they have 
ſeen no fairer Draught of true acceptable Religion, 
than what the Chaplains to the French Ambaſſadors at 
the Port have copied from thy Principles, and recom- 


mend to their Friends among the Clergy of France. In- 
ſomuch as Francis Malevella, a blind Ecclefiaftich, but 


hid Wan Agnus in the Sciences, has publickly eſpouſed thy 
ſſes. Theorems and Practices; having in Print now lately 
ves, undertaken the Patronage of a contemplative Life, 


ſo much inſiſted on by thee to which the College of Sor- 
bome have alſo given their Approbation. 

That Excellent Man, though he has loſt the Uſe of 
his Corporeal Eyes, yet has a Soul transform'd all over 
into Light, by which he clearly can ſurvey the vaſt 
myſterious Horizon of the Inviſible World, and pene- 
tate the moſt recluſe and hidden Secrets of Eternity: 
The Age is raviſhed with the Book he pabliſhed ; He 
has Ten Thouſand Proſclytes among the Roman W 

: x es + | an 


„n Spain. There is a Natural and J. 
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and Derwiches. None but the Fe/urts and Dominic 
—: bw” 5 

The former of theſe Orders is grown odious through: 

out Chriſtendom, for the Impious Do#rines they main. 
tain, and the Enormous Crimes they have committed: 

Being notorious Boutefeu's, Traitors, Hypocrites, and 
Secret Libertines. Their Colleges are eſteemed the 
Shops and Forges of Sedition, Faction, Publick Ani. 

moſities, Broils and Wars, with all the Miſchief that j 
done in Europe. The latter are not loved in France he. 
cauſe they are generally, choſen Officers of the yu. 

fiteon + Which inhuman Fudicature was firſt projetted 
by St. Dominick their Founder, in order to exterminate 


— 2 — RR” 


reconcileable Antipa hy between the French and $ju 
hiardt. They mutually abhor each others Cuſtom 
Laws, aud Humours: But above all, the Franc 
can never be reconciled to that Infernal Cot 
which tyrannizes over the Souls of Men, and puniſbes 
them for Thoughts. It is an equal Crime to ſpeak, or d 
to be ſilent; to pray or not; to go to Church, or ſy 
pt Home, provided you are rich. It is Wealth the 
ngquifitors aim at, not the pretended Safety and Del. 
verance of the Church from Enemies and Rebels. 
Therefore the Dominicans and Jeſuits being looked 
upon as Favourites and Patrons of the Inguiſition, and 
for that Reaſon hated by the French; in vain they a. 
Sued againſt Malewella's new reformed Model of Inte 
ior Religion, which is but a Tranſlation of the Origin 
. laid down by thee. Thy refined Sentiment 
are Prolifick, as the ſolar Beams, which by ineffable 
Increaſes, propagated themſelves without diminiig 
the IIluſtrious Fountain. Each bright and fertil Atom, 
by a miraculous Emanation begets another; they mul 
iply by admirable Progreſſive Iſſue and Expanſion 
from every Point of the refulgent Center, till eve) 
Iplengid Particle becomes a Ray of equal Length, and 
All together produce an entire Orb of Light. Thus thy 
ſerene Ideas of Religion dilate themſelves through th 
dark Side of the World, as faſt as they illuminate the 
che Muſulman Hemiſphere, The honeſter Sort of 1 1 
Hh S = | ran 
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Franks are already, by a Demi Metamorphoſis, grown half 
Mahometans, Capitulating with their Prepoſſe ſſions, Pre- 
ue: WY judices, and the Force of Education for the reſt. 
They go to Church, but not to babble over a Thou« 


ted, WY fand vain Tautologres, which are taught them by their 


au Pries, and to enſure their Memory, are printed in their 


th ! Pocket Manuals, or Books of Prayer: Nor do they 
An. number a long Series of the ſame repeated Orni/ore 
at « bon Peads, or uſe any other exterior Form of blind and 


be. lame Devotion: But with inward Recollection, Silence, 


Purity, and fervent Application of the Spirit, they ad- 
Ret BY dies themſelves to God; or rather by a certain gradual 
nate WY Paſiveneſs, Oblivion of outward Things, and 2 

themſelves, they prepare and fit their Soul for the De- 


Senſes, and made Retrenchments round the Centre of 
the Mind, to ſecure it from the laſt Invaſion and Af- 
fault of Mundane Objects; thither they retire; deſiring 
Death, rather than to take Quarter by a faint Cowar- 
dice, or timorous Apoſtacy and ſurrender tothe World. 


0 een, 5 

io Theſe People undergo at certain Times, ſtrange Pri- 

the WY neſſes, Deſertions, and Sterilities of Spirit, which are 
the Torments that compoſe the moſt ſevere. and painful 


Martyrdoms. A common Death, or any violent Diſ- 
ſolution of the Body, is but the Recreation, Sport, or 
Play of Nature, when compared with theſe tremendous, 
tragical and dark Annihilations of the Sul. A Man at 


a I is of the So 
ne. ſuch a Seaſon ſeems to be reduced to an Eternal Cata- 
ul fr:p54-. His Spirit deſcends, and is engulphed in the 


Abyſs of Hell; or Hell comes up to him, and yawning 
with its horrid Dragon's Jaws, murders the Son. with 
Baneful and Infernal Breath. Yet this they find to be 
the only near directed Way to Heawen. This is the 
Myſtick Fence, the Ditch, Baftion and Counterſcarp of 
Paradiſe., He that would ſcale the Wall, or enter by 


= Outworks. This is the * and narrow Bridge over 
bo Which each Soul muſt paſs, that would attain Immortal 
n Life. Moſes, . Feſus. Mabomet, and all the Meſſengers 


.-» _ {ſupreme 


vine Approaches : Thus having barricadoed up their 


the Gates of Eden, muſt firſt paſs through: theſe rerrible - © 


o Cod, have pointed at this as the only Way to our 
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ſupreme Felicity. Neither was it unknown to the Au. 
cient Poets and Philgſopbers among the Gentiles, O. 
pbeus and Hefiod recommended it in their Myſterioy, 
Verſe. Empedocles, Theophraſtus, Plato, Plotinus, Pip. 
phyry, Jamblichus, with many others, improved the 83. 
cred Revalation, adding new Lights unto the bleſt Dif. 
covery. And if we take the Hiſtory in the beſt Senſe, 
unleſs I am deceived, Socrates died a Martyr to this in- 
Dortant 'I'ruth. Many of the Learned Hebrew Ralbis 
have aſſerted it. The Perſian and Arabian Doctor, 
before and ſince the Holy Flight, have been its. Advocates: 
And let not Envy refuſe to give ſome of the Chriſia 
Prieſts their due Acknowledgement, who preached this 
Doctrine in the primitive Aſſemblies, taught it in the 
Publick Schools, and enſured it to Poſterity in Learned 
_ Manuſcripts. Such were Origen and, Ammonins, Cle 
mens of Alexandria, Simplicius, Chryſaſtom, T ertullian, 
Auguſtin: And in more modern Times, T homas of 4. 
guin, Marfilius Ficinus, Bonadventure, with many others, 
| And it is eſteemed the Height of Indian Religion to 
this Day ; the Bramins delivering it as an Hereditary 
Article of Faith, and Point of Practice, from Immemo- 
rable Ages. Since therefore all Regions in the World 
agree in this, notwithſtanding their other Ceremonill 
and Speculative Differences : Doubtleſs it is the Voice 
and Will of God, not the Contrivance or Innovation of 
Man. | 12 — a f | . 
Reverend Efendi, it is a common Proverb among 
the Chriftians, That whereſoever Gop has a Temple, 
the Devil has a Chapel. That cunning Spirit, like a Ser- 
peut, winds himſelf into outward Forms and Ceremo- 
nies of Devotion. But he that builds a Meo/que in the 
Centre of his Soul, may bid Defiance to 7 agot: For 
that is the Throne of God, near which the Dæmon can- 
not approach. 1 — . — 
May thou and 1, live always ſkreened behind our- 
ſelves ; for in that dark Receſs from viſible Things, the 
Eternal lives to manifeſt his otherwiſe inviſible ight, 
Adieu. „ „ | 
Paris, 17th of the Gib Moon, 


of the Year 1670, 7 L E T- 
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Out T0 „ | 
5 To Cara Hali, Phyſician 0 the Grand 
1. e Signior. | oy 
wy Fter all my Scepticiſms, I at this Hour believe, 


HN there is ſomething of us remains immortal and 
incorrupt ible, when our grofſer Bodies are diſſolved. 
Call it what you will; an Aſtral Body, a Ghoſt, a Spi- 
lit, or any thing elſe. I am ſenſible ſome Part of ns 
will never die. What ſignifies the vain Diſpute of 

Words, the dark Reſolves of Plato's Cave? Let it be 


ed WR %/ance or Accident, Matter or Form, or a Reſult of all; 
I. rere is till a certain Portion of our Nature, againſt 
„, which the Strokes of Death, and of ten hundred thou- 


fand Deaths, can never prevail. We may be changed 
indeed; and Maſquerade it up and down, perhaps thro* 
infinite Worlds, in ſo many different Diſguiſes ; But we 
can never be annihilated, or made nothing. We cannot 
be excluded from the eternal Liſt of Atoms. The Loſs 
or Abſence of the leaft Particle from the Univerſe, 
would either cauſe the loudeſt never-ending Thunders 
and Lightnings, or an everlaſting Silence, Sullenneſs 
and Darkneſs. 2 1c Nate and ſtupendi- 
cus Heap of Beings would fall to Ruin, if there were 
the leaſt Vacuum, or the ſmalleſt Mite miſting. Steal but 
the moſt indiviſible Atom from the reſt, and down 
comes all the Fabrick; For one ſupports another by 
an inſeparable Adheſion, reciprocal Congruity, and 
mathematical Fitneſs. They are ſo cunningly hitched 
and knit together, ſo cloſely faſtened and indented 
each with other, by the original Art, or Chance which 
formed the World, that all the Motions of this erand 
Machine would at an Inſtant flop, in ſuch a Call 28 
does a Watch, when the leaſt Tooth is miſſing from a- 
ny one of the contiguous Wheels. Every thing in Na- 
tore is full and pregnant. Neither can there be any o- 
ther Emptineſs ſave what we think we ſee in Bottles, or 
otter hollow Veſſels, which, when they are void of 
| e ä Watet, 
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Water, Wine, or other Liquor, it is but to be crammed 
brim-full of Air; which Element ir ſinuates and 
crowds itſelf into each diminutive Cranny, Chink, and F 
Pore of groſſer Subſtances; So if the airy Atoms har. 
any Hollowneſſes in them, the ſmalleſt Vacancy poſt. 
ble is ſtill ſupplied with its full Meaſure of the purer 
Ether 3 and that again with ſome Matter more refnel, 
If fuch there be; or elſe it drinks full Draughts of in. 
material Eſſences. And by ſuch a ſubordinate Grad. 
tion, human Souls, though in themſelves, perhaps, pur 
inco porealSpirits, are yet faſtened, and cemented to our 
Bodies. Thus is one Being fucceſſively, and eternal), 
either a Syringe, or Sponge to another. The Elemeny 


inebriate one another by Turns: An univerſal Zia 
riſm and Drunkenneſs reignss. 
_ $0 the hot Stomach of the Earth, parched with in. 
ward mineral Fires, greedily guzzles down the ven 
Salt unpalatable Lees of the Sea, rather than be a- di: 
With a thouſand thouſand gaping Throats, it gulp Br), 
the Beverage which Neptune s deep and mighty Cellr Mi... 
runs withal. It pants, and ſucks. eternally, the thick 
_ ropy Settlements of the Oceans Bottom. Theſe are d- 
ſtilled again in hidden Limbecks, Cylinders, and other 
chymical Veſſels below, that ſo the gaping Channels on 
the Superficies, may be conſtantly ſupplied with mote 
refined Liquor, through the Springs and Fountains;: on 
and yet the Globe not having quenched its Thirſt vid 
this perpetual Draught, continually fips up the Rain, om 
Liquor more ſublime and pure than all the reſt. But 
this is only on certain Holy-days of Fate, when the Ce- 
leſtial Powers, the Planets, Stars, and Conſtellations, u. Mer 
der a Dunalma for the vegetable Race below, to refreſh 
the Herbs, the Corn, and Trees, with Banquets fron 
the Clouds. Then the big-bellied Tuns above are roll: ck 
ed out of their hidden Store-houſes, and broached the... 
Conduits of the upper Region ſpout and run withpleni He: 
ful Showers and Cataracts of Nature's ſeminal Juice, the 
Tadical all- chearing Nectar of Heaven. The greedy Soi. 
.imbibes the ſacred ſtrong Caſcaue; each joyful Turf i at 
_ -frolickſome, and ſwallows down large Bumpers of tee. 
clemoſinary Wine, Whilſt the leaſt dry and * 
E 6-4 Lump 


ump of the late fainting Glebe, has Drops and Super- 
i:4/ums enough to revel on; till party- coloured Iris, 
he Major-Damo of theſe yearly Feſtivali, perceiving the 
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za ader Segds and Roots are well- nigh fuddled with what 
1. t ſecond-hand they have exhauſted from the over- la- 
0 gen Ground, makes her Appearance in the Clouds, in- 


ting all the Gueſts to a ſplendid Collation of warm 
Dams and Rays, with which the San is minded to re- 
ale them. | 


m £ grateful, ſoft and chearful Noiſe was heard through- 
Pre: the Room before. The Earth and Air were in a 
40 nerry Humour. Well pleaſed with the Debauch, they 


yould have ſat till Morning at it, being loth to leave the 
iquor behind them, or change it for dry Meat. But at 
he ſight of Iris, every one changed Countenance; an 
niverſal Mur mur ran throughout the Hall; they were 
ory thus to be baulked in the midſt of their Mirth: 


7 il! courtly Zephyrs come with their ſoft Compliments, 
Mi tell them, it is neceſſary for their Eaſe and Health: 
pl Ben are che Tuns and Bottles removed, with all the. 
Uo WW rinken Tackle. The Table ſoon is ſpread, and covered 
— ita rich Courſe of glittering Charges, ſent from Phæbus. 


That ſponging Planet only lives by bantering and 

Wheedles. The illuſtrious Figure he makes in the 
orld, is always borowed. He never wore a faſhiona-, 

de Dreſs in his Life, but what he took up by Tally 

rom the firſt Source of Lights: For which he is bound; 

0 pay ſo vaſt an Intereſt, that he would neceſſarily be- 


* me a Bankrupt, did he not repair his broken Fortune, 
Ny y playing Tricks upon the Earth, Thus whilſt he: 
WP ocks this ſublunary World with his pretended Treats, 
% e makes it pay for all with coſtly Exhalations. He 
"MF ancers the Elements, picks the Pockets of the Earth, 


nd robs the Treaſures of the Sea: Nor can he forbear 
ching ſomething from the Air; aud when he has ſtolen 
0ugh, he links away in the Dark, and flies to the o- 
er Side of the Globe; there to commence new Shams: 
nd Cheats upon the Antipodes. And all the while, the 
Mars are full as bad as he: For, like a brave Highway 
man, that Luminary frequents the publick Way of 
leaven by Day; he robs in open Sight of all the World, 


and 
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and leaves a generous Viaticum wherever he borrows 2. 
ny thing. But the Stars, thoſe little Bullies of the Sky, 
are verſe Night-Pads, Shop-lifts and Sharpers ; they Will 
ſkulk about in the Dark, through all the private A ar 
of the Firmament, and commit a thouſand Murder, 
Rapes, and other Violences. Some of their Heck ag 
as venemous as the fatal Eyes of Baſiliſes, they carry d. 
vers kinds of mortal Poiſons in their Looks, which they 
diſperſe at Random in this lower World. They ftrey 
the Earth with Hemlochs, Aconites, and other bantfi 
Weeds. They alſo ſcatter up and down the more con. 
tagious Seeds of Envy, Avarice, and a thouſand bla 
Infernal Vices, which take Root in human Souls, 2 
our Nativities; and growing up with us, in time bring 
forth the fatal Fruits of Death. The ugly Race of Dre. 
gons, Serpents, Crocodiles, and all the reptile Generations 
with every thing that is hideous, cruel and deſtructiye 
on the Globe, derive their Natures, Qualities, Form 
and Diſpoſitions from ſome malignant Stars or Conftell. 
tions, if Aſtrologers ſay true. So do the ſcaly Monſtert af 
the vaſt 4by/5 ; and every Bird of horrible Figure flying 
in the Air. They are all the Brood, the Emiſſaries, 
Spies, and Agents of the Powers above, ſent down 01 
thieviſh Errands, to prey on other Animals more inno- 

cent than themſelves. | 
There is an eternal Clauſe in Nature, whilſt ever 
thing is either on the Hunt or Flight. Thus Heaven put. 
loins from Earth, and that from Heaven again. When 
we are firſt conceived, our wandring Souls are catched, 
as in a well-baited Trap. And when we die, it is bun 
the Soul's Eſcape from one Snare to be ſoon trepannei ff 
into another. Perhaps a human Body may be our Prion 
again; or we may be attracted by ſome more agree 
ble Embryo. This magnetick Star may draw us up t0 
Heaven, or the wide Jaws. of all-devouring Orcus man 
ſwallow us down into the hungry Paunch of Hel; 
which God avert. | | 
Learned Hah, let not thou and be too ſollicitous : 
bout theſe things: For all our timerous Forecaſts are 
vain. But, conſidering the ſecret Magnetiſms diſperſed 
throughout the Univerſe, and that every thing on 
| 
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s Like, let us take care to qualify ourſelves with ce- 
's . emal Habits and Diſpoſitions, and then we cannot 
Sail of being drawn up to Paradiſe. 


1:8 cis, 2d of the 9th Moon, 
ders of the Year, 1671. 


/ i ——— 28 
LETTER A. 
To the Mufti. - 


N Obedience to thy Commands, I ſhall now proceed. 
| in relating the moſt memorable Tranſactions of 
ormer Ages, during the four Great Monarchies ; ob- 
erving thy Inſtructions, not to be prolix, or over- curious 
n tracing down the particular Succeſſions of Kings and 
princes; but rather to relate the Actions of famous 
len, the wiſe Sayings of the Antients, with ſuch other 
Remarks, as may be at once delightful and inſtructive. 
It will be no Breach of this Rule, to begin where 1 
eft off in my former Letter, with the Death of Darius, 
nd Succeſſor of Azrxes, his younger Son; there being 
omething of Nicety in the Plea between him and his 
der Brother Artabaxenes for the Crown; For this laid 
laim-to it on the Account of his Primogeniture : But 
1 regard he was born before Darius was made King, 
e ducceſſion was determined in Favour of Xerxes, who 
ad a double Advantage, in being begot by a crowned 
King, and born of Ateſb, the Daughter of Cyrus, who 
rſt eſtabliſned this Monarchy. FE 


" As ſoon as Xerxes was ſettled in the Throne, he led 
oF. Army into Egypt, and ſuppreſſed the Inſurrections in 
* at Country. Then he fitted out a Fleet of 4200 Ships, 


dn board of which were above five hundred thouſand 
Men. He had a Land Army alſo conſiſting of TwWwo 
lions and. five hundred thouſand Soldiers, of ſeveral. 
ations, With this vaſt Multitude he marched againſt 
le Grecians; and to facilitate the Voyage of his 1 * | 

| | E 


— 


* 
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he cauſed one Part of his Army to dig a Paſſage thry 
Mount Abo, whereby the Sea was let in, and the Ship, 
might ſail two a-breait ; whilſt another Part of the $9]. 
diers were employed in building a Bridge of Boats over 
the Hell:/þont. No ſooner was this done, but there 2. 
roſe a vehement 'Tempeſt ; which ſo diſcompoſed thoſe 
narrow Seas, that between the Winds and Waves, the 
Boats which made this Bridge were all diſperſed, bro. 
ken, and caſt away. gn 

This ſo incenſed Xerxes, that he commanded the Sez 
to be ſcourged with Whips, and a Chain to be thrown 
into it, as a Mark of its future Subjection. He alſo be: 
headed thoſe who built the Bridge, and cauſed others to 
make a new one. : . | 

Here one of X2-xes's Eunuchs, and a particular Fa. 
vourite of the King, ſent for a Græcian of the Ile of 
Obios, who had formerly deprived him of the Evidence 
of his Virility. And the old Man coming with his Son; 
to wait on this great Courtier, the Eunuch cauſed hin 
firſt to eaſtrate his own Sens, and afterwards forced 
tkem to do the fame by their Father, in Revenge of his 
own Loſi and Difgrece,- ft cn ff fe 07 an 

From henee Aeræes marched with his Army by the 
Place were once ſtood the famous Town of Troy, went 
in Pilgrimage to the Tomb of King Priamus; where 
he ſacrificed ten Hecatombs of Oxen to the Ghoſts of 
the antient Heroes, and to the Divinity of the Rivero! 
Scammander, which his Soldiers drank dry, and yet half 
of them had not quenched their Thirſt. 

After this, he came to the Helleſpont, where taking: 
Survey of all his Land and Sea- Forces, which covered 

the Helleſpont, and all the 1 Shores; and 
contemplating the Shortneſs of Man's Life; and that 
of ſo innumerable a Moultitude, not one ſhould be alive 
at an hundred Vears End, he wept bitterlx. 

Then having ſacrificed to the Sun, for the good Sue. 
ckſs of his Expedition, he cauſed all his Army to paß 
over the Helleſpont by his Bridge of Boats; after which, 
they drank their Way through another River, which 
had not Water enough to ſ- 288 half his Men and 75 
: 2 : PX: 5 | 6 


* 


, 
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dle. For his Army increaſed all the Way, by the Ae- 
ceſſions of Soldiers out of every Nation through which 
he paſſed. Yet Leonidas, King of Sparta, with a ſmall 
Body of 4000 Lacedemonians, gave Battel to the whole 
Army of Aerxes. And in a. Sea-Fight at Salamis, the 
Perfans loſt 500 Ships, with a conſiderable Part of their 
Army; which with other Diſaſters, or Sickneſs, Famine, 
Fc. ſo terrified this great Monarch, that he poſted back 
gain as faſt as he could, by the Way of the Helleſpont, 
which he croſſed in a poor Fiſher- Boat all alone, leaving 


attended their Arms; for at Platea the Grecians ſet upon 
them under Pauſanias their General, and routed the 
whole Army; killing above two hundred thouſand of 
them upon the Spot, and burning their Camp and Navy. 
Xerxes hearing theſe ill Tidings, fled towards his own 
Country; and by the Way ſet Fire to the Temples of 
none but that magnificent Fane at Epheſus, which was 
renowned throughout the whole World. a. 
About this time died Pagapates, the faithful Eunuch 
of Darias, who had paſled ſeven whole Years Mourn- 
ing at the Tomb of his Maſter. e 
I muſt not omit the Treachery of Pauſanias, the 
Lacedemonian General, who held a private Correfpon- 
dence with Aerxes. And having been twice accuſed-of 
Treaſon, and as often acquitted, was the third Time 
diſcovered by a Boy, whom he kept as his Minion ; and 
by the Sentence of the Ephori, was ſtarved to Death. . 
Thou haſt forbidden me to augment the Bulk of theſe 
kiſtorical Letters, with Gloſſes, or Remarks of my own 
and © elſe it were a proper Occaſion to put thy Holineſs in 
cat mind, how great a Value ought to be ſet on a faithful 


live Man; and let Nature itſelf plead my Excuſe for en- 
trenching on thy Orders, whilſt I vindicate myſelf from 


ne- the Calumnies of the Envious; and beg of thee to 


ich, Truſt, than the Arabian Slave Mahmut. 


pak reſt aſſured, That no Man on Earth can be truer to his + 


uch But to return to Acrxes. He was unfaichfully dealt 
dat- i wich by the Captain of his Guard; why by the Aſſiſ- 


tance 


Mardonius to purſue the Wars in Greece. But an ill Fate 


the Gods of Babylon, and other Parts of Aſia, ſparing 


153 i 
11 
M. 


dom, from the barbarous ngratitude of his own Cour 
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tance of Spamitres the King's Chamberlain, and ere 
other Conſpirators, killed him in his Bed with his eld 
eſt Son Darius, and crowned Artaxerxes in his ſtead, 
To him fled Themiſtocles the Athenian, who was fy 
- pected a Partner in the Treaſon of Pauſanias. The Kin 
received him in his Favour and made him Governor d 
a Province, adding the Gift of five great Cities, tofu 
niſn him with Money for the Expences of his Table ani 
' Wardrobe, And this the King did, not as a Rewar 
or Encouragement of Treaſon, (from which he knez 
Themiſiocles was free, being falſly accuſed by the 2th 
nians, ) but he heaped thoſe Honours on him, as a Deb 
to the Merits of that once illuſtrious Enemy, now be 
"come a Friend, and _— Shelter in the Perſſan King 


trymen; who for all his eminent Services to Gr 
could think of no better Acknowledgement, than t 
put to death as a Trayter, the braveſt and wiſeſt Ca 
tain of that Age. B 

Not long after this, the Perſians loſt two hund 
Ships in a Sea-Fight with the Grecians, and were route 
at Land by a Stratagem of Cimon, the Grecian Gener 
who after the Naval Victory, but his Men on Board thy 
Perſian Veſſels which he had taken, and apparelling 
them in the Garments of the Perſian Captives, lande 
them near the Enemies Camp in Pamphilia; who taking 
them for Friends, ſuffered them to enter their Trenche 
without Jealouſy ; and fo were all ſlaughtered, excey 
a few, who eſcaped by the Swiftneſs of their Hors. 

About this time, Pericles was made Prince of 4th 
of whom I made mention in my former Letters. An 
Themiſftocles being made General of the Perſian Arm 


and ſent againſt the Grecians ; rather than fight again ] 

his Country, or betray the Cauſe of his new Male on 
became a voluntary Victim to his own Integrity a» to f 
Honour: For, ſacrificing a Bull in his March, he dra red 
off a Bowl of the Blood, and fell down dead at rea 
Foot of the Altar. | 9 « {| 
The next War the Perfians were engaged in, WW i} 


with Egypt; where, in a Battel near Memphis, they Io 


© «+ 


od, VE. - a Sor of Fas... 5 


hey dried up the River Nile, w 
ns — the en eee 8 
bY _ : yr N $9" that they made „ 
8 _ nd the Athenians ſet their own Shi vos 
3 5 waer, 2 and returned home with Dif oO 
y een fix Years in Egypt. And after this, 
£ | is, 


Peace was concluded betwe 
oncl en t 
of Greece. And in the firſt Y be of 4 05 pal 
rad, 


throughout the World, whi 
„ Which conti 
Year of the 87th Olympiad, at = gi till the firſt 
png War. rime began the 
n the 4th Year of th 1 
di . E 88th O. ? Wo | | 
. _— _ = Kerxes was e 
fllng aſleep 10 A. . age with Wine, tl 
L ere no f 
po with the Help of * Fu ver Nog 
alſo was nv, Government on himſ: if 9 
[ ee, ee diſpatched by his Brother D, ä 
thing, ſave th — Oiympiads, without menti raking 
g, e Tranſactions which made r 8 22 
ona oiſe in 


any King, though I ſpeak 

a peak but two Words of 1 

IO a perfect Idea of their Sk 8 

Hong 1 ole Series of Darius's Reign Hit 

= Cor remarkable, but is taken on inr poets 

8 " and Reconciliations of ſeve l Pre” 
ece, ſome private Treaties between the 5 

7 


and the Overtures of P 
and eace between th | L. 
3 2 the End of the er fan — 
155 es, as would be too tedi Ir, wit 

Þ _ ho 3 a memorable e . 4 
bfhacceed hi bed, to his eldeſt Son 3 f Darius, 
red b ch * In the Throne. The Prince * Who Was 
y the Royal Phyſicians, that his Father's Euck * 

r, rewy 


| « pleaſed 


an hundred thouſand Men. But ſending freſh Recruits 
| its, 


which ſoon followed, there was an univerſal P 
eace 


th I 1 | 
O 


G . 
fan Governors of Lef/er 4/ia and thoſe of Peloponneſi 
"7 © 


near, thus addreſſed Darius: My Father, ſince i | 
„ ſince it is 


: th . ! -v .. 
er own bleſſed Society, and that you have b | 
N e been 
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© pleaſed, with the Conſent of the Nobles, to deck 
me your Succeſſor in the Kingdom; tell me, I beſee 
© you, by What Methods of Policy you have goveny 
© this Empire. To whom the King replied ; * 
Son be aſſured, That if my Reign has been blegy 
' © with greater Succeſs and Peace than thoſe of myP 
deceſſors, it is becauſe in all Things I have honoy 
© ed the immortal Gods, and done Juſtice to every My 
As ſoon as Artaxerxes was poſſeſſed of the Crown, 
ſent for his Brother Cyrus, and put him in Manicles 0 
Gold, with deſign to make him privately away; hy 
at the Interceſſion of his Mother, he releaſed him: 
gain, and reſtored. um to his Government of Lydia, 
About this Time, Plato the Philoſopher being re 
young, = an early Specimen of a ripe Wit, in con 
forting Antimachus the Poet, who loſt the Garland in 
_ Conteſt with Nzceratus, at the Ly/andrian Feaſt. Fi 
when he beheld the Poet extremely vexed at the pn 
rance and Partiality of Lyſander, who knew not how 
_ diſtinguiſh between his lofty Meaſures, and the i; 
Rhimes of his Antagoniſt ; Plato bid him be of ge 
Courage: For, ſaid he, his Ignorance no more diniiji 
thy Knowledge, than a blind Man's miſtaking thee fir a 
ther, would deprive thee of thy Sight. | 
When Cyrus was returned to his Government, he plat 
ted to depoſe his Brother; and to win Lyſander to hi 
Party, he preſented him with a Ship built all of Gd 
and Ivory. Alcibiades, the famous Athenian Capta 
peceiving this, deſigned to give Artaxerxes notice f al 
is Brother's Treaſon : But by the Way he was me 
thered himſelf by ſome Soldiers, hired for that Purpd 
by Ly/ander ; who yet durſt not ſet upon him in d 
Day-time, when he was armed in his own Defence, b 
in the Night ſet his Houſe on Fire; and as he wast 
_ caping through the Flames and Smoak, they lying 
Ambuſh, ſhot him dead with Arrows. 
_..-- However, Artaxerxes quickly became ſenſible of 
- Brother's Deſigns ; and raiſing an Army of Nine hu 
dred thouſand Men, gave him Battel not far from = 
1 9 4 


. 
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n. In the Fight he was wounded by Cyras ; but after 
z hot Diſpute, Cyrus was killed, and Artaxerxes got the 
Victory. | 

Partfatis the Mother of Cyrus, to revenge the 
Death of her Son, cauſed thoſe that wounded him to be 
killed with lingring Torments; and inviting Queen 
Statyra the Wife of Artaxerxes to a Feaſt, ſhe divided 
the Bird Rhindaces aſunder with a Knife poiſoned on one 
Side, and gave the venomed Part to Statyra, eating the 
other herſelf. Upon which the Queen died in horrible 
Anguiſh and Torture. | | 

The famous Deeds of many Heroes are alſo recorded, 
during the Reign of this Artaxerxes; as of Age/ilaus, 
King of the Spartans ; Iphicrates, Pharnabazus, Tifja- 
bernes, and Tiribazus, Perfians ; with Conon the Athe- 
nian. But fearing to entrench on thy Patience, I content 
myſelf with only mentioning their Names, and ſo finiſh 
py Letter with the Concluhon of Artaxerxes his Life, 
who died of Grief, for the Death of his Son Arſames, 
whom Ocbus his Brother had cauſed to be murthered out 
f Envy and Jealouſy, becauſe his Father doated on 
bim. 
If I have not anſwered thy Expectation in this Let- 
r, blame not me, but the Hiſtorians, from whom I 
ave collected theſe Paſſages; or accuſe the Men of 
hat Age, that they did not perform Greater Actions. 
owever, in the next thou ſhalt hear of the Birth and 
ife of a great Prophet, even Alexander, the Conqueror 
f all 45a. In the mean time, I plunge myſelf in the 
deas of the Duſt thou treadeſt on, and ſhrinking inte 
n Abſtract of Humility, I bid thee adieu. 


als, 2d of the geh Moon, 
of the Year 1671. 


The End of the Third Book. 
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TLTTER EL 


To Peſteli Hali, his Brother, Maſter of f 
Cuſtoms, and Superintendent of the Ari 
nal ar Conſtantinople, _ | 


HF ” "oy 


W Know not well, whether. it is my Part to be ſo 

or glad, when J hear thy Son is wild and prodig 
I that he is amorous, and very much addicted tof 
lick with Women, Wine, and Mufick, that he freque 
the Baths and Play-Houſes, on purpoſe to make (0 
Intereſt for his Lowe, that he may, ſometimes get a di 
of beautiful Ladies, and have the Pleaſure of being: 
mitted into their Company; that he haunts the Soci 
of Foreign Merchants, the Houſes of Chriſtian Ant) 
dors, and infinuates himſelf into the Acquaintancea 
Familiarity of all Travellers who make any Figure 


the /mperial City. 


*. 
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I proteſt, it ſeems difficult in my Opinion to deter” 
mine, Whether thou thyſelf haſt Reaſon to be grieved 
at all this, or not rather to rejoice, as at a Preſage of his 
fature goed Fortune, ſince it is a manifeſt Argument of 
the Greatneſs of his Sou: And let that alone to work 
out its own Way to Happineſs. Never check a Gene- 
rows Spirit: For ſuch are full of the Divinity, They 
arethe Eagles, the Lions, the Kings and Princes of the 
Earth. 
Their Nerves ſtrut with the Milk of Paradiſe. & thou- 
ſand Excellencies poſſeſs their Hearts, and ten thou- 


of precious is ſcattered up and down in the Z/ements, 
meets in their accompliſhed Nature, as in an Epitome, 
or rich Compendium of the brighteſt E/ences; an Ex- 
tract of all that is valuable, good, and lovely in the 
Univerſes | ; e 4 TY PD 

Be not diſcouraged to ſee thy Son amorous of Wo- 


Warmths or Paſſions for that lovely Sex. Women are ſent 


Flames within our Breaſts, which ſublimate our groſſer 
Mould, and make us more refined. Lowe 1s a ſacred 
Frenzy of the Soul, a Divine Madneſs elevating a Man 


Care of the benigner Demons. He is every where ſafe ; 
having the Favour of Gods and Men, as the Roman Poet 

'exprefies , os 5 „ 
Quiſuis amore tenetur, eat tutuſque ſacerque. 


Noble Paſſian, thou hadſt not had a Son to complain of. 

Perhaps it makes him expenſive and coſtly in his 
Manner of Living. He would, no Doubt, appear gay 
and polite in the Eyes of his Miſtræſſes: He would be 


to his Friends and Acquaintance, charitable to all Per- 
ſons in Diſtreſs. And canſt thou really blame him for 
putting in Practice ſo many amiable Virtues ? Is not 
this better than to ſee _ of a ſneaking, ſordid Tem- 

- 2 per. 


heir Veins flow with Sacred BLOOD. 


ſand Perfections take Root in their Brains. Whatever 


men. It is a Sign of good Nature. And he is looked up- 
on as a Monſter, or degenerate Perſon, who feels no 


into the World on purpoſe to blow up thoſe gentle 


up to the Pitch of a Santone, and rendring him the. 


And had it not been for thy own Experience of this. 


generous and magnificent in his Entertainments, liberal 


— 
—— — 


En 
2 E=, - 


_ —— — x 


—— - 


— 


pen 
DEST EM 


— — 
> 


h 2 — Ez 32-2 —— 
... — ———. i nn 
— = a 


— — 2 
— 7... * 


— - — — — — — — 
— 8 — CD CERES co Gow — — ——— — —— - — — —— — 
— - — _ — — —q n — — — — — 2 E — — . 
— — ——— by -—_—_—_ - 
— > — 2 - — — — — 
_— - = 2 OW - — "I — 
— — * — — — — . — = = - _ 
\ xxx — 8 = —— 6. — 5 = D £ — - 
— — — 1 3 r — * 8 Tz A _ ISIS — . ——ͤ— — 
— — — — — — 2 r DO HICKS i . = 
8 Cn — R gm wy | — — —— — — — — 
e e, = = anner _ — K r 
r 1 5 


% 
— — rs 
ä 
end EE 8 


D — 


Conſider therefore, that it is thy own Blood, running in 


as it is in Truth the very Sint and Seminary of all Vice, 
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per, addicted to Avarice, and other Ignoblé Vices ? Re. 
member thy own Genius, when thou wert young; what 
a a paſſionate Delight thou tookeſt in Travelling : Yet, 
this could' not be maintained without great Charges. 


the Veins of thy Sen, which prompts: him to a noble 
Way of —_— And do not thou imitate thoſe Father, 
who by their Severity, teach their Children to degene. 
rate, inſtead of making them better, or more reformed, 
They frighten them from the Paths of innate. Virtue, 
for the Lucre of their Gold, take abundance of Pains 
to inſtru them in the Methods of Covetouſneſs; as if 
that alone were the Zenith of Wiſdom and V irtue, where. 


I will relate to thee a Story which I have heard in 
Paris, which has ſomething in it very ſingular and re- 
markable, concerning the Affection and Care of a Father 
toward his Extravagant and Prodigal Son. This old 
Gentleman had a fair Seat, about ten Leagues from this 
City, which had belonged to his Family tor the Space 
of Five hundred Years. His yearly Revenue was very 
conſiderable ; and having only one Sor, he gave hin 
the Liberty of managing half his Eſtate, when he came 
to the Age of One and twenty Years. l 
This young Spark being of high Spirit, was ſo far 

from harbouring any Thoughts of Frugality, that he 
could hardly brook the Neceſſity of living u ithin the 
Compaſs of his Allowance. He addicted himſelf to 
Gaming, Drinking, and other Lewd Courſes, which in 2 n 
ſhort Time conſumed his Means, and reduced him u zi 
great Streights. | 

About the ſame Time his Father died, and left hin Wi „ 
the Remainder of his Eſtate, giving him all the Inttruc- . 
tions that are uſual in ſuch Caſes; and among the rel ſy 
ef his ſage Counſels he charged him, if it ſhould be hu 90 
Misfortune to become a Bankrupt again, ſo as to be of 
forced to ſell his Eſtate, that he would at leaſt not pan pr. 
with that Houſe which had been ſo long in the Poſſeli-l an 
on of their Family: Eſpecially he conjured bim to fe. Bo 
ſerve one particular Chamber for himſelf as long — be rn 


ved, 
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lived; which was the ſame where he then lay a dying ; 


Fir this, ſaid he, evill be a Sanctuary for you, when you 


have no other Place of Refuge in the World. 


After the old Man's Deceaſe, his Son fell to his for- 


mer Courſe of Life; and to make ſhort-of it, in a few 
Years ſpent all his Patrimony; even that very Houſe it- 
ſelf, which he was forced to ſell at laſt for an Under- 


price, to ſupply his preſent Neceſſities. However, he 
obeyed his Father's laſt Injun&ion ; and in the Sale of 


the Houſe, made Articlrs- for the perpetual Claim and 
Uſe of that Chamber to himſelf. | | 

It was not long before he had conſumed the Money 
which he had received for the Houſe : So that now his 
laſt Support was gone. He tried to borrow of ſome of 
his Friends and Acquaintance: And in Charity they 


ſupplied him at firſt with ſmall Sums : But when he of- 


ten-preſſed them, they grew weary of him, and denyed 
to part with any more. | | 


The difconfolate Gentleman, over-whelmed with 


Grief and Melancholy, returns'to his Ohamber, hoping 
to find ſome Eafe in that private Receſs ; where he 
* at leaſt have the Privilege of venting his Sorrow 
in Sighs and Tears. | 5 | 

He paſſed away ſome time in this dejeRed Condition. 
when at length he caſt his Eyes on an old Trunk which 
ſtood in a Corner of the Chamber, and which he had 
ſcarce ever regarded before. An odd Curioſity prompt- 
ed him to riſe and look into this Trunk, perhaps not fo 


much in Hopes of finding any Relief there, as to divert 


himſelf and paſs away the tedious Minutes. And yet it 
i natural for People in great Calamities and Misfortanes; 
to flatter, themſelwes with the Imagination of unexpefted 
Reliefs, and to catch at every the leaft Glimpſe or Shadow, 
that ſcems to preſage any Good. Be it how it will, he fell 
to ifling the Trunk, but found nothing, ſave a Parcel 


of old Rags and Papers, with other Remnants, and 


Fragments of Silk, Linen, and Velvet, the Reliques 


and Spoils of his Father's Wardrobe. This was no 
Booty for him: However, he ceaſed not his Scrutiny, 


ul he had quite emptied the Trunk. When to his no 
1 1 5 ſmall 
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mall Aſtoniſiment he found theſe Words on the Bot- 
tom: Ab Prodigal ! haft thou ſpent All, and fold chy Houſe? 
New go and hang thyſelf. There is a Rope ready providud 
for thee in the Beam of the Chamber. | 
The young Gentleman looking to the Cieling, and 
ſeeing a Halter hang there, being faſtened to an Iron 
Ring, was ſtrack with ſuch a Damp, that concluding it 
was the Vill of Fate, that he ſhould fulfil the Words 
he found on the Bottom of the Trunk, immediately 
took a Chair, or Stool, and placing it juſt under the 
Rope, got up and raiſed himſelf upon it, that ſo he 
might the better reach the deſigned Inſtrument of his 
. . ä | 
He ſtood not long muſing: For Life appeared now in- 
ſupportable to him. Wherefore putting the Halter a- 
bout his Neck, in the Height of Deſpair he kicked the 
Stool away : When behold, inſtead of hanging there, 
he fell to the Ground, the weighty Swing of his Body 
having pulled out a Piece of ſquare Timber from the 
Beam, being that part to which the Ring was faſtened. 
Immediately he was like to be overwhelmed, and buried 
alive in a great Heap of Gold, which came ſhowering 
down upon him out of the hollow Place, which his Fa- 
ther had contrived on Purpoſe in the Beam, to put this 
kind Sarcaſin on his Son, now ſufficiently mortified by 


ſo many Sorrows. | . 
In a word, this made ſo deep an Impreſſion on him, 
that he grew reformed, buying all his Eſtate back again 

with Part of the Money; and employing the reſt in 

Merchandizing, grew to be a. richer Man than his Fa- 

ther, or any of his. Progenitors. _ | . 

Dear Peſteli, thy Son is Generous and Witty: It 1s 
thy Part to reclaim him by Methods agreeable to bu 

Nature. For Ruggedneſs and Auſterity will make him 


but the worſe. 
Paris, 5th of the 11th Moon, 
Flle Tear 16711. 
1 L ET- 
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LETTER 1: 
70 Codorafrad Cheick, a Man of the Law. 


'TERE has happened an Accident of late which 
teſtifies the Zeal of the French for their Religion, 
z well as it diſcovers the Raſh and Unwarrantable Fury 
of a bigotted Deſperado. This Perſon was one of that 
dea they call Hugonots, of whom there are great Multi- 
mdes in France; and they are diametrically oppoſite to 
thoſe of the Roman Faith in their Principles, and the 
Manner of worſhipping God; yet are tolerated by the 
State, to prevent the Inconveniencies of a Ciwi/ War, 
and the Effuſion of Human Blood. The King chuſing 
rather by Clemency to win him to his Party, than by a 
ſevere Execution of the Laws in Force againſt them, to 
compel their Conſciences in Matters relating to God. 
Yet many Men are of Opinion That this Roya/ Con- 
deſcenſion will not have its defired Effect, upon a ſtub- 
born and Ungrateful Sort of People ; who inſtead of. 
being obliged to Fidelity and Obedience by ſuch Indul- 
gent Favours, are apt to interpret them as Arguments 
of the King's Impotence and Diſability to puniſh thoſe 
that reſiſt his Authority, and to harden themſelves the 
more in their Factious Inſolence: As it will appear by 
what I am going to relate of a certain Religious Furiofo, 
+Hugonot by Profeſſion. This Fellow coming one Day 
into the great Temple in Paris, which they call Noftre 
Dame, makes up directly toward the Prie/t who was ce- 
lebrating the Mat; and waiting a convenientSeaſon to 
execute his Purpoſe, juſt as the Prieſt was elevating that 
which they eſteem the Sacramental Body of Jeſus the 
Meas, above his Head, according to Cuſtom, that it 
might be adored by all the Congregation ; this Ruffian. 
lep to him, and ftricking the Wafer out of his Hand, 
trambled it under Foot, and then aſſaſſinated the Prieſt 


with his Dagger. 
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The whole Aſſembly were aſtoniſhed at ſuch an un. 
exampled Attempt. The ſtood ſtill like Statues for x 
while, and ſuffered the Villain to paſs through the 
Throng, till he came to the very Gate of the 7 ey 
When beginning to rouze out of their StupefaQion, 
ſome run after him, and ſo he was ſeized, and carried 
before the next Cadi or Judge of Criminal Cauſes, who 
condemned him to have his Right Hand firſt cut off be. 
fore the Gate of the ſame Temple where he had been 
guilty of this Aſſaſſine and Prophanation, and his Body 
preſently afterwards to be burnt alive. Which was ac. 
cordingly executed. | | 
But not thinking this a ſufficient Expiation of the 
Diſhonour done to God, the Archbiſhop of Paris com- 
manded Prayers to be made, which they call the Oxni. 
Jens of Forty Hours. He appointed alſo a ſolemn Pro. 
ceſſion of all the Clergy to the Temple of Neſfre Dan, 
to cleanſe it from the Defilement (which according to 
their Belief) it had contracted by this impious Action. 
The ſovereign Companies of the City likewiſe attended 
theſe Ceremonies in their Robes of Honour, to teſttty 
their Devotion. DS 
Thou wilt not conclude me an Inſidel, or ſay that I 
undertake the Patronage of the Roman Religion, if I 
condemn this Fellow as a Martyr to his own Preſump- 


tion and Arrogance. The Romans and Hugonots are alla - 


like to me, ſo long as they are equally Enemies to the 
Meſſenger of God. But it is not decent or wiſe, neither 
good — nor Policy, to affront the eſtabliſhed Re- 
/igion of the Country where a Man lives. It was ſufhci- 
ent that this Ruffian and all his Brethren had the Li- 
berty of ſerving God after their own Way. It was an 
unpardonable Immorality to diſturb the lawful Prief: 
of the Nation, eſpecially in ſo barbarous a Manner, in 


we very Height of their Myſteries, the midſt of their 


daily Sacrifice, at the Altur of their God, where they 

profeſs to immolate after a tranſcendent Manner no leſs 

than the Body and Blacd of the Meſſias. | 
Doubtleſs, all Nations are zealous for their Religion, 


aid we Muß ulmans ſhould not ſeruple to put to _ 
| | ead - 
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head · ſtrong Giafer, who would preſume but to pollute 
our Sacred Maſuæs by his Uncircumcifed Preſence 
much leſs ſhould we ſpare him, if he attempted to offer 
any Violence to a True Belie ver, as he was adloring the 
Eternal Unity after the Way obferved by our Fathers, 
and commanded by the Prophet. And though theſe Na- 
' zarenes are Worſhippers of Images and Pictures ; tho' 


they adore that which to all 'outward Appearance is bit  __ 


a Piece of Bread; yet the Precept of MoJes ought to be 
regarded, which ſays, Ye /hall not blaſpheme the Gods of 
the Nations whither ye go to davell, Ee 
Vienerable Succeſſor + Moſes and the Prophets, vouch- 
ſafe to pray far Mahraut, that whilſt he dwells among 
theſe in/igels, he may neither make Shipwreck of his 
Faith by embracing their Vanities, nor yet forfeit his 
Diſcretion by any Rude, Unſeemly, or Violent Carriage 
„„ | 
Paris, 234 of the i 2th Moon, 82 
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FI NHERE are a Sort of Men among the Nararege 
1 HEcclefiafticks, whom they call Ca/uifs, Theſe 
are profoundly: verfed in the Learning of the 'Sthook, 
which (if thou remeinbereſt)'Honeft Father Antonio, the 
Old Sicilian Prieft, our Friend, uſed to term The Science 
of Hyſts, A dry, chaffy ſort of Knowledge,  confiſt« 
g only of empty, vapid Motions, windy cas, Di- 

ſingions made in Sand, which may be effaced, altered, 
or formed at Pleaſure. The very Contemplation of theſe 
Metaphyſical Trifles, is enough to put one in a Fever; 
ſo ſubtile is the Poiſon they contain: A ſpiritual Ve- 
nom, which darts like Lightning thro” one's Thoughts, 
nd ſoon ferments the Soul, 'boiling our Reaſon up, to 
| | 13 | ſcum 


478 LzTTERS Writ by Vol. VII: 


ſcum and froth itſelf away in Divine Jargon and Rel. 
m—_— 7: 2 | 
Theſe Men will ſplit a Hair in Divinity to make x 
Scruple, or to diſannul it. They raiſe a Duſt in the 
Eyes of thoſe that give heed to them, and play faſt and 
Jooſe with Human R | y \ 
make a Hog of a Cuſhion, and turn an Elephant into a 
.-Coffee-Diſh, with their enchanting Hæcceitiet, Identities, 
Quatenus s, and the reſt of their Teaned Leger demais, 
the perfect Hocus-Pocus of the Sarbonne; by which they 
Juggle Men out of their Senſes, and frame Chimera, 
far more monſtrous than thoſe in the Fictions of Ovid, 
or the more early and myſterious Poems of Muſczus, Or. 
pꝓgbeus, and Hod. They teach Men to ſtumble at z 
Feather in the way of a Religious Life, yet not to bog. 
:Ble at a Milſtone or a Mountain, where Intereſt cal} 


for Reſolution and Speed. They ſtart more Difficulties 


than themſelves can anſwer in the Caſes of the Poor, 
But where Plenty of Gold appears, every 'Thing is made 
eaſy and plain. Mere Higglers in Religion; Quacks 
and Empiricks in Matters of Conſcience'; tmurdering a 
Fhouſand diſtempered Souls, for one they cure: Preten- 
ding to be Guides to Paradiſe, they lead Men through 
uncouth Paths and intricate Windings, till they are loft 
in Labyrinths of Error, bordering on the Confines of 
Hell. And then they leave them to themſelves, where, 
if they make one falſe Step, they go out of their Bounds, 
treſpaſs on the Devils Frontiers; and ſo are either in 
Danger of a Precipice, or at leaſt of being. taken Cap- 
tives by the outlying: Scouts of the Infernal Kingdin, 
from whom it is difficult to eſcape, * 


o » 


. There were ſuch as theſe alſo among the: Few: and 
Gentiles of old, and ſo there are at this Day in all Re. 
ligions, Men who are ſevere in Punctilio's, and neglet 
e more Important Precepts of the Law. Nor can the 
Muſſulmans themſelves be free from this Embarraſſmen: 
ef the Faith and Trutk brought down from Heaven. 
If thou obſerveſt the grave and ſupercilious Looks of 
our Imaum s, Mollah's, Cat's, &c. thou wilt take them 
for the juſteſt Men, the holieſt Saints on Earth. _ 


eaſon, as it ſerves a Turn. They will 
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tangle ourſelves more ? 
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but their Diſcourſe, it is an Abridgment of the Alcoran. 
They are ſeen each Morning at the firſt Hour of Pub- 
lie Prayer, walking before the Moſques, or _ in the 
Royal Cemeteries, under ſome melancholy Cypreſs, read- 
ing the Book of 4/onack, or ſome other ſpiritual Trea- 
tile. With Eyes caſt up to Heaven, or — fixed 
upon the Ground, and mimick Poſtures of their Hands, 
they act Devotion to the Life: Yet, in their Hearts, 
perhaps, are ſtudying how to circumvent their Neigh- 
bours. | | 
Go to theſe Perſons for Inſtruction in any doubtful 
Caſe, they will hamper thee with far fetched Terms 
and crabbed Problems; with formal Aſpects, and tedi- 
ous Circumlocutions ; ſtroaking their Beards, and figh- 
ing from deceitful Breaſts, they will induſtriouſly amuſe 
thy Soul with dark Auigma's, and trepan thy Senſe in 
Snares of inſignificant and unintelligible Words; ſtriv- 
ing to make thee believe, they are the Pzc4/ccs of the 
Eternal Cabinet, if not the Privy-Councellors of Heaven: 
Whereas the way of. Piety is plain, and circumſcribed 
with certain noted Boundaries. It is hard indeed for a 
bewildered Traveller to find the narrow Gate, and firſt 
Avenue of this ſacred Path, amongſt ſo many gorgeous 
plittering Portals ever ſtanding open and inviting Men 
into the ſpacious Fields of Vice. But when he has once 
entered the obſcure Paſs, he has nothing elſeto do, but 
go directly on, without turning to the right Hand, or 
the Left, only regarding the fixed Land- marks of eter- 
nal Truth, invariable Reaſon, and ſound Morality. To 


ſpeak plainly, a Man's Duty is comprehended in a few 


eaſy Rules; and he that goes to render them difficult, by 
knotty, thorny Gloſſes, throws Stumbling-blocks before 
the Feet of True Believers, and interrupts their Pilgri- 
mage to Heaven. © 5 

My Friend, if any pious Scruple trouble thee or me, 


let us henceforth be our own Ca/ui/fs ; and not by blind 
implicite Faith, enſlave our Soz/s to Men perhaps more 
ignorant than ourſelves. The Law is plain and poſi- 


tive, in neceſſary Matters. What need we ſeek to en- 


— 1 


' 
i TP 
| [ 
* 
7 
: 1 
| 
| d 
i; 1 
| 7 
i l 
i 
* 
5 , 
TL 
* 
1610 } 
{5 
U 
Jl 
i ! . 
4 
" 
| 131 FRO 
f 
+ 
fs + 
TIEN 
} " 
j } fy 
1 1 
f n 
| 145 
141 
I” * 
1 is 
TH | ay 
wit: 
b $144 
U 
[1 l 4) 
11008 
| | OLA! 
[ * 
t " 
4 THY 
mn 
I * 
11 fl 
U 12 
? N 1111 
47s 
| np 
1 [1 | 
| ' 
"24H 
. ; 
— 111 nl 
. * n 
' i, of; 
| 4 
4 Mit: 
N 
i! M4 
145M 
DN 
„ 
. 4 vo 
U 1 ! 
* 
INN 
741 JEET 
141 115 
i 9 
{ +} 
4178 
a9 , 
N 11 ml 
il } af 
I 
[4 * z 
ql 
14 
181 
; 1 
. 1 
U 4 
$ 4 
4 0 
| q 
! 110 
WH, 
110 BY 
HY 
i), bs, 
i *. 
It 
zi N, 
. 
A 
o 4 * 
ths! 
[1 Te 
7 id 
57 
I 
Ny 
18 
* 
* 
17 
2 
5 q 
+ 
N 5 65 
, 1s] it - 
TILES 
10 
844 
IN 
I 7 
d 4 
. 
fi „ ' 
A172 
7 


j 
| 
0 


180 LT TRS Frit ly Vol. Vll. 


If we perform our Oraiſons at the appointed Hours, 


what matter is it, whether we obſerve the ſix radii. 
onary Poſtures, or no? We that are illuminated, I only 


ſpeak of ſuch. As for the Phlegmatick, dull Multitude, 


it is fit they ſhbuld be curbed with Diſcipline, and made 
to obferve the nice Punctilio s of Obedience. Whit 
fignifies the old verſatile Turn of the Head, from one 
Side to the other, as if we thought to catch the Prophet 
peeping over our Shoulders? Or, where is the Senſe vf 
the profounder Myſtery of poring on our Fingers with 
extended Palms, as if we were at Scheol, and learning 
our Alphabet ; or imitated the clowniſh Ruſticks of Ar. 
. ezenia, who as they work in the Fields and Vineyards, 
will make a Dial of their Hand, a Gnomon of a Straw, 
end loſe an Hour in ſtedfaſt gazing on their dirty Fiſts, 
to know what time of Day it is? Then the myſterious 
reſting of our Hands upon our Knees, with other for. 
mal Ceremonies : What are they all, but an eternal 
Diſcipline, confirmed by ancient Cuſtom, and obſerved 
forOrder's ſake ? This need not trouble thee or me, when- 
ever we have occaſion to retrench ſuch indifferent Niceties. 
Nay, to go farther; if we ſhould neglect the ſtated 
Periods of folemn Adoration, compelled thereto b 
Sickneſs, Travelling, or any other Neceſſity; Be not dil- 
conſolate, as if thou hadeſt been guilty of a mortal Sin, 


Some ſupererogating Work of Charity, will cancel ten 


ſuch Faults as that : Or at leaſt, thou mayeſt look bold- 
ee Fade of God, when at another Seaſon, on thy 
Lnees, thou makeſt ample Compenſation ; or by ſacred 
Abſtinence and Fafting, diſperſeſt all the Miſts and 
Clouds of Guilt, that Fe ſo heavy on thy Soul. The 
Times are all alike to him that is Eternal. There is no 
Diſtinction of Day or Night, with that immortal Eſ- 
ſence, who made the Sun and Stars, and is Himſelf the 
unchangeable Source of Light. | 
So, if we ſhould addreſs ourſelves to Heaven, with- 
sut the uſual Forms of Prayer, or any Words at all: we 
have no reaſon to be ſad, as if our Oraiſons were incf- 
fectual and _— In the Eternal, High Receſs ; our 
Glent Vows, and ſofteſt Whiſpers of the * 
. . 5 lou 
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loud as the moſt bold, and noiſy Clamour of the 
Tongue. There is a Rank of Spirits among the reſt 
above, on purpoſe made to walt the ſecret Thou ghts of 
mortal Men to Heaven, We cannot fail of Audience 


there, whenever we ſend the leaſt Ejaculation up, with 


frm Credentials from the Heart. | 

In a word, believe my Dgrer, That the Supremly In- 
elligent and Wiſe chiefly regards the Intention and 
Fervor of our Minds, the habitual Bent of our Sols, 
with the innocent and pious Actions of bur Lives. He 
i; not to be moved (unleſs to Indignation) by the vain 
Tautologies of our verbal Oraiſons, the nauſeating 
Cambe of devouteſt Words, common to Hypocrites 
and Perſons of Sincerity, to the moſt incortigible Sin- 
ners and the greateR Saints. The humble Silence of a 
Heart reſigned to Deſtiny, is a pacifick Sacrifice, aton- 
ing for the greateſt Sins, attracting choiceſt Favours, 
Smiles and Benedictions from the Eternal. This is 
the Diſcipline of ſacred Love, the Rule of perfe& Life, 
the ſecret Chart of the Elect, whereby they ſteer their 
Courſe to Paradi/e. | 

Which of the Prophets was a formal Bead/man, to 
number out his Oraiſons at Finger's-End, and offer up 
toGod a ſhort and vain Retail of Words, in recompence 
of infinite Bounties paſt, and in hopes of more to 
come ? Ss | 

When Mahomet was purſued by cruel Infidels and 
forced to make the Wilderneſs his Sanctuary, and hide 
himſelf within the Hollow of an aged Oak, he did not 
ſeek to amuſe the Eternal with ſtudied Forms of Speech, 
and human Eloquence, or tire the immortal Ears with 2 
religious long Harangue ; as if he thought to enſnare 
the general 1 the Holy One, in Trains of artifi- 
cial and elaborate Language, or catch his more parti- 
cular Indulgence, in a Trap of ſubtle Rhetorick. The 
harmleſs Saint, with Heart and Face compoſed with 
ſelf denying Thoughts and Looks, ſtood like a Statue 
in the bleſſed Ahylum: Whilſt gentle Rivulets of com- 
Paſſionate Tears trilled down his Cheeks, his Soul was 


Pierced with ſacred Pity to his Enemies. He ſighed 


ard wiſhed, in ſhort, whatever blameleſs Piety could 
ſuggeſt 
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182 LETTERS Writ by Vol. VII. 
ſuggeſt for him and them. Angels immediately carried 
the Prophetick Vows te Heaven. His ſilent paſſionate 
Prayer was heard. 'The cruel Perſecutors blinded with 
impious Fury, ruſhed into the Deſart; they ſpread 
themſelves abroad and rode at large: One Traytor 
ſpurred his Horſe through thickeſt Webs of low-en. 
tangled Thorns and Underwoods, greedy of the Royal 
and Majeſtick Prey, whilſt others took the open Paths, 
hoping to overtake the Prophet on the Flight. They 
ſeemed to ſwim, or fly rather than ride, ſuch was the 
Swiftneſs of their Courſe, fierce was the Cry, re-eccho. 
ed from the Hollows of the Rocks and Valleys, 
(Mecca, for the Head of Mahomet.) Some ſtumbled at 
the out-creping Roots of Trees, and broke a Leg or an 
Arm, by a precipitate Fall from off their Beaſts ; whilſt 
others had their Eyes ſtruck blind by interfering 
T'wigs. One had his Turbant rudely bruſhed off, and 
Scalp ſeverely ſhaved, by broken Stumps of Bonghs, 
and Rows of knotty Branches, placed and bent down 
by Fate, on purpoſe to avenge the Apoſtle's Cauſe 
on ſuch a Miſcreant as this. Another could not 
curb his Horſe from jumping down into a deep Quarry, 
digged in the midſt of the Wood, where the proud 
Heretick daſhed his Skull and Brains upon the Mar- 
ble Pavement at the Bottom. So ſenſible and vindic- 
tive are inanimate Creatures, when a good Man, 
a Saint, a Friend of God is wronged. The very 
Stocks and Stones, and all the Elements are touched 
with ſacred Sympathies at ſuch a Time, The Frame 
of Nature feels ſtrange tender Paſſions, Fits and Qualm. 
of amorous Regard. And God himſelf, if I may (ol ha 
expreſs my ſelf, is rouzed as from a Trance, and ſnatch- Bi of 
ing up the Power and Wrath, runs like a Champion to Er 
defend the Cauſe of injured Innocence. - | 
But ] forget that I am writing a Letter, and there- WM dir 
fore ought to be brief. Beſides, what I have ſaid 1M na 
ſufficient to convince thee, that I have an Idea of Re- ] 
ligion, far different from that which the Caſuiſts, whe-Wl fer 
ther Muſulmans or Chriſtians, would imprint in Men“ 


be. 
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Minds. 
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If thou canſt not think as I do, I condemn thee not. 
Uſe thy native Freedom ; but remember, that though 
Mens Reaſons and Opinions vary as do their Faces ; 

t Truth is homogeneous, uniform, and ever of the ſame 


— 


Complexion, in all Ages and Nations. 


Paris, 1/ of the 24 Moon, 
of the Year 1672. 


1 
0 theKiamacham | 


AHE King of France has lately made a League 
T- with the King of Erg/and. Whereupon the 
People, by way of Proverb, ſay, that Mars and Jupiter 
are now in Conjunction: Reflecting thereby, on the dif- 
ferent Temper of theſe two Princes. The one debon- 
ar and - jovial, exceſſively addicted to Women and 
Wine, yet not forgetting or declining martial Affairs, 
when his Honour or Intereſt invites him to take up 
arms: The other ſeeming wholly taken up with the 
Thoughts of Conqueſt, and enlarging his Dominions ; 
yet ſparing ſome time for the Enjoyment of himſelf, 
and Proſecution of his Amours. | 

However, both of them now have proclaimed open 
War againſt the Hollanders, by Sea and Land. The 
King of Sweden, who was before an Aliy of the Datch, 
has of late declared himſelf a Neuter. And the Biſhop 
of Munſter, who is one of the Electors of the German 
Empire, is engaged in the French Intereſt. 

Thus are ſome of the Princes and States in Europe 
divided already; and God knows how far the Breach 
may extend in time. PIE = ES 

It is not altogether unworthy of Remark, what dif- 
ferent FaQions there were of late amongſt the Hol- 
anders themſelves, though a Republich, - pretending to 


2 greater and. faſter. Union of Intereſts than what can 


be found in any Monarchy. Yet this Common-wealth 


was 
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184 LETTERS Writ by Vol. Vi. 
was rent into three ſeveral Parties. Whereof one was 
headed by the Prince of Orange ; the other of Joln d 
Mit, and the third was compaſed of the Commons, with. 
out any Chief of note. FFV 
I will not trouble thee with a Character of the Prince 
of Orange: He is already known by Fame at the dn. 
Hime Porte. As to Fchn de Wit, J can give no other 
Account at preſent, but that he was a Perſon, whom 
Fortune ſrad rrarfed-to-fuch an Eminence in the Comm. 
abealth, as made him the Prince of Oranges Rival, and 
Competitor for the Supremacy. Therefore he ſought 
to exclude him from all Employments and Offices of 
Truſt, that he might eſtabliſhhimſelfan his Place. 
The third Party, whom we may call Republicans, were 
of Opinion, That it was not fir the -Honvur of the 
Commoncealth to acknowledge any Head ; judging that 
the Eftabliſhment-or Excluſion, the Riſe or Fall of the 
Prince, or De Hit, ought to be a thing indifferent to 
the States, In regard the Commonwealth-appeared in 
their Sight ſufficient to flouriſh, under the Protection of 
her own Arms and Riches, without having any need 
of either the Prince of Oranges Aſſiſtance, or De Vit; 
However, notwithſtanding theſe Animoſities of the 
Hellanders among themſelves; as ſoon as they found 
themſelves engaged in a War with two ſuch potent 
Monarchs, they all unanimouſly choſe the Prince 
Orange as General of their Army: Remembring the 
famous Actions of his Fathers, the Princes of the 
Houſe of Naſſau, by whoſe Valour and Conduct they 
had gained and conſerved-their Liberties. On the o- int 
ther Side, De Vit having rendered himſelf odious to the 
the Vulgar, was by them torn in Pieces; Such a Deſ- 
tiny oft happening to thoſe who aſpire to raiſe them - vit 
ſelves by unlawful Methods, and who are ambitious to vit 
be the Ringleaders of a Faction. S Bi 
The French call the Prinee of Orange a General fec 
without an Army; in regard the Hollanders being a A 
yet only upon the Defenſive, and their Towns want. 
ang ſtrong Garriſons, their Soldiers are all diſpoſed 
0 
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of this way, ſo that there is little or no Appearance of 
1 Field Army. | | 
This is certain, the King of France is the moſt gal- 
[ant Prince in Europe. He paſſes from Divertiſements 
to the Toils of the War ; and from the Campaign re- 
turns to his Pleaſures again. Thus it is difficult to di- 
ſünguiſn between his Labours and Recreations ; his 
Pleaſures and his Buſineſs. They ſeem to be ſo near of 
kin ; that he takes equal Pleaſure in both. 

It was but a little before the firſt Appearances of 
this War, that he and his Queen were revelling in the 
Gardens of Chantilly, where a Royal Entertainment was 
prepared for them by Night. The Court attended 
them thither ; and there the Roman Luxury was ſeen in 
Royal Miniature. As ſoon as the Gates were opened, 
there appeared an artificial Day ; fo light was the Place 
made with Flambeaus and Lamps : Which being well 
placed among the Trees with other refined Illumina- 
tions; adorned with Chaplets of Flowers, which pre- 
ſented the Eye with a pleafing Medley of Colours in- 
terſperſed with. Oranges, Citrons, and other agreeable 
Fruits, tranſported the Company with exquiſite De- 
lights. All together pretty well reſembled a Foreſt 
na Chamber: For the Walls not being far from the 


Place where the King ſat, were h _Arras, 
vith a Multitude of Lights burning near the * 
ings: And there was a Spring of Water in the Midd 


of the Garden, raiſing itſelf after a wonderful Manner 
into the Form of a high Pyramid; and falling again 
into three Baſons of Marble ſucceſſively, from one to 
the other, made a pleaſant Spectacle to the Courtiers. 
Then a moſt magnificent Collation was ſerved up 
with vocal and inſtrumental Muſick, ſo ſoft and fine, 
wth a ſudden Dew cooling the Air, which had a 
smell like Sweet-Bryars, as rendered the Place a per- 


Qt Paradiſe. After which followed the King's Sup- 


* far ſurpaſſing the other Banquet in all manner of 
elicacy and Politeneſs, as well as the ſtupendous 
Abundance of Diſhes. When Supper was ended, 
they were entertained with a Show of ſomething ad- 
mirabie and new in Fire-works. But though it = 

i . > 0 
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o to them, I will not trouble thee with a De. 
| ſcription of it; fince thou haſt ſeen a far finer and 


more coſtly at Conſtantinople, or where-ever the great 


Sultan kept his Reſidence at the Time of a' Dunalna, 

After this, the King went to ſee the New Fortiflca. 
tions. of Dunkirk, which he had ordered not long be. 
fore. And in a little time followed this Declaration of 
Mar againſt Holland. / 

So things go in a Circle from War to Peace; from 
Peace to War again. However, thou wilt the' better 
know by what I have ſaid, how to comport thy ſelf, 
in caſe of any Difference between the Engli/h, French, 
and Follanders at the Sublime Porte. Gov. inſpire thee. 
with a Ciimacterical Wiſdom, to adjuſt all Difficultic 
irn their ſtated Periods, 8 Ta 


Paris; 26th of the za Moon, 
of the Year 1672: 


— ce. 8 


Iv. 
To Cara Hali, Phyſician to the Grand Signior. 


HOU haſt borne with a thouſand Impertinencies 

in my Letters; and I know not whether what] 
am going to write, will deſerve a better Character. 
However; L feel a Spirit within me, checking my ſtu- 
pid Mind, in that I was not before ſenſible of my Er- 
ror, but muſt make fo late a Recantation. It is im- 
poſſible for me to reflect on the vain and trifling Sub- 
jects I have all along entertained thee with, and not 
bluſh at ſo grand an Over-ſight ; ſince I then ſeemed 
not ſo much as to regard thy Knowledge and Practice 
in Medicines, which has exalted thee to the Honour of 
being placed in the Front of thoſe who take care of 
the Grand Segnior's Health. Much leſs did 1 preſent 
thee with Matters ſuitable to thy more .interior _— 
ge 


——_ 
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doe, and that hidden Wiſdom, which deſervedly. 
ranks thee among the moſt perfect and accompliſhed. 
Mortals. 1 | e 
In ancient Time, Theology and Phy/ick were counted 
ea. Carnces of ſuch a near Relation and mutual Depen- 
be- (dance, that one could not ſubſiſt without the other. By 
F h/ they meant the general Science of Nature, other- 
wie termed Magick : Which comprehended under it 
om lic Knowledge of the Heavens, the Elements, and every 
ter I keing within their vaſt Circumference : The Motions: 
elf, cf u, Moon, and Stars, their various Apes, Influences 
1, nd Dominions in this lower World: The Nature of 
the Vindt and Meteors, with their Effects; the Virtues 
of all Plants, and liuing Creatures; as alſo of inſen- 
ble Things,. the. Metals, Minerals, and other Subſtances 
found both. on the Surface of the Earth, within its 
Concave, and in the Sea. : | 
Such as thoſe of old, were Appolonius Thyanzus, with 
the Magi of Perfa and Chaldza. Such as Hierarchas 
mong the Brachmans ; Teſpion the Gymnoſephift ; Budde 
the Babylonian ; Numa Pompilius at Rome; Zamolxi- 
u of Thrace ; Abbaris the Hyperborean ; Hermes Triſ- 
ius of Egypt, Zoroaſter the Son of- OO King 
i Badtria; Evantes an Arabian King; Zacharias, a 
Babylonian ; Foſeph, a Hebrew: With many others of 
7 iiferent Nations; as Zenotenus, Kirrannides, Almadal, 
Ie ſhetel, Alchind, Abel, Ptolemy, Geber, Zabel, Nazabarub, 
ſebiti Aerith, Solomon, Aſtrophon, Hipparchus, Alcmeon, 
&. And of later Date, Albertus, ſurnamed the Great, 


r- drnldus de Villa Nova, Cardan, Raymund Lullius.: With 
b. few more not worth the Naming. 


Theſe contemplated the ſecret Force and Virtue of 
eeleſtial and ſublunary Things; the hidden Sympathy 
between them and the myſterious Powers of Nature. 
Then having by a curious and painful Scrutiny traced 
(ut the true Genealogies of Things, caſt their Nativi- 
tes, and diſcovered all their Kindred, Allies, Friends 
ad Enemies; knew by applying in due Seaſon Actiwes 
v proper Paſſiues, how to produce Effects appearing 
lupendous Prodigies to the Vulgar, and no leſs than 
| | | | . Miracles: 
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learned to hiſs: and Birds of the ſame Metal with other 
Helps, out- vied the Nightingales and Thruſhes in their 
elody. | 3 

2 will not omit the execrable Praftices of Necromar- 
en, or ſuch as invecate the Dead-; and with-nefandous 
Ceremonies, Rites and Sacrifices, call to aid Infernal 
Spirits; bind them in Cryſtals, or ſome other Vehicle; 
and then adore them as the ancient Roman, did their 
Lares and Penaten. Theſe are the Oracles which the 

conſult in all Emergencies; and by their Help, war 

Wonders in the World, foretel Things future, and re- 
mug real the moſt remote and hidden Secrets, whether paſt, 
or preſent. Nor is this a Fable, or an Old-Wife's 


vi rale; for unleſs the experienced Nations of the Earth 
DO d found ſome real Evils from Wizards, Magicians 
no ind Witches; they would nat have made ſo ſevere 
rec Laws againſt them, as to aim at their Extermination 
eve from the Earth. 2 | | 
0:10 Neither need we admire, that Women are as much 
3 zddicted to theſe curſed Vanities as Men; ſince they 
rc naturally more inquiſitive into Secrets, and leſs cau- - 
bos of being impoſed upon: They are prone to Su- 
* perſtition; and from their Infancy, bred up to obſerve 
hs heir Dreams, their Moles, and other Marks upon their 
F © fi bodies. They.covet all the Depth of Palmiſtry and 
* thyſiognomy ; beſides a thouſand other little Follies. 
"fl [fthey mect a Man in the Street at firſt going out, 
be they are encouraged, and take it for a Sign of their 
* food Fortune. But if one of their own Sex encoun- 
row (0 them, they curſe the undeſigning Female, and re- 
turn home again. They obſerve fatal Days and Nights, 
* add certain critical Hours, wherein they try Experi- 
„o nents to know their future Huſbands. They brew en- 
S i danting Philters for their Lovers, and intoxicate them 


wh Liquors, wherein young human Cupias have been 
oiled with Herbs, as powerful to effect their With, as 
tioſe that Circe or Medea knew. In ſhort, there is no 


E becies of Sortilegy, or Divination, which vain and 
e dung Maidens are not practiſed in: Which bas. a fair 
„ biſppoſition, or Introduction, to the blackeſt Kind of 
- Magick, _ | . | = 


But 
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But bleſſed are they, O Pious and moſt Learned Hl 
who being profoundly ſkilled, and daily converſant j 
the Science of Nature, have never tainted themſely, 
by any unlawful Commerce with Spirits Unclean, I. 
fernal, and Enemies to God. They are Divine M 
gicians, having Celeſtial Characters, the hidden Na 
Sf. God imprinted on their Souls, whereby they are ab 
to attract the Angels, and make the higheſt Spir 
obey him. | po nos on 

Hali, God grant that thou mayeſt be one of th 
' Venerable and Happy Number. Farewel. 


Paris 56h of the 41h Moon, 
of the Year, 1672. 


LETTER VL 


To Orchan Cabet, Student of the Science 
aud Penſioner to the Grand Signior. 


T. has been a long Time ſince the Chriſtians ha 


openly publiſhed Libels againſt our Holy Lawęirq f 

and the Book which he received from the Hands t 
Gabriel, one of the chief Princes of Heaven : They { 
firm for an undoubted Truth, that Mahomet himſ o 
compoſed that Volume of Light, by the Help of MM i: 
torius a Chriſtian Monk, and Abdalla a Few : And i t 

iũt is but an Artificial Medley, a Hotch-potch, or Gol th 
. maufry of Pagan, Fewiſh and Chriſtian Principle y 
cunningly ſuited and blended together, in order tog ar 
Proſelytes of all Religions. of 
I proteſt by the Veneration I owe to the Eternal ; 
of Heaven, that I really believe the Alcoran to be 7, 
Divine Original. Such is the inimitable Elegance WF 


the Stile, the Brightneſs and Force of its Reaſons 4 af 
Arguments, the wonderful and charming Contextur 7, 
Things Hiforical, Moral and Diwine ; that all Wil of 
Writings in the World beſide, ſeem to be flat and ii ſio 


pid, compared with this Sacred and Stupendous 


Pd 
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to anſwer the Accuſation of the Nazareens, becauſe I 


took to refute theſe Calumnies : Which makes me apt 
to think, there is none ſuch extant. For I have made 
diligent Enquiry, diſcourſed with ſeveral learned Doc- 
tors of our Law: but can gain no Satisfaction in 
mat Point. 


how the Meſſenger of God had been traduced hy the 
Chriſtians; or if they knew it, yet they diſdained to 
anſwer ſuch malicious Lies. And as for theſe modern 
Times, the Zeal of Religion 1s grown too cool among 
the true Believers. Every one is carried away with 
Self-Love, whilſt no Man will be at the Pains to de- 
fend the Truth, or manifeſt the Errors of our Ene- 
mies. Beſides, it is now impoſſible to diſprove what 
they ſay concerning Neſforius and Aodalia; unleſs we 
could produce Authors of unqueſtionable Authority, 
nc who lived in Mahomet's Time, and ſo could give a 


[, 


after them. _ | 

However, if we conſult common Reaſon, we ſhill 
find it very improbable, That three Men of ſuch con- 
trary Principles, as a Few, a Chriſtian, and a Pagan, 
ſhould all voluntarily agree and jump in one Deſign 
of brewing their ſeveral Religions together, and draw- 
ing.ſuch an Extract from them as could ſuit with nei- 
ther of their Parties ſingly, and was like to have all of 
them together for its Enemies and Perſecutors : There 
was no Ground for them to expe& the Converſion of 


nds 


of Mary, to be the True Maſſias, the Word and Breath 
Preacher of Heavenly Doctrine, and Exemplary Pattern 


| affirming that he A/cended into Paradiſe. Whereas the 


xtureſ Jes call him an Execrable Impoſtor, Magician, Seducer - 
all of the Nations; and finally, by way of extreme Deri- 
and - lion, they term him the Man that vas hanged on a Tree. 
ous 1 * 


Neither 


4:4 of Wiſdom. Yet I muſt confeſs, I know not how 


have never read any Mufſulman Treatiſe, that under- 


Perhaps, our Fathers in former:Ages, were ignorant 
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more exact Account of his Life, than thoſe that came 


any Fewws, ſo long as the Alcoran aſſerts Jeſus, the San 
F God, Worker of Miracles, Healer of Diſeaſes, 
if a perfe Life ; denying that he was Crucified, but 
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Neither was the Alcoran like to find any better En- 
tertainment among the Chri/tians, for this laſt Reaſon; 
in that it denies the Crucifixion of the Meas, which 
is the Baſis whereon all the Superſtructure of their 
Religion is built: It is the Angular Stone of Cr, 
tianity, Beſides, they could never be reconciled to 
Polygamy, Circumciſion, aboliſhing of Images and 
Pictures; nor to a great many other Things which the 
 Muſjulman-Law enjoins. Eſpecially they could never 
brook the Denial of the Trinity. „„ 
And for the ſame Reaſon, this ſuppoſed, patched 
Form of Religion would have been as litile welcome 
to the Gentiles, in that it took from them the Multi. 
tude of their Gods, and aſſerted the Unity of the Di. 
vine Eſſence. So that all Circumſtances being weigh. 
ed, it appears that the Alcoran, ſince it has ſuch Suc- 
ceſs in the World, could not be forged by thoſe Thrce 
nor compoſed by any human Pen ; but is of divine 


Original. Beſides, had there been ſuch a Triumvi 
rate known in the Caſe, the Core&i's of Mecca, and 
other Mortal Enemies of Mabomet and his Doctrine, 
would not have ſpared to upbraid him with it: Audi 
if they were not known to the Hrabians who were cen? 
verſant with him, how came the Chiſtians to be infornM * 
ed of this private Cabal, who were altogether Stran . 
a 


gers to Mahomet at that time. 
Conſider well theſe Things, and thou wilt have nc 
reaſon to give credit to the Calumnies and lying Af 
perſions caſt on the Apo/tle of God, by Unbelicvers ; but 
being more and more confirmed in the Undefilec 
Faith, wilt glorify God, who has guided thee in the 
right Way, and not into the Way of Infdeli, and thok 
with whom he is diſpleaſcd. 
Orchan, as thou art endued with great Learning, 
counſel thee to employ it in defending the Cauſe 0 
the Prophet, who could neither write nor read. 


Paris, 15th of the 6th Moon, 
' of the Year 1672. 


LETTER VII. 


70 Hamet, Reis Effendi, Principal Secretary 
of the Ottoman Empire. | 


FRE has been hot Work this Summer in the 


and large Conqueſts on the Hollanders, that they have 


Number of their Towns fallen into their Enemies 
Hands. | 


Rees, Emmerick, and many other Places. Yet this Suc- 
ceſs was allayed with the Death of the Duke of Longue- 
ville, who fell a Victim, either to his Dullneſs or Te- 
merity, in not hearing or not receiving the Cries of 
the Enemy, who demanded Quarter as the French were 
paſſing the Rhine. He was ſhot with a Muſket-bullet : 


eſcaped ; for they were both jointly engaged in the 
ſame Action. | 

The Death of this Prince is much lamented, not only 
by thoſe of his Family, but by the whole Court and 
City, as being in the Flower of his Time, having ſig- 
nalized his Valour at the Siege of Candi, the Conqueſt 


And they diſcourſe, as if he had been deſigned to ſtand 
Candidate for the Poliſß Crown. | 

I am the more particular in this Relation, becauſe 
the Enterprize of the French King in paſling the Rhine, 
is looked upon as one of the moſt hardy and bold, that 


ever was taken in Hand. In all the Hiſtories of theſe 


Parts, there is not one Example of ſo ſurprizing an 
Expedition. And the Succeſs anſwered their Expecta- 

tions: For the Hollanders were extremely daunted and 

E TW fifheartned by the News of theſe Exploits. In a lit- 
le Time Arnbeim Nimeguen, were reduced to the King's 
Vo I. VI. K Obedience; 
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Wefl. The King of France has made ſuch ſwift 


hardly had Time to conſider their Loſſes, and the 


* It always falls out ſo, when this Monarch goes in 
8 perſon to the Campaign, as he did this Vear. In a very 
little Time he took Burich, Or/ay, Rimberg, Vexel, 


And the Duke of Enguien, his Couſin, very narrowly 


of the Frenche-Compte, and other warlike Expeditions. 


. 7 
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Obedience; with the Fort of Sin, and Towns of 
D'Oeſburg, Bomel, Zutphen ; Deventer, the Metropolis of 
a Province, with Weifet, Tongres, Maſeich,  Dortemain, 
Elbourg, Woorden, Arnheim, another Capital City, with 
many more Places, too tedious to be rehearſed. | 
In a word, ſuch are his expeditious. Marches, his 
ſage Counſels, his never-failing Succeſs, that the People 
think it no Flattery to- call him a ſecond Alexander the 
Great, Tamerlane, Scanderberg, Scipio, Hannibal; and all 
the great heroick Names in the World. | 
| To ſpeak the Truth, the King of France hath all 
along made an illuſtrious Figure in the World. And 
their famous Exploits in War, with their heroick | 
Actions in Time of Peace, afford ſufficient Matter for 
the higheſt Panegyricks, without an Occaſion of Hyper- 

| boles. Which made one of the Roman Muftis in a Let- 
ter to the King of France, thus expreſs himſelf : * By 
© how much the Royal Dignity tranſcends the State of 

- © other Men, ſo far is the Monarchy of Fance exalted 
above all the Kingdoms in the World.“ Pope Urban 


| 
IV. ſaid, That the King of France was as the Morning c 
Star in the Firmament of Princes; brighter than all r 
other Kings, a perfect God on Earth. It is aſſerted by n. 
another Author, That by the King of France's Sha- 7 
dow, the whole World is ruled. And ſuch was the en 
Eſteem which Pope Clement had for this Monarchy, le. 
that he granted a hundred Days Indulgence to every er 
one that prayed for the King of France ; to which Pope ch 
Innocent IV. added Ten Days more. pr 
It is a Maxim in the Saligue Law, That the King 
of France never dies. But this indeed is altogether a5 X! 
true in Spain, Great-Britain, and other Hereditary Ring- im 
doms, till the Succeſſion fails. For then it degeneratesM tha 
to an Elective Monarchy, or otherwiſe into Ariſto- bre 
cracy; or laſt of all into Democracy, or a Republick. ; 
But France is yet free from theſe painted Forms of dar 
Slavery. Her Kings are maſculine and vigorous Wl affe 
her Queens chaſte and fruitful. There never wants al the, 
Heir apparent to the Crown. And this ſecures til 
Par: 


Nation from a thouſand Calamities, which attend E 


lective 
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f letive Monarchies, and more popular Forms of Go- 
f vernment. | | 
, What Injuſtices, Cruelties, Maſſacres, and all man- 
h ner of publick Grievances were complained of in Rome, 
after Claudius Cæſar had bought the Empire of his Sol- 
is diers? What Bickerings between the Senate, the Peo- 
le ple, and the Armies? Each Party would have an Em- 
de peror of their own chuſing; one Province was emulous 
all of another : So that ſometimes there have been twenty 
or thirty Emperors together, all claiming the Sove- 
Il reignty. And when there were but two, ſuch was 


nd the obſtinate and ſtroug Diſpute between them, that 
ck they have been forced to ſhare the Empire equally, 
or as the only Means to prevent its utter Diſſolution. 
r- Hence ſprung the firſt Inſtitution of Colleagues in the 
et- Empire. And this was the Root of thoſe Factions and 
By Diviſions, which increaſing and growing up with 
of Time, branched forth into ſmaller Schiſms; tiil at 
ted length, by Ambition of ſome, the Misfortune or Care- 
ban leſneſs.of others, or at leaſt their want of Power and 
ins Courage; that the mighty Empire was cantonized, 
all rent in Pieces, and dwindled into that narrow Domi- 
by nion which it now poſſeſſes under the Tutelage of the 
ha- Hoſe of Auſtria. And there appear no Hopes of its 
the WW ever being reſtored again to its priſtine Grandeur, un- 
hy, WW leſs the Bourbons, wit their growing Fortune, ſhall 
crown the Eagle with a Chaplet of Flowwer-de-Lys's, and 
change the Seat of the Weflern Monarchy, from im- 
proſperous Vienna to all-conquering Paris. 5 

In a word Henry IV. began the Deſign; Lea! 
XIII. carried it on, and this preſent King has ſo far 
improved it, by his matchleſs Fortune and Courage, 
that in all probability, this or the next Age will ſee it 
brought to Perfection. 

Accompliſhed Miniſter, I bow my ſelf with abun- 
dance of interior Veneration, to the Duſt of thy Feet: I - 
affectionately kiſs the Border of thy Robe, and bid 
tice a devout Adieu. EOF 58 


Paris, 14th of the 8th Moon, | 
P the Tear 1672, Et x. 
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: Er 
To William Voſpel, a Recluſe of Auſtria. 


. Y Letters make me very reſtleſs and inquiſi 
tive; they awaken new Doubts and Scruples 

in my Breaſt, inſtead of removing or ſatisfying the old 
ones. Freſh Queries ſtart in my Mind; and the more 
thou laboureſt to faſten me in thy narrow Superſtition 

and bigotted Zeal for the Infallibility of the Pope and 
the Roman Church, the looſer I grow. My Soul is like 

a wild Colt in the Wilderneſs, that toſſes up his Head, 
ſnuffs the Air in Indignation, and ſcorning the Bridle 

of Servitude, neighs for Joy at his native Liberty, 
ſcampering at large through the folitary Waſte ; nor Wl © 
can he be wheedled by human Craft, to loſe his be- 
loved Freedom, or change it for a tame Captivity. 

T have revolved: in my Mind the Ages that are paſt, 
and the Years of untraceable Origin. I have eximin- 
ed the Times and Seaſons of the World, recorded in 
Hiſtory ; from Adam to Moſes, from Moſes to Feſus, and 
from Jeſus to the preſent Days wherein we live. After 
all, I find that the Memoirs of former Tranſactions are 
covei ed with great Darkneſs ; yet there are not wanting 
ſome Glimmerings of Light, to direct a diligent Mind, 
and impartial Lover of Truth. 

Jeſus the Son of Mary, was of the Stock of Abraban. 
Jaac, and Jacob. He was educated in the Law of 
Moſes, which he obſerved in all Things to a Tittle: 
And in his Life-time he ſaid, Think not that I come to 
deſtroy the Law but to perfect it. His Apoſtles obſerv- 
ed the ſame Rule, and in all Things were ſtrict Ob- 
ſervers of the ſtated Precepts. So were the Primitive 


Chriſtians, even to the keeping of the Jeawi/h Sabbath; bir 
beſides the firſt Day of the Week appointed for the ef 
publick Celebration of their own My/teries. They ab- Me 


ſtained from Blood, and from Things ſtrangled, and 
from all unclean Meats, and ſuch as were ſacrificed 
to Idols. They had no [mages or Pjdures in their 
f EY | An A Churches, 
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Churches, Chapels, or Oratories. In fine, they obſerv- 


ed all the neceſſary Purifications, and adored One God 
with Unity of Heart, and lively Faith and good Works. 
Whereas thou ſeeſt, the preſent Roman Church follows 
quite contrary Maxims. They give the Lye to our 
Lord's own Declaration; and poſitively ſay, that he 
came on purpoſe to aboliſh the Law, and introduce an 
Univerſal Liberty; that we may now as freely ban- 
quet on the Blood of ſlain Beaſts, as on the Milk of 
the Living; and eat of Swines Flz/b, and other abo- 
minable Food, with as little Detriment to our Souls, as 
on the Fleſh of Lambs, or other clean Creatures al- 
lowed by the Law of God. How can this hang to- 
gether, or be credited by any Rational Man? It is no 
wonder there are ſo many Libertines and Atheifts in the 
World, when they find Chriſtianity to be a meer Heap 
of palpable Contradictions. 

To this thou wilt anſwer, according to the common 


Rules of D:wines, that during the Primitive Times, the 
Apoſtles, and all other Chriftians, obſerved the Law 


of Moſes, for fear of giving Scandal to the Jesus, of 
whom great Numbers were converted to the Chriſtian 
Faith, when they ſaw that the Followers of Fe/us did 
not deviate from the Inſtitutions of the Seniors, the Sta- 
tutes of the Houſe of Jacob: But that afterwards, when 


the Goſpel was preached far and wide on the Face of 


the Earth, and that many of the Gentile Nations were 
brought over to the Church ; it was no longer neceſ- 
ary, for the Sake of ſo contemptible a People as the 
Jews, to ſcandalize all the reſt of the World, and im- 
poſe on them a Yoke which they were not accuſtomed 
to bear; and which would tempt them to ſhake off 
Cbriſtianity it ſelf, rather than ſubmit to ſo intolerable 
a Burthen: Therefore the Church, to facilitate as 
much as in her lay, the Converſion of the Roman Em- 


pire, which then extended it ſelf over the greateſt Part 


of the Earth; accomodated her Injunctions, Precepts, 
Manners, and Ceremonies of Religion, to the preſent 
Humour and Mode of thoſe Times. And whereas 


tie Gentiles eat of all Meats indifferent; ſo they were 


taught, that this was agreeable to the Will of our Lord 
K 3 Foſs 
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Jeſus, who came to reſcue Men from the Slavery and 
Bondage of Me/aick Superſtitions. | 
Buy the very ſame Rule they introduced the Uſage of 

Images and Pictures in their Churches: And the Veſt. 

ments of the Priefts, the Ornaments of the Altar, the 
Tapers, Lamps, Incenſe, Flower-pots, and other Re. 
ligious Gaieties, were faſhioned according to the Pat- 
terns they received from the Prieſts of Jupiter, tolls, 
Venus, Diana, and the reſt of the Heathen Deities. Henge 
the Feſtivals of the Gods and Goddeſſes were turned to 
Holy-Days of Saints: And Temples before conſe- 
crated to the Sun, Moon, and Stars, were afreſh dedi- 
, cated the Apoſtles and Martyrs. Thus the very Pan- 
' theen it {elf in Rome, or Temple of all the Gods, in Pro- 
ceſs of Time, by an Eccleſiaſtical Dexterity, was con- 
verted to the Church of All- Saints. In a Word, Chri/ 
tianity in all Things ſeemed no other than Gentiliſn 
in Diſguiſe. And it muſt be thought a Pious Fraud, 
thus to wheedle ſo many Millions of Sinners into 
the Boſom of the Church, whether they would or 
no. 
O!] Father Villian, doſt not thou bluſh at theſe tri- 
vial Excuſes, for the manifeſt Violation of the Laws of 
Gop? Can Man be wiſer than the Omnipotent? Or 
will he preſume to correct the Ways of him that is per- 
fect in Knowledge? Is the True Religion to be propagat- 
ed by imitating the Iaolatrous Rites of Infidels? Or by 
proſtituting the Sacred Injunctions of Heaven to the 
Caprices of human Policy ? Did ever any wiſe Law- 
giver condeſcend to alter and new model his Laws, to 
humour a peeviſh captious Subject? Would he add 
or diminiſh any Thing for the ſake of gaining a Fac- 
tion or Party ? And can we think, that Gop ever de- 
ſigned, or can be pleaſed to have his Divine Laws 
garbled and mixt with prophane Indulgencies, Dil- 
penſations, and Amendments of Mortals ? As if he had 
been ignorant what he did, when he divulged his Sta- 
tutes, and wanted the Counſel of his Creatures to 
help him out at a dead Lift. 


Was that Tenderneſs to. be only ſhewed to the 2. 
| or 
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for a Time ? And were they for ever afterwards to be 
ſcandalized? In vain does the Church daily pray for 


the Converſion of that People; whilſt by her Doctrines 


and daily Practices, ſhe hardens them more in their In- 
fidelity. The Ethiopian Church is a ſtanding Witneſs 
againſt her to this Day, where the Chri/tians from all 
Antiquity, even from the Times of the Apoſtles, have 
kept that Part of the Law of Moſes, which relates to 
Cleanneſs and Uncleanneſs, and preſcribes the Choice 


we are to make of Meats allowed to be eaten, forbid- 
ding thoſe that are Execrable, and an Abomination. 


Hence it is, that there are more Jews converted to the 
Chriſtian Belief in that Country, than in any other Part 
of the World beſides. ES | 
It was, in my Opinion, to begin at the wrong End, 
thus to negle& the Salvation of the Jeaus, our elder 
Brethren, . whom we received the Oracles of God, 
and run to proſelyte the Gentiles by ſuch prepoſterous 


Methods, as rendered us in a manner as much their 


Converts, as them ours: Since we ſhuffled our Reli- 
gions together at random, and made a Lottery of di- 
vine and human Inſtitutions, exchanging one Species 
of Superſtition and Idolatry for another; bartering Ju- 


piter for Peter, and Mars for Paul ; Venus and her Cu- 


bid, for the Virgin Mary and her Child Fe/us. A God 
for an Apoſtle ; and a Demy- God for a Martyr : Whilſt 
the Law it ſelf, which is the Foundation and main Prop 


of True Religion, lies neglected and trampled under Foot. 


The Chriſtians of the Eaſt ſeem more excuſablethan 
we: For, tho' they are not ſo punctual in obſerving all 
the Niceties of Cleanne/s and Uncleanneſs, Meats, and 
Drinks, &c. as theſe of Ethiopia: Yet they will not taſte 
of Blood, or any Thing flrangled. And their Eccleſi- 
aſticks abſtain from all manner of Fleſh, during the 


whole Courſe of their Lives. They obſerve alſo many 


Purifications, and wholeſome Rules of Life. Whereas. 


we of the Latin Church wallow in all manner of 


Filthineſs like Sui e; and bleſs our ſelves, as if 
we were the only True Catholicks, the Ele& of Gop, 
in the high Road to Heaven. I am at a Lois 
what to think of theſe Things; neither can I ever 

| _ | hope 
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hope to ſee the Jeaus converted, till theſe Offeaces 
are removed. | | | 
There is a Rumour ſpread up and down, of the 
Wandring Few. I ſuppoſe thou haſt heard of ſuch a 
Man. He is now at Aftracan, and preaches every 
where, that there will be a Reformation of Chriſtianity, 
after the Year 1700. That the eus ſhall be converted; 
and all this to be performed by the admirable Gifts of 
an Engliſoman, who ſhall reſtore Truth to its Primitive 
Luftre and Integrity. They ſay, he will cauſe the [mages 
and Pictures to be utterly deſtroyed, and the Law of Mo- 
ſes to be kept, ſo far as relates to Cleanneſs and Un- 
cleanneſs, &c. That in his Days the Temple of Se- 
Jomon ſhall be rebuilt, and the World ſhall put on a 
new Face. — 1 | | 
Father V://am, I would not have thee deſpiſe theſe 
Things, ſince they have been long foretold by Joachim 
the 4bbot, by St. Methodius, by A e the French 
Prophet, and many other eminent Perſons, whoſe Writ- 
ings are extant, and many of their Prediftions are al- 
ready come to paſs. The Roman Church manifeſtly 
ſtands in need of a Reformation: And ſince the Go - 
vernors of it cannot be prevailed on to ſet their Hands 
to fo pious a Work, we know not but God may effect 
it by the Means of a Stranger, ſome obſcure Perſon at 
| Preſent, but whoſe Light may ſhine hereafter through 
'all Generations. 5 1 

Father William, thou wilt pardon the Liberty I take 
in diſcourſing about theſe Things, and remember, that 
it is a Work of Charity to bear with- Impertinencies 
of others. However, I thank God I am out of the 
Purlieu of the Spaniſh Inquiſition. 


Paris, 1/! of the 10th Moon, 
of the Tear 1072. 
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„ L. 


To Codabafrad Cheick, a Man of the 
| Law. | 


Have a Kinſman by Blood, refiding at. Ffiracar, 
I in the Parts of Mu/covy : His Name is /ouf, a Man 
of an ardent Spirit, and active Wit; a great Traveller, 
and one who makes good that Character, by the ſolid 


Remarks he has made on the moſt important 'Things 


in his way, through Ala, 4frich, and Europe. For he 
is not in the Number of. thoſe who come home from 
Foreign Countries, only laden with Vanities and Trifles. 
From him I receive frequent Diſpatches, ſince his 
being ſettled at 4/racan, in Quality of a Merchant; 
where he improves. his Eſtate to great Advantage. en- 
joys the innocent Pleaſures of human Life, without 
ſuffering himſelf to be tainted with the Vices which 


are unprofitable, troubleſome, and bring Seandal to a 


Man's Reputation. For ſome Vices, thou knoweſt, 
paſs into the Predicaments of Virtues, when Intereſt or 
Neceſſity gives an Indulgence. 
There is a mutual Intercourſe between my Couſin 
and me: And among other Letters which he.ſends, I 
received one lately ; wherein he informs me, that ke 


whom they call the Wangring Jew, of whom I have 
made mention formerly in one of my Diſpatches to 


the Sublime Port, is now at 4fracan ; that he preaches 
openly in the Markets, and at the Bourſe or Exchange ; 
not refuſing private Converſation with any that deſire 


There is a great Conflux of People from all Na- 
tions, and of all Religions to that City. He carries 
himſelf with an equal Indifference to every various 
Sect, and they all ſeem mightily taken with his Doc- 
trines. The chief Thing he aims at in all his Diſ- 
courſes is, that there will e're long be an univerfal 
Change of Religion over all the Earth, and that every 

N HE Nation 
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Nation on the Globe ſhall worſhip One Gop, obey the 
Law of Jeſus the Son of Mary, and embrace One 
Faith. When he inſiſts on this, he ſeems to be void of 
all Doubts and Heſitations; ſpeaks magiſterially, like 

a Prophet, who has received a ſure and certain Reve- 


lation of the Thing he foretels. But when any dif. 


pute with him, not in Spirit of Captiouſneſs, but to ſift 
the Truth; he freely condeſcends to anſwer all their 
Objections with ſolid Reaſons, and to convince them 
by their own Principles, that it muſt be ſo. 1 0 
He ſays, That about the Year 1700 of the — 
H gira, the invincible Oſnans ſhall break down the Fen- 
ces of Europe, and ſhall overflow all Chriftendom like a 
mighty Torrent, that has over-topped its Banks. In 
thoſe Days there ſhall be great Deſolation in Hungary, 
Poland, Germany, France, and other Regions of the 
Ne. Only Denmark, Sweden, Muſcouvy, and other 
Countries of the North ſhall remain untouched. But 
above all other Nations, he ſays, /taly will be made a 
perfect Wilderneſs, her Cities laid in Aſhes, her im- 
menſe Wealth plundered and carried away by the 
greedy Tartars, Arabians, and Turks, who will ſpare 
neither Age nor Sex, putting all to the Sword, eſpe- 
. © ially the Ecclefiafticks ; none of which ſhall eſcape the 
publick Vengeance, ſave three Cardinals, ſincere and 
Holy Perſons, who ſhall fly into Eng/and for Sanctuary 
by the Way of the Sea. | | 
That Iſland, he ſays, ſhall become the Refuge of all 
ſuch who can eſcape the Calamities involving the ad- 
jacent Countries. Thither they ſhall flock with their 
Wives and Children, and all their Wealth, when they 
mall hear of the approaching Terrors, the preſent De- | 
' vaſtations, of Italy and the univerſal Conqueſts of the 
O/nans : The King of the Country ſhall receive thoſe 
diſtreſſed Fugitives with open Arms, and ſhall aſſign 
' them certain Portions of Land, where they may build 
' Houſes and Habitations for themſelves and their Fa- 
milies; there being abundance of waſte Ground in 
that Iſland, which they may manure and improve to 
their own and the publick Advantage. _ 
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After this, ſays he, ſhall ariſe a certain Man in ag. 
land from his obſcure Center; a Perſon filled with all 
manner. of Divine Knowledge and Wiſdom, endued 
with the Spirit of Prophecy, of a graceful Aſpect, and 
elegant Speech, of a compoſed Gravity, and calm 
Addreſs ; a Man mild, innocent, temperate, chaſte, 
and merciful above the reſt of human Race. People 
ſhall let their Eyes fall on the Ground, when they meet 
him in the Streets, even before they know what he 1s ; 
overcome by the Luſtre of Modeſty, Grace and Virtue 


which ſhines in his Countenance. A Perſon highly 
beloved of Gop and Man. 


This Man ſhall meet the three fugitive Cardinals in 
an Hour of Deſtiny. ' Then that which lay long ſmo- 
thering, ſhall ſuddenly burſt forth into a Flame. The 
Light of Goo ſhall be diffuſed through his Soul; his 
Heart ſhall be like a Lamp, and his Tongue ſhall ut- 


ter marvellous Things. When he opens his Mouth in 


divulging the Myſteries of Gop, his Words : ſhall be 
like the Sparks of an eternal Fire, kindling Flames of 
Love in the Breaſts of the Hearers. The Cardinals 
ſhall riſe from their Places, and run. to embrace him. 
A Council of the chief Biſhops and Prieſts of the Land- 
ſhall be aſſembled by the King's Order, where the 


three Cardinals alſo ſhall be preſent ; and after mature 


Deliberation, with unanimous Conſent, they ſhall call 
for the Holy Oil of Conſecration, and ſhall anointhim : 
They ſhall proclaim him the great Father, and Patri- 
arch of the Faithful; the Director of ſuch as would 
go to Paradiſe. | v1 | 


He ſhall ſhewthem a new Pattern of the Law of 7e- 
{us the Son of Mary ; or rather the old and true One, 
free from the Corruptions and Errors which have been 
{uperinduced for many Years. Their Hearts ſhall yield 
as to an Oracle, and the King of the Country ſhall ap- - 
prove of their Counſel. So ſhall all thoſe of the No- * 
ble and Vulgar, whoſe good Fate is written in their 
Foreheads. As for the reſt, they ſhall remain in their 
Incredulity.- . 8 HED | 


This holy Perſon ſhall reform the Errors of all the 


and 
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and Pictures, convince the Zews of their Infidelity, 
and chace away the Darkneſs of Superſtition from the 
Earth. He ſhall argue with Reaſons ſo forcible and co- 
nt, ſo clear and — — that none but the wil- 
ully obſtinate will reſiſt the Truth which he divulges, 
or oppoſe his authentick Miſſion. Thoufands ſhall be 
converted by the Dint of his Words, and ten thouſands 


by his Exemplary Life. For he ſhall go up and down 


preaching and doing good Works throughout Great- 
Britain, till the Number of his Proſelytes is compleat. 
Then he ſhall ſend Apoſtles and Meſſengers into Sævede- 
land, Denmark, Muſcovy, and other Parts of Europe, who 
Dall alſo convert an innumerable Multitude to his 
Law. Foreign Princes ſhall ſend their Ambaſſadors to 
the King of Great Britain, and to him ; for he ſhall be 
at the King's Right Hand. They ſhall enter into 
Leagues and Convents, and all the Chriſtian Princes 
ſhall be at Unity. Mighty Armies ſhall be raiſed in 
the Norgb, who ſhall come down and give new Courage 
to the oppreſſed Nazarenes of the Ne. They thall all 
take up Arms, and chace the O/mans back again to 
their own Country, recovering the Wealth which they 
had taken from them. 1 

After this, by an univerſal Agreement of the Chri- 


ſtians, this holy Perſon ſhall be proclaimed the Great 


Paſtor of the Church. A prodigious Army ſhall be ga- 
thered together out of all the Chriſtian Nations, to 
conduct him to the Holy Land, and to crown him in Je- 
ru/alem. They ſhall vanquiſh and exterminate the O/- 


mans out of Palefiine, and all the adjacent Regions. 


Then ſhall Jeruſalem be rebuilt gloriouſly ; and the 
Temple of Solomon with Saphires and Emeralds. That 
City ſhall be the Seat of the Chriftian Mufti's, this 
new Patriarch and his Succeſſors, to the Day of Doom. 
Then ſhall the Eyes of the Fews be opened: They ſhall 
acknowledge Jeſus the Son of Mary, to be the true Me/- 
Aas, whom they have ſo frequently curſed. In a Word, he 
ſays, both Jeaus and Gentiles, People of all Nations, ſhall 


_ reſort to Jeruſalem, or ſend thither their Gifts and Pre- 
ſents, It ſhall become the Miſtreſs of the whole Earth. 


Sage 


„ 
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Sage Cheich, this is the Subſtance of what my Couſin 
Thuf acquaints me with concerning the Wandring Fer, 
and his new Doctrines. The Cenſure of which I leave 
to thee, who haſt a diſcerning Spirit, and art able to di- 
ſtingutſh Truth from an Impoſture. Gov only knows 
what is hid in the Womb of - Futurity. Every Age is 
pregnant, and brings forth ſtrange Events. Yet when 
it is over, all ſounds like a Dream. The World itſelf 
is no better; and I that write this, am but, methinks, 
the Shadow of a Viſion or Trance. I hardly know 
whether I am aſleep or awake whilſt my Pen ſeems to 
move. Therefore, it being very late, I lay it aſide, and 
bid thee adieu: Praying that thou and I may have the 
Happineſs, even in this Life, to taſte the ſweet Slumbers 


of Paradiſe. | 


— 


Paris, 7th of the 12th Mon, Coil 
P the Year 1672. | 5 


LETTER XIII. 


To Hamet, Reis Effendi, Principal Secretary 
of the Ottoman Empire. 


Think all the ſenſible World are inquiſitive into the 
Life of Cardinal Richlieu. He was the Pole-Star of 
Stateſmen, whilſt living: And now he is dead, his Me- 
moirs and Maxims ſerve as a Chart and Compaſs, by 
which the Politicians ſteer their Courſe to avoid the 
Rocks and Shelves which threaten a Kingdom, er Com- 
mon-wealth, both in the Tempeſts of War, and the 

ſerene Calms of Peace. | 
Thou haſt formerly received ſome Remarks from me, 
on the Life of this great Miniſter ; yet I am not ſurpriz- 
ed at the Contents of thy laſt Diſpatch, which require 
a farther Account of him. No body can know too 
much of a Man who was the Miracle of his Time ; and 
not only ſtartled the wiſeſt of Contemporaries, by his 
. * 
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ee eee Actions; but has puzzled all that ſurvive 
im, to trace his Footſteps. 6 95 

Undoubtedly, France owes to his Conduct all her pre- 
ſent Grandeur, with the Hopes ſhe has of increaſing it. 
To him ſhe is indebted for her Conqueſts in Flanders, 
Sicily, Catalonia, . Piedmont, and the German Frontiers. 
It was he firſt taught her the compleat Way to humble 

| - her inſolent Neighbours, and to ſuppreſs her rebellious: 
Domeſticks. He much abated the troubleſome Weight 
of a Crown, and made it fit lighter on the Head of 
Lewis XIII. Whilſt Cardinal Mazarini, his Succeſſor 
in the Prime Miniſtry, acting by the ſame Principles, 
rendered it as ſoft and eaſy to the preſent King, as the 
Grand Signior's Turbant. In a word, through the Effi- 
cacy of Richlieu's Politicks, Lewis XIV. is become the 

, moſt abſolute Monarch in Chri/tendom. For he either 

undermines or over-reaches his Enemies, by ſpecious 
Treaties of Peace, where he is ſure to have the better 
on it ; or he runs them down with the Force of War, 
To conclude, he has a long Head, and a long Sword, 
which all will confeſs that have to do with him. And 
this is the pure Reſult of Rzchliex's Memoirs. 

Yet after all, that Miniſter had his blind Side too as 
well as other Mortals. Publick Virtues, - and private 
Vices ; ſtate Perfections, and Perſonal Frailties. He 
ſerved his Maſter with .Zeal aud Fidelity, with a Wil- 
dom and Courage, difficult to be matched; but he ſerv- 
ed himſelf after the common Manner of Men. He in- 
dulged his favourite Paſſions, which were Love, Jea- 
louſy, and Revenge. de of RE 

There is a Letter of mine regiſtered in the Archives 
of the Sacred Porte, wherein I mentioned a particular 
Amour of this great Pre/ate. Beſides that, he had ſe- 
veral Intrigues with the Dutcheſs of E/beuf, the Coun- 
teſs of Soiſſons, and other Ladies of Prime Quality. Nay, 7 
there are not wanting ſuch as confidently report, that he WW inp 
had two Children by one of his own Nieces. And he 
| Verſes were ſpread about on that Subject. caſ 
As he cheriſhed this ſoft Inclination to Women, ſo he 
was naturally jealous of all Rivals, whether of his Love 
| . | | Of 
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or Intereſt. He would never ſuffer any Man to live, 
whom he once ſuſpected to be in a Capacity, and to 

make the ſmalleſt Advantage to thwart his Deſigns. 


207 


For this Reaſon, he gave the moſt conſiderable mili- 
tary Offices, both by Sea and Land, te Eccleſiaſticks, 


who depended on him; which occaſioned a certain 


waggiſh Poet to paſs this Jeſt on the Publick Admini- 


0 


ſtration: 


Un Archeveque eft Admiral. 
Un Gros Eveque eſt Corporal. 
Un Prelat Prefident aux Frontieres, 
Un Autre à des Troupes guerrieres. 
Un Capuchin penſe au Cumbat, 
Un Cardinal à des Soldat, 
Un autre eft Generaliſſime ; 
France je croy qu'icy bas 
Ton Egliſe ſi Magnanime, 
Milite & ne triomphe pas. 


Reflecting hereby on the Archbiſhop of Bourdeaux, the 
Biſhop of Chartres, the Biſhop of Nantes, the Biſhop 
of Mande, Father Foſeph a Friar, Cardinal ge Valette, 
and Cardinal Richlieu; theſe being the chief Comman- 
ders of the Land and Sea- Forces. 

It will make thee ſmile, perhaps, to read an Epitaph 
that was made on that Father Fo/eph above-named ; 
who being eſteemed a very infamous Man, and lyin 
interred in the ſame Tomb with another Friar nam : 
Father Angel, provoked ſome ſatytical Wit to put this 
Sarcaſm on him: 25 


Paſſant, n eſt ce paſt choſe etrange. 
De voir Diable auprès d un Ange? 


I believe Father Joſeph was the worſe beloved for be- 
ing Cardinal Richlieu's Confeſſor. It was obſeved that 
he died ſuddenly without confeſſing himſelf; which oc- 
caſioned another Epitaph to be made on him 


/ 


Soufe 


wy 


— 
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Souſe ce Tombeau gin un bon Pere, 
Dui cut tant de Diſcretion 
Que pour etre bon Secrttaire 


11 mourut ſans Confeſſion. 


Every body ſuſpects the Cardinal had a Hand in his 
recipitate Death, to prevent his telling of Tales : Fox 
* knew all his Secrets; and the Cardinal was known 
to be with him when he died. It was during the Siege 
of Briſac, a City on the Rhine, which was then upon 
the Point of ſurrendring to the French: And the News 
coming to the Cardinal, juſt as Father Fo/zp5 was in his 
laſt Agonies, he came to his Bed-ſide, and laying his 
Mouth cloſe to the poor Friar's Ear, cried as loud as he 
could, Courage, Courage, mon Pere, Nous awous pris 
Briſac. A ſtrange Cordial for a dying Man; and ſome- 
body made theſe Verſes on it: | 


Tte Cucullati, wobis ſi Purpura ridet, 
Fungitur Inferni Munere Pontificis. 


There is another Inſtance of this Cardinal's Revenge- 
ful Temper and his Cruelty. One Day the Duke of 


Orleans, who hated him mortally, went to his Palace, 


under pretence of giving him a Viſit, but really with a 
Deſign to ſtab him. However, as ſoon as he came into 
the Cardinals Preſence his Noſe fell a bleeding, Which 
appearing.to him as an ominous Preſage of what he was 
oing about, he was ſtruck with ſome Remorſe, and 
Tay confeſſing his Deſign to the Cardinal, begged 
his Pardon. That cunning Miniſter diſſembling his 
Reſentments, knowing the Duke was not a Man of Re- 
ſolution enough to undertake ſo bold an Action, unlets 
he had been extremely animated by ſomebody near him; 
he preſently reflected on Monſieur Puy/aurent, the 
Duke's chief Favourite. Immediately he decreed his 
Ruin, and to effect it with more Eaſe, he pretended an 
extraordinary Friendſhip to him, offering him one of 
his Nieces in Marriage. Monſieur Paylaurent, 3 
. Pected 


cted not the Train which was laid for him; embrac- 
ed the Propofal with much Joy, as hoping thereby to 
raiſe and eſtabliſh his Fortune under the Protection of 
his potent Uncle. In fine, he married the Cardinal's | 
Niece, but lived not to enjoy, her; for on the very 
Nuptial Day, the Cardinal caufed him to be arreſted 
and ſent Priſoner to the Baſtile, where he was poiſoned: 
by a Fryar, in a Glaſs of Wine. As ſoon as he had 
ſwallowed the fatal Potion, the Fryar told him, Ii ua. 
neceſſary for him to confeſs his Sins that very Moment, in 
regard he had but a few Minutes to live. Monſieur Puy- 
laurent threw the Glaſs at the Fryar's Head, giving him 
two or three ſwinging Curſes, and then Fl on his 
Knees to Confeſſion; which being performed, he expired. 

Sometimes the Cardinal was very fingular and inge- 
nious in the Execution of his Revenge, as if he endea- 
voured to perſuade the World, that he fulfilled the Law 
of the Talio, which requires an Eye for an Eye, and pu- 
niſnes by an exact kind of Proportion. As it happened 
in the Caſe of the Dukes of Gui/e, Montmer an, and 
Monſieur de Baſſompierre. - Theſe were the Heads of a 
Faction, which diametrically oppoſed the Cardinal and 
his Party. He was the grand Eye-ſore, the chief Ob- 
ſtacle of their Deſigned Prevalence at the Court. 
Wherefore, if they could but once remove him out of 
the Way, they thought themſelves ſure of the King's 
Ear in all Things. To effect this, they conſulted toge- 
ther how to diſpoſe of him. The Duke of Gui/e was of 
Opinion, he ſhould not be killed, in regard he was a 
Prince of the holy Church; but that he ſhould be ſent 
to Rome, there to attend the proper Affairs of the Ecche- 
faftical Function, among the reſt of his purpled Bre- 
thren. The Duke of Montmorency was clearly for ta- 
ing off his Head. But Monſieur de yr was a- 
gainſt both theſe Methods: For, ſaid he, / be be ſent to 
Rome, he will be always plotting of Miſchief againſt us. 
And it would be an eternal Blemiſh to France, if the Pur- 
ple of the Holy Church ſhould be flained with Blood. Let us 
ſend him cloſe Priſoner to the Baſtile, where be may ſpend 
the Remainder of his Days in writing learned Books. 
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The Cardinal, who had his Agents buſy about in all 
Parts, ſoon was informed of this Conſult : And he reta- 
liated every Man's Sentence upon irs own Author.. For 
he baniſhed the Duke of Guiſe, confining him to Rome: 
he beheaded the Duke of Montmorency; and impriſoned 
Monſieur de Baſſompierre in the Baſtile, where he lay till 
oe r Des... 
IJ could inſert a. great many more Remarks concern- 
ing Cardinal Richlieu: But J am afraid of offending by 
Tediouſneſs. If thou commandeſt me, another Letter 
mall preſent thee with more Varieties. 
In the mean time, with humbleſt Obeiſance and Re- 
ſpect, I deſiſt, and take my Conge; wiſhing thee a long 
Life on Earth, full of Honour; and a Fame without 
Blemiſh when thou art tranſlated to Heaven. 


| Paris, 15th of the iff Moon, 
- of the Tear, 1673. 
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To Muſa Abu'l, Yahyan, Profeſſor of Phi. 
| loſophy at Fer. 


2 4 HO haſt laid a grand Obligation on me by thy 
| + laſt Diſpatch, whoſe learned Contents have o- 
pened my Eyes ; or-rather drawn back the Veil which 
covered the Interiors of 4/ic4, from the View of Stran- 
ers. Now I ſtand as it were on the Top of a high 
— from whence I take a clear Proſpect of thoſe 
fair Regions, inhabited by Blacks. I ſurvey the Para- 
diſes of the Torrid Zone, a moit - fertile and populous 
Climate; though blind Antiquity could not diſcern a 
Blade of Graſs growing there, nor any of human Race 
fetching-their Breath. + e e PANTY 
My Mind revels in perfect Voluptuouſneſs, and all 
the Faculties of my Soul banquet on the Contemplation 
of that moſt delectable Precin& of the World. Oh 4 


Frick! Thou mayeſt be called the Baxeo, or 1 
| where 
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where Nature exhibits all her choiceſt Wonders. Thy 
Mountains are higher than the Clouds; their Tops are 
inacceſſible. They approach the Borders of Paradiſe. 
On them fall the Rivers of Eden in mighty Cataracts. 
The Noiſe of the precipitate Waters is heard afar off 
like the Sound of Remote Thunders. It deafens the 
Ears, and aſtoniſhes the Minds of Mortals. The ambi- 
tious under-growing Roeks are proud of the glorious 
Caſcade; and envy thoſe that ſhoot up above them 
which receive the ſacred Flood at the firſt Hand, from 
the very Wings of Gabriel. EF 

Happy are the Valleys which lie beneath, and are 
yearly impregnated by the heavenly Deluge. The grate- 
ful Fields and Plams in humble Acknowledgement, 
make the Returns of Corn and Fruits in due Seaſon: 
The Marſhes of Egypt are as the Gardens of Ala, and 
the Banks of the Vile as the ſecond eminaries of Baby- 
In, fragrant and abounding in all Sorts of vegetable 
Delicaces:-:- ol os: J 

My Heart is raviſhed with the Speculations of theſe 
Things. I am full as the Moon, and cannot utter my 
Sentiments in order. Viſions of Athiophia, Morocco, 
Fez, and the Land of Archers invade my Eyes. I be- 
hold the beautiful Provinces of the South in a Trance ; I 
ſand gazing in Ecſtaſy on the ſhady Groves of Benin 
and Arder, the Haunts of lovely Dæmons, the Genii of 
the upper Element; who daily deſcend to theſe refreſh- 
ing Solitudes, and converſe with their younger Brethren, 
incarnate mortal Dæmons, the Sons of Men. 

I confider with Admiration the Monſters of 4f:ch, 
the Creatures of the Sun and Slime. With contempla- 
tive Horror, I draw near the Dens of Dragons; the 
Purlieu of Crocodiles, and other amphibious Animals, 
which lurk among the Reeds of Nile and Niger, to tre- 
pan with feigned Cries the unwary Traveller. 

In fine, I am moved with ſuperlative Devotion and 
Joy, when I purſue thy accurate Deſcription of the prin- 
cipal Moſque at Fez, Methinks I ſee the ſtupendous Fa- 
brick making its lofty Advance towards Heaven. My 
Eyes revere the holy and magnificent Structure, on the 

e | ' outhide 
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outſide adorned with ſtately Towers and Minerats, and 
eovering fifty hundred Paces in its Circuit. But when 


my Fancy enters in by any of the one and thirty Gates- 


by Night, I am dazzled with the inſupportable Splen- 
dor of ſo many thouſand Lamps, as burn within that: 
moſt illuſtrious Temple. I admire with proportionate 
Veneration, the Character thou giveſt of all the other 
Magnificences in that ancient and noble City; with: 
whatſoever elſe thou ſayeſt of the whole Kingdom, and 
the adjacent Regions. | NN 
In anſwer to thy Requeſt,. F will in another Letter 
ſend thee a ſhort: Pourtraiture and Hiſtory of Conffanti- 
nople; but now I am interrupted by. Company. Beſides, . 
- ay Letter would be too long. 9  ' © 
I beſeech thee to cheriſh that Friendſhip which thou 
haſt hitherto ſhewed me: And let me have the. Honour 
of thy frequent Converſation by Letters. For though I 
live in a populous City, yet my Life ſeems like that of 
an Owl or a Pelican of the Deſart, extr Moinaty. 
— AA 


Paris, 19th of the 30 Iles, | 


ks — 


LETTER XV. 
To the Some. 


UCH is-the Zeal I have to demonſtrate how highly 

I value thy Friendſhip,. that I would not ſuffer this 

Poſt to eſcape without gratifying thy Expectations. 1 

juſt now diſmiſſed my Company, and having time e- 

nough, will entertain thee with an Abſtract of what! 

know to be moſt: remarkable in the State of Cogſlantino- 
ple, both at preſent and in ancient Times. 8 nice 

In the firſt Place, it will be convenient for thee to 

know, That this City was formerly called Byzantium, 


from one as, Admiral of the Spartan Fleet, — 
| ate 


* 
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Pauſanias the King of Sparta, who laid the firſt Foun- 
dations of it. The Story is this. bh 
In old Time the Grecians having a mind to build a 
new City ip ſome Part of Thrace, and being at odds a- 
bout the Choice of a Spot of Ground ſuitable to {ſo 
great and impor:ant an Undertaking, they:at laſt agreed 
to conſult. the Oracle of Apollo. They did ſo; and were 
anſwered, That they ſhould lay the Foundations of the City 
right over againſt the blind Men; For ſo the Inhabitants 
of Chalcedon were called, becauſe when they were upon 
the ſame Deſign of founding a new City, they could 
not diſcern between the Fertility of the Soil on that 
Side the Propontis where Conſtantinople now ſtands, and 
the Barrenneſs and Deſart State of the Ground where 


ce 


mg T ey WD 


n Wl they built, on. the other Side. | 

Ir Pauſanias therefore buſying his Mind about theſe 
1 Wl things, and pitching right upon the Senſe of the Oracle, 
of WJ cauſed the Foundations of the City to be laid exactly 
ty. WH over againſt Chalcedon; And when it was finiſhed it was 


called Byzantium, as I have ſaid, from Ryzas, who had 
the Overſight of the Work. TE 1 0 

It retained this Name many Years and Ages, flou- 
riſhing in a high Degree among the other Cities of 
Greece and Thrace, being eſteemed the Gate of Europe 
and Aſia, by which the mutual.Commerce of both thoſe 
Quarters of-the.Earth was interchangeably held up. 

But after the Days of.the Meſias, there aroſe an Em- 
peror of Rome, whoſe Name was Conſtantine. This 
Prince, as it is recorded in Roman Hiſtories, ſaw a Vi- 
hon in the Air, when he was at the Head of his Army, 
marching againſt Licinius, and preparing to give Battel. 
ly Wi He and all his Soldiers beheld the Figure of a Croſs, 
his BY vith theſe Words plainly engraven in the Firmament: 

19 bor Signo winces. Conſtantine took this for a good 
e. Onen, and cauſed a Standard of Silver to be made ex- 
it! actly after the ſame Form: To which he appointed fifty 
10% Standard-Bearers, to carry it by Turns, and to guard 
it: For it was exceeding rich, being emboſſed all over 
with Rubies, Diamonds, Pearls, and other precious 
4, Jewels of the Orient. He built a Pavilion alſo for the 

ee Ce hg | glorious 
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-Jorious Idol; and being inſtructed in the Chriftian Law 
y Euſebius Pamphilius, and other learned Mo{lahs, he 

was at laſt baptized by Sy/ve/ter the Pope. | 

This great Monarch, as the Story goes, being very 
ious, and having conceived a profound Veneration for 
ope Sy/vefeer, left him the Dominion of Rome, and a 
great Part of /ta/y, whilſt he removed the Imperial 

-Court to the Zaff, and took up his Reſidence at Byzay- 

tium, which he augmented with innumerable ſtately 

Edifices ; ſtriving if poſſible, to equal it with the Ma- 

jeſty and Grandeur of Rome. He collected whatſoever 

was precious and beautiful in all the EI, to adorn the 

City withal: Witneſs the Places of ſuperb ArchiteQure, 

the admirable Heighth and Form of divers Obeliſks and 

Pillars, all made of Marble, Porphyry, or Jaſper. Not 

to inſiſt on the prodigious Strength and Firmneſs of the Wl : 

Walls, the coſtly Aqueducts, with other ſerviceable WM : 

Things. At laſt, that he might conſecrete himſelf toil 
immortal Renown, he called the City by his own WM » 

Name, Conſtantinaple, or the City of Conſtantine: By WM 1 

which Name it is known even to this Day. It was al- 

ſo called New Rome, after it once became the Seat of b 

the Chriſtian Emperors : In whoſe Poſſeſhon it remained, 8. 

till it was taken by Mahomet II. invincible Emperor of 1 

the Ottomans, the Year 1453, according to the Efochaiil to 

of the Nazarenes ; on the third Day of the Week which Ml af 
they call Pentecoſt. 

It had been a grand Neglect and Overſight in any L. 
Prince ſo potent and politick as Mahomet was, to ſuffer vt 

ſuch an Opportunity to eſcape as Fortune offered him, ter 

of taking the moſt opulent and glorious City in the Su: 

World. For there was an irreconcilable Schiſm broke ] 
forth between the Churches of the Ea and Weft. There the 

were two or three Popes at the ſame time, quarrelling in it: 

Rome for the Supremacy ; there was a War of fifty Years 1 

ſtanding between the French and the Engliſb, which un » t. 

hinged all the Courts in Europe. The Chriſtians had cont 

long before, (by dear-bought Experience, the loſs of ver 

many hundred thouſand Men, and infinite Sums of Moy ni 

ney, conſumed in thoſe vain and raſh Expeditions _ 
„ 0 0r OY " 


_ 
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they ſanRified with the ſpeeious Title of the Holy War,) 
found, that it was not eaſy to wreſt one Town of 


; Strength out of the Hands of the tenacious My/ulmans 
noch leſs to defend it long, or fave their moſt important 
cities from the Fury of a Turtiſb Reprizal. They were 
a i fc and ſurfeited with the vifionary Stuff of Peter the 
Hermit: and all Illuminato's like him, grew out of Fa- 
„ion. Every Prince and State in Weflern Chriflendom, 
ybegan to mind their own Intereſt; no more enthuſia- 
a- ick Tales of that Kind would go down: The great 
er ones had qpened their Eyes. A | 1 
he Beſides, he that was then Emperor of Greece, Conflan- 
e, tinus Palediggus, was looked upon by the Chriſtians as a 
ad Tyrant, the Off- ſpring of 'Tyrants and Uſurpers. The 


Grecians ſtill retained the black Memoirs of thoſe hor- 
rid and nefandous Tragedies, ated by Michael Androni- 


ble at, John and Manuel, the Predeceſſors and Anceſtors - 
to of this Conſfantine. And they had ſuch a particular A- 
wn WM verfion for his Government, that tho' there were infinite 
By WY Treaſures of Gold and Silver in the Hands of the rich 
al- Citizens of Cogſlantinople, when the City was beſieged 
© of by Mabomet II. yet no Man would part with the leaſt 
ied, Wl dum of Money to ſupport the Public Cau/e : But choſe 
+ of rather in a Kind of revengeful and deſperate Sullenneſs, 
ocba o fail into the Hands of the victorious Oſnans, than to 
hich WW afford their hated Sowerezgn. any Relief. 5 
Thus fell the Queen of Cities, the Glory of all the 

any %, under the Power of our puiſſant Emperors, in 
affer i whoſe Poſſeſſion it remains to this Day; and may it ſo 
him, remain till the Moon ſhall be in her laſt Wane, and the 
dun ſhall ceaſe to ſhine on the World. PEE 

In the mean time, I will entertain thee en paſſant, as 
the French call it, with a ſhort View of the chief Mag- 
nifcences in Cozſtantinople. 


That which firſt draws the Admiration of Travellen 
s the glorious Structure of Sarda Sophia, a Temple 
conſecrated to the Eternal Wiſdom by which the Worlds 


ofs off vere made: Built by the Emperor Fuftinian with ini- 
mitable Magnificence ; tho' afterwards ſpoiled and 


plundered of its chiefeſt Ornaments, by the greedy Sol- 
eee TOOITT'S Ms. 2 
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diers of Mahomet II. whom J have ſs often mentioned 5 
and fix Parts of it entirely ſubverted by ſucceeding Em- 
A ** 

Pity it was, if furious and ill-grounded Superſtition 
was the Cauſe of ſuch deplorable Ruins, What can be 
Jaid of thoſe who demoliſhed the Sub-Fana of the third 
Temple, celebrated in the Univerſal Hiſtory of the 
World ? That of Diana at Epheſus, it is true, was the 
Pattern; yet it was not much beyond Solomen's boaſled 
Fane at Feruſalem, without Iron, Pins or Nails or o- 
ther Work of the Hammer, excelled but a little in the 
Article and Symmetry. Indeed, the Luſtre of Sion's 
{Moſque was more radiant and glorious in Workmanſhip 
of Gold, the Walls and Floor being over-laid with that 
Metal, and the Roof on the Outſide was, as it were, 
ſtudded with Spikes of beaten Gold ſo thick, that there 
was not Room for a Bird to perch between them. And 
this was done to prevent the Prophanation of the Tem 
ple by their Muting on it. | 

When the Sun ſhone in its full Strength, the covering 
of the Temple thus adorned looked like a Firmament 
Slittering with innumerable Stars. Gon, 


But to return to the Mofqne of Sancta Sophia, let us 
conſider it in its primitive State, and we ſhall find ſomę 7 
excellent Curioſities. Among the reſt there was a Can f 
dleſtick or Sconce of beaten Gold, ſo admirably con t 
trived, that it ſpontaneouſly fed the Bowls of ſeve \ 
Branches, with a conſtant Stream of Oil, which by cM. ? 
qual Meaſures flowed into them from the Hollow ot the 1 
Shaft. So that if the Flame but of one ſingle one haq ” 
wanted Aliment, all the reſt muſt have been extinguiſh tl 
I TE =_ 
The Walls of this glorious Mofque, within and with ll ? 
out, preſent the Eye with nothing but white Marble © 
Porphyry, and other precious Stones. 'The Roof is 0 th 
a prodigious Height, covered with Lead without, bu 2 
v 


proudly oftentous of its inward Cieling, which is divided 
into Vaults and Arches richly adorned with GoldenFret 
work, and ſupported by Pillars of N purel 
white Marble and Porphyry. There is a Marble Ston 
| i 
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in the Moſque had in great Reverence by the True 
Faithful, becaufe the Tradition goes, That on it Mary, 
the Mother of Jeſus, waſhed the Infant Prophets Linen. 


here are alſo under the N 1 innumerable Vaults 
or Oratorizs, full of Altars and S res 
| no Acceſs to them, in regard the Doors are walled up. 


epulchres: But there is 


In a Place not far from theſe, you find ten huge Veſ- 
ſels full of Oil, reſerved there ever ſince the Days of 
Conftantine the Great, yet remains (oats er being of 
Colour white like Milk. It is an inexpiable Crime for 
ns tg 
uſe or touch it. And they compound certain Medica- 


ments with it, for the Service of him and his Serail. 


Now I remember what I have read in a very Au- 
thentick H:foriar, concerning an Oil made by certain 


Holy Perſons who only had the Secret of it. As the 


Story goes, it was extracted from the Leaves and Chips 
of Wood which are found floating in the Rivers that 
deſcend out of Paradiſe. This Oil they compounded 
with our Ingredients, and performed Cures therewith, 


which were efteemed miraculous. It was ſent from one 


Prince to another, as a Sacred and Invaluable Trea- 
ſure : Till at laſt it came into the Hands of the Eaftern: 


Patriarchs, who preſided over the Chriſtians of the 


Greek, Armenian, and Egyptian Churches, who pretend to 
the only True Myſtery and Power of making it at this 
very Day. And that though the ancient Popes of Rome, 


were formerly preſented with a yearly Portion of it, 


ſo long as they remained in Communion with? the Pa- 
triarchs of the Eaſt; yet after Victor had once made 
the Fatal Schiſin, which never could be healed ſince, 


the Holy Favour was denied to his Succeſſors: Who 


inſtead . of the Original Genuine Oil, were forced to 
counterfeit it, uſing a, ſpurious Uaguent, to preſerve 
the Authority; of their Religious Sacraments. And 
hence they fay, it comes to paſs, that few or none are 
ever healed by the Extreme Union of the Lat 

God knows, whether this be Truth or no. But I am 
apt to think, that the ten Jars of Oil before mention- 
ed, which lie under the Mæſue of 4ja-Sophian, are Re- 

V 9 L. A L W 
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Latin Church. 


Forces, that Emperor oppoſed him with an Army 


». . 
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licks of the Ancient Patriarchs . of Conflantinople ; who 
had the Secret of compounding. the . Myſterious Ex- 


# 
* 


From the Place where theſe Veſſels are kept, yon 
deſcend into the Darmitories of Royal Orteman Gar- 
caſes, the Sons of our renowned Emperors. From 
thence you paſs into two Caverns, one leading directly 
to the Seraglio, the other extending it ſelf under the 
Buildings of the City, by a vaſt long Tract of Ground. 
I know no Uſe there is at preſent of the former Cave: 
But the latter ſerves for a Work- room to certain poor 
. Silk-Spinſters. „ F 
This Letter would be too tedious, if T ſhould de 
ſcribe all the other Maſques and Buildings of Note i 
Comflantinople. Wherefore not to tire thee, I will re 
ſerve what remains to be ſaid of that glorious Cit 
for other Diſpatches. . : 
In the mean Time, with an affectionate Conge of m 
Soul, I bid thee Adieu: Praying Ged to let thee crop 
the choiceſt Flowers of Human Happineſs. | 


Paris, -1 4th of the 5th Moon, 
. of the Tear 1673. | 


— 
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LETTER XVI. 


of the Ottoman Empire- 


TOW I will perform the Promiſe T made th 
long ago; which was, to preſent thee with 
Idea of the different Strength and Policies of theſe 
 zarene Kingdoms and States; wherein, I will begin 
_ Germany ; Which is, as it were, the laſt Retrenchment 
of the declining. Romay Empire. _ 
The Annals affirm, that in the Reign of Charles 
when the Mu/julmans invaded Auſtria with innumera 


i - MD oe $5 2s 9 amy "I WERE 


© © go000 Foot, and 30000 Horſe. Maximilian = W 
\ : | ey ou 


f 
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beyond him, and raiſed 100000 Foot, and 45000 
Horſe. Neither was Corn dear in ſo vaſt an Army. 
It is certain, that the German Emperor can, upon Oc- 
caſion, ſend into the Field 200000 expert Soldiers. It 
is moreover obſerved, that from the Year 1560 of the 
Chriftian' Hegira, even to theſe preſent. Times, there 
has been no War between France, Spain, and the N- 
therlands, wherein many "Thouſands of Germans have 


* 


not ſerved. 5 1 e et 
Their beſt Izfantry is gathered out of Bavaria, Au- 
ria, and Weſiphalia: And theix choiceſt Cavalry come 
out of Brunſwick, Fuliers and Frankendal. Both Foot 
and Horſe fight better, or more ſucceſsfully in an open 
Plain os Field, than in narrow Covert Places ; fuch as 
Lanes and Woods, &c. For they are not good. at 
taking Advantages of Ground, or at Politick Skir- 
miſhes, and cunning Ambuſcades. They have not 
Patience to lie long waiting the Enemies Motions, nei- 
ther care they to divide their main Body into Frag- 
ments, or Detachments; but they love to wedge them- 
ſelves altogether in Form of a Triangle, and ſo march 
with grave and flow Pace, that ſo they may break 
through their Enemies and confound their, Qrder, 
which they eſteem a certain Step to Victory. They 
fight better alſo under a foreign Commander. than a 
General of their own Nation. They cannot endure the 
Hardſhips and Afflictions of a long Siege; but when 
once they begin to ſmart for Want of Proviſions, they 
ſoon capitulate, and ſurrender. Neither have ey 
more Patience in a Camp, to bear the Injuries of Wea- 


a” 
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ther; but they make Haſte to ſet upon the Enemy, 
and decide the Quarrel in a pitched Combat: Where- 
in, if their Onſet fail, they ſeem like Men e 
aſtoniſhed, or in a Trance; not knowing whether they 
beſt renew the Aſſault, or to fly: And if they once 


- 


„ e ; ; „ 
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Their Horſes may be called rather ſtrong than 
. ſprightly and bold; being for the moſt Part taken 
from the Plough, or other Rural Drudgeries. In a 
Word, they are like their Riders, -Phlegmatick and 
Pull; having this alſo peculiar in their:Conftitution, 
hat at the Sight of Blood they ſhrink, and are ready 
to faint: Whereas the Spari/> Horſe gather freſh Cou- 
rage from this Spectacle. | TS Sf 
0 The Germans alſo have conſiderable Forces by Sea.; 
but they ſeldom make uſe of them, unleſs it be againſt 
the Danes and Swedes. Beſides all this, their Auxiliary 
415 33 are not to be forgot, which they receive from 
Italian Princes, from the Dukes of Savoy and Lorain, 
and from the truſty Suiſſes. wn 


F. Us > 


: 


But there are two Things chiefly wanting in this Ex- 
pire, amidft all its numerous Forces: One is Unity and 
Concord among the Subjects; another is, a fixed Re- 
ſolution and Readineſs to enterprize any Thing of 
Moment. Their Haxzs-Towns are always jealous of the 
'' Neighbouring Princee. And theſe again give them 
Occaſion to ſuſpe& their Power, and hate their Inte- 
reſt, which they ſo often employ againſt them, by in- 
© croaching on their Privileges. Then the Catholicks and 
* Proteſtants are always quarrelling : And one Sect of 
_ "Proteſtants ' perpetually perſecuting another. Hence it 
falls out, that the Princes go ſo unwillingly and rarely 
to the Diet: And when they come there, they ſpin 
* -out' ſo much Time in adjuſting their private Preten- 
_ = "Fions, Claims and Privileges; in performing of State 
Ceremonies; and in deliberating concerning the pub- 
lick Good; whilſt every one contradicts his Neigh- 
bour, and labours with all his Might to eſtabli 
is own Opinion, and get it paſſed into a Decree b 
the Sanction of the Diet; that before they come to an 
Reſolves, an expeditious and potent Enemy might rull 
into the Heart of the Country, and even take all theſe 

' * Northern Blockheads Priſoners. : | 
The German Empire is Elective; and the Power 0 
chufing Cæſar, is in the Hands of Seven Princes 
I Theſe are firſt, the Archbi/bop of Mentz, Grand Chan 


cell 
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cellor of the Empire ; in whoſe Cuſtody are the Ar- 
chives and Decrees of the German Diets. The Se- 
cond is, the Archbiſhop of Triers, or Treves, Great Chan- 
cellor of the Empire for France. The Third is, the 
Archbiſhop of Colen, Great Chancellor of the Empire 
for Italy. The Fourth is, the King of Bohemia, Cup- 
Bearer to the Emperor. The Fifth is, the Count Pala- 
tine of the Rhine, Maſter of the Imperial Palace. The 
Sixth is the Duke of Saxony, Marſhal or Sword-Bearer 
to the Emperor. The Seventh and laſt is, the Margusſs 
of Brandenburg,. Great Chamberlain, or Treaſurer of the 
Empire. 4 72 e 
There are reckoned 25 Politick Princes or Dukes of 
the Empire, 6 Marqueſſes, 5 Lantgraves, ꝙ Archbiſbops, 
and Biſhops 47; Abbots who enjoy the Title and Dig 
nity of Princes 12, Abbots of a lower Degree 52. 
With innumerable others too tedious to be named. 
They reckon alſo 82 Counts of Principal Note, beſides 
many of a meaner Figure. They number 49 Barons 
and Free Lords, 90 Hans-Toauns, and 10 Circles of 
the Empire. CCC RS ORR 
In the German Diets, this Order is obſerved :: When 
the Emperor is placed in the Throne, the Archbiſbop of: 
Triers takes his Place juft over againſt him: He of 
Mentæ fits next to the Emperor, on his Right Hand; 
the Second Place belongs to the King of ' Bohemia ; 
and the 'Third to the Count Palatine of the Rhine, On 
the Emperor's Left Hand, the 4rchb:/op of Colen takes 
the firſt Place; the. Dake of Saxony the next; and the 
Marqueſs of Brandenburg the third i 
The Hans- Toauns which acknowledge no other Lord 
but the Emperor, are governed by their own Municipal 
Laws and Privileges In ſome of them the Common 
People bear Rule; in others a Mixture of the Com- 
mons and Nobles; and many of them wholly obey the 
Nobility. £114 7 367 +80: Iityr whe 
No Man ſalutes by the Title of Emperor him whom 
the Princes have elected to that Dignity, till he bs 
crowned by the Pope or Mufti of Rome. They call 
him Cz/ar, or King of the Romans, or King of Ger. 
| L3 many © 
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many; but not Emperor, till the Coronation is finiſhed. 
| Nor does the Emperor, even after he is crowned 
| and eſtabliſhed in the Throne, . exerciſe an Abſolute 
| Poæver in all Things; Affairs of Importance being ge- 
nerally referred to the Public Diets or Diæans of the 
Empire; where the Electoral Princes deliberate all 

Things; On whom the very Power of the Emperor 

himſelf depends. RE 
Theſe Diets are very confuſed and tedious, in re- 

gard the Princes ſeldom appear there in their own Per- 

ſons, but ſend their 4mbajjadors and Deputies, who yet 
have not full Power to conclude any Thing without 
particular Orders from their reſpe&ive Maſters. So that 
a prodigious deal of Time is taken up, in ſending 
Couriers to inform the Princes of all emergent Counſels 
and Tranſactions, and in waiting for their expreſs In- 
ſtructions and Anſwers again. . 

In a Word conſidering the Diverſity of Intereſts 
carried on by the Eledtoral Princes, their Mutual Feuds 
and Diſſentions, Domeſtick Aimoſities, and Foreign 
Engagements, both on Religious and Political Accounts ; 
it is a Miracle that this tottering Empire ſtands ſo 

long, and does not fall to Ruin: Eſpecially being en- 
Vironed, and almoſt continually aſſaulted by Three po- 
tent Enemies; the King of Si eden, the King of France, 
and our invincible Monarch : Not to mention the fre- 
quent Incurſions of the Muſcowvites and T artars ; the 
Revolts of the Hungarians, Tran/ilvanians, Bojnians, 
Croats, and other Nations, which are counted Mem- 
bers of the German Empire, But he abounds in Men 
and Money, with all other Neceſſaries to ſupport his 
Wars : There not being a more rich and populous Re- 
gion on Earth than Germany. 5 

Sage Hamet, when the determined Period is come, 
God will abaſe the Pride of theſe rfide/s by the Hands 
of the True Believers: The Riches of the Weſt ſhall 
become the Spoil of Eaſern HEROES; and the 
Peſterity of Shem ſhall take Root in the Cities of 


Japhet, 3 


Mayeſt 
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Mayeſt thou live till that Time, to triumph in the 
Glory of the Houſe of Iſemael, when they ſhalt be ex- 


alted more than in the Ages that are paſt, 


Paris, 92h of the 7th Moon, 
of the Year 1673. 
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LETTER XVII. 


To Cara Hali, Phyſitian io the Grand Signior. 


T* HY Memory is like the Smell of Incenſe ; re- 
freſhing as Wine of Tenedos in a Goblet of pure 
Gold. When my Heart is almoſt dead with Melan- 


choly; when I can find no Pleaſure in Company 


abroad, and the very Elements of which I am made 
frown upon me; when the Time of Night forces me 
to come home ſighing as to a Priſon, and the Hangings 
of my Bed-Chamber look dull, and ſeem to be paint- 
ed with horrid Tragedies: In a word, when every 
Thing in Nature appears in an angry threatning Fit, 
then I think of thee, my Friend, and that Thought 
relieves me. Thy beloved Idea is a perfect Taliſman, 


working Wonders in my Soul. It charms or Counter- 


charms, as my Occaſions do require. No Fears or 
Griefs, or other Melancholy Paſſions dare abide its 
Energy : As ſoon as it appears, each baneful Thought 
is gone ; the Troops of ſad Chimera's vaniſh like the 
Morning Miſts before the Sun. Thou art as a ſtrong 
Tower or Fortreſs, where I can take Sanctuary from 


my Enemies : An impregnable Citadel, ſeated on the 


Top of a high Rock ; from whence I can look down 
with Scorn on my Perſecutors beneath, poſſeſſing my 

ſelf in perfect Security. | 
I dare not ſo much as vent my Thoughts to another, 
though a Muſſulman, for fear of ſome outward Con- 
ſequence : So induſtrious is the Malice of moſt Men ; 
ſo vigilant and ſtudious for an Opportunity of doing 
Miſchief, And as for theſe Infidels, my Converſation 
| N | is 
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is-for the moſt part Hiſfrionick. I am conſtrained to 
act to the Life a very zealous Chriſtrian, and a Ca- 
tholick : When, God knows, my Heart keeps not Time 
with my exterior Actions and Words. Not but that 
there are Scepticks among the True Believers: But 
they are generally very private and reſerved : For 
open Blaſphemy, or what is reputed ſo here, is cer- _ 
tainly puniſhed with Death. : 3 | 
I ſometimes meet with ingenuous and candid Souls, 
with whom I can diſcourſe freely, and like a Man that 
doubts of many Things, which others currently believe. 
Vet we dare not truſt each other too far, nor the very 
Air in which our Words vaniſh, after it has helped to 
form them; leſt ſome fly envious Dæmon ſhould catch 
the tranſient Sound, and reverberate the articulated 
Body of Particles which made it, into ſome inquiſitive 
Ear to ruin us. For there are certain buſy goſlipin 
Eccho"s ſcattered up and down the Elements, which 
are always liftening to the Words of Mortals : And 
if the ſpightful Elves can but take hold of any Sylla- 
ble to do a Man an Injury, they are big till they have 
vented it. Yet they . no Shew or Noiſe, but 
whiſper out their Tales in Secret; ſometimes in Dead 
of Night, when Men are faſt aſleep; at other Times 
when they are deeply muſing on the hidden Things 
of Nature. For it is only to the Wiſe, the Sage, the 
Noble, and the Great, that they reveal theſe Paſſages, 
becauſe it is ſuch alone that have Ears to hear them. 
They haunt the Bed-Chambers of Kings and Princes, 
to tell them News in Dreams. They are the ſwifteſt 
Sommers in the World. For they have Wings, and 
ly from Court to Court, and from one Climate to ano- 
ther in a Moment's Time. They are always buzzing 
in the Ears of Szate/men and great Politicians, to whom 
they ſhew the dark Intrigues of foreign and domeſtick 
Enemies. Thus are Conſpiracies and Plots of Rebels 
oft diſcovered, though managed never ſo ſecretly. They 
viſit now and then the Cigſets of Philoſophers, and ſuch 
as love the Sciences: Men of abſtracted Souls; whoſe 
Thoughts are volatile and pure, their Fancies lively and 
; + | . vegete. 
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vegete. To theſe they unfold the covert Myſteries of 
Nature, and ſhew them Things to come. They frame 
the Ideas of remote, unknown Events, which they im- 
print upon the ductile Minds of Prophets and holy Men: 
Inſpiring them with ſtrange and unaccountable Preſages 
of what. ſhall ſhortly happen to themſelves. or others,. 
whether it be good or evil. For theſe-buſy-bodies are 
the Daughters of the World's great Soul; and they in- 
herit an univerſalSenſe and Feeling of whatſoever hap- 
pensin the Elements. Itis true, ſome Knowledge they 
acquire by Study and Obſeryation, even as we Mortals. 
do; butata far ſwifter Rate. Their airy Bodies do not: 
fo oppreſs their intellectual Faculties, as our groſs Hulks 
of Fleſh do ours. We are forced to dig and plough, or. 
to ſow and harrow for ſmall Returns of Science. Our 
Soil is barren, it muſt be manured and cultivated with 
Art and Coſt, before it yields a tolerable Harveſt of: 
what deſerves the Name of ſolid Knowledge. But theſe- 
defecate Tenants of the Air, have no more to do, but to- 
be merely paſſive, and they ſtreight learn every Thing: 
For the eternal Sapience wanders through the Univerſe, 
to ſeek 'out ſuch as will or can imbibe her free Impreſ- 
hon. She voluntarily ſlides into receptive Souls, and. 
fills them with her Rays. Thus the ſublimer Geniz of the- 
Air, baſk in an open Orb of intellectual Light, becauſe: 
they are embodied in the moſt refined and pureſt Mat- 
ter: Whereas we Mortals muſt be thankful for her II- 
luminations by Retail. She only ſhines on us through 
Chinks and Crannies of our dungeon Fleſh: And yet 
but ſeldom fo indire& Beams. Few Men can boaſt that 
Privilege. The greateſt Part walk only in the uncertain. 
Twilight of Opinion ; or at beſt, in the faint languid 
Glimmering of human Reaſon ; which, like the Moon, 
conveys the Original Light of Science to us by Reflec- 
tion, and at a ſecond Hand. We are fain to learn from 
Books, from Converſation, and Experience. © 
Courteous Hali, thou wilt pardon the Confuſedneſs- 
and want of Order in this Letter, when thou ſhalt con- 
ſider the Force of Melancholy which firſt prompted me 
to write it. For, being very ſad, and W 
Sues 8 | ouds. 
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Clouds of dark and gloomy Thoughts, which different: 
Paffions cauſed to joſtle one againſt another in my trou- 

bled Mind, Iknew not how to eſcape theTempeſt better 
than by writing to thee, my learned Friend, tho' only 
to expreſs my Circumſtances. For when I began, I 
knew not what to ſay ; but it was an Eaſe to write at 
Random, any Thing to breathe my Heart,-and venti-- 

late my Spleen. But the ſpecifick Remedy of my Grief, ' 
conſiſted in addreſſing to thee, my dear Phyſician, . 
whoſe very Remembrance is a Catholicon Proof, againſt: 
all my Maladies.. 3 85 

Adieu, thou: Aſculapius of the Ottomans, and live: 
for ever. 75 . 


Paris, 15th of the 8th Moon, 
of the Year 1673. 


is 


LETTER XVIII. 


] 
70 Muſu-Abu'l Yahyan, Profe/or of Philo-. 
| ſophy at: Fez. | { 
HOU ſhal: ſee, that I am a Man of my Word, N 
and will keep my Promiſe : For this Diſpatch- y 
contains a farther Deſcription of Con/lantineple, which 
I engaged to preſent thee with in my laſt. 8 
| TR Pons City is:fixteen Miles in Circuit, and. a 
eontains Nine hundred thouſand Inhabitants. It is di- re 
vided into three Parts, by the Intercourſe of certain ot 
Arms of the Sea; and almoſt forms the Figure of a b. 
Triangle. The Walls are of an incredible Height, and 0 
encompaſs ſeven Hills within their Extent. One is near Sy 
the Grand Signior's Serail: Another is in the oppolite * 
Corner of the City; Which leads to Aarianople. Between 1 
two others, there lies a Plain, which is called the great rY 


Valley. In this is to be ſeen an Aqueduct of admira- by 
ble Contrivance and Structure, the Work of Conftantine R. 
the Great, who by this conveyed Water to the City You BY 
SOL = | even | 
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ſeven Miles. Diſtance. Sohman II. augmented it, by 
opening a Current. of Waters two Miſes beyond the: 
Source of Conſtantinople, which run through ſeven hun- 
dred and forty Pipes into the Citv; beſides thoſe which 
ſerve the Moſques, the Baths, and Houſes of Purification: 
At the Extremity of the Town is ſeen the antique 
Building of a Fortreſs, which- is called the Caſtle of the 
ſeven Towers; a Work of inimitable Architecture. 
There is a Garriſon in it of two hundred and fifty Sol - 
diers; not one of which dares to ſet his Foot out of the 
Caſtle Gates, without the Leave of. the Yizir Azem, 


unleſs it be on two certain Days in the Vear; that is, the 


firſt of Beiram,; and Ramexan. . 
In this Place formerly the Ottoman Emperors uſed to: 
lay their '|'reaſures of Gold and Silver, their Arms and 
Ammunition, their Books, and whatſover. they eſteemed 
precious. But Anurat the Son of Selymus II. tranſlated. 
all theſe Things into the Serail; where they have been. 
kept ever ſince:: And this Caſtle is turned into a Priſon 
for Kings and Princes taken Captives by the:True Faith- 


Vl; as alſo for rebellious Baſa's, and other Perſons of 
Quality. Here Core/qui, Vayvod of Moldavia, was 
ſhut up in the Year r617 of the Cbriſtian fra. And in. 


the Year 1622 of the ſame Date, the rebellious Janixa- 
ries impriſoned their Sovereign Lord, Sultan Oſman,. 
whom afterwards they ranged in the ſame Place. 
There are above two thouſand: Moſques, Oratories and: 
Sepulchres, within the Walls of Conftantinople. I have. 


already deſcribed that of Alia- Sophian, in my laſt. It 


remains now, that I ſpeak of four others, built by ſome. 
of our former Emperors. The firſt nnd chiefeſt, was 
built by Sultan Mabomet II. to expreſs his Gratitude to 
God for the taking of Conſtantinople. It is a magnificent 
Structure, raiſed according to the Pattern of Sancta So- 
pbia. He cauſed a hundred ſtately Chambers to be built 
round about it, both for the Service of the Inaum s and 
Mollabs who belong to the Moſque; and for- the Enter- 
tainment of Strangers, let them be of what Nation er 
Religion ſoever. He raiſed alſo fifty other Chambers 
without theſe, for the Uſe of the Poor: And. endowed 


the 
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Port goes, That theſe. were erected by a Magician at the 
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the Mo/quewith ſixty thouſand Duckets of yearly Re- 


venue. 


of this Mahomer. The third was built by Se/imus-1. 


The fourth, by Solyman the Magnificent, The three laſt 


of theſe Princes lie buried each in his own Mo/que, un- 
der Monuments: of a ſuperb Figure; Innumerable 


Lamps burning over them, and round about them, Night 


and Day, whilſt. certain Mollabs pray by turns, with- 


out ceafing, for the Health of the departed Royal Souls. 
But the laſt of theſe Mo/ques,. which was built, as I 


have ſaid, by Sultan Solyman, far exceeds all the reſt, 


and comes not ſhort. of Sancta Sophia, in the Richneſs of. 


Marble, Porphyry, and other excellent Materials. 
The Greeks have forty Churches and Chapels in Con. 
ſtantinople, wherein they perform the. Nazarene Worſhip.. 


The Armenians have four. Thoſe of the Latin Com- 


munion. have a College annexed to it fora certain Num-- 


ber of Feſuirs. This is ſeated in Pera, which is a kind 


of Suburb to Conflantineple. 


The eas have. great. Liberty in the Imperial City. 
Their Habitations are contiguous, taking up nine 
Principal Streets; and they have eight and thirty 3y- 


nagogues. | : : 
| Tre Walls of the City remain very entire, and are 


double towards the Land. There are nineteen Gates 
in them; one of which is called the Holy Gate, in reſpect 
of a vaſt Multitude of Chriſtian Saints who lie buried 


in a Chapel hard by it. It was through this Gate that 


Mahomet II. made his triumphant Entry into Conſfanti- 
nople, on purpoſe, as it were, to prophane the N 
SanRity of the Place, and inſult over their falſe Gods; 


Whilſt he came to eſtabliſſi the Law and Worſhip of the 


only true Gop, Creator of Heaven and Earth. 

There are abundance of antique Monuments in the 
City, as Pyramids and Obeliſks of admirable Figure and 
Contrivance. In one place, there are three Serpents of 
Marble, ſtretching themſelves to the Height of two 
Men, and mutually twiſting about each other. The Re- 


time 


The fecond Moſque was built by Bajazet II. the Son 
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time when the. Citizens were much infeſted with living 
Serpents, and that by this Enchantment they were freed. 

One of theſe has a Wound in the Neck, which was 
given it by Mahomat II. when he rode into the van- 
quiſhed City. For, he mer, Yor horrid .1de/, and 
gueſſing right, that it was the Work of ſome Magician, 
was moved with holy Zeal and Indignation. Where- 
fore, couching his Spear, and giving Spurs to his Horſe, 
he ran full tilt againſt it, and wounded one of the Ser- 
pents in the Neck, which is ſeen to this Day. 

In the ſame Pavement there ſtands a very elegant 
Column of ruſtick N as they call it: The 
_ Marbles of which it conſiſts, being faſtened together 
-without the Intervention of Mortar, Bitumen, or any 
other Cement. It has within, a winding <tar-Caſe by 
which one may go up to the top. | | 

In this place, which is called the Higpoarome, the O, 
toman Grandees exerciſe themſelves on Horſeback, and 
ſometimes the Grand Signior himſelf : Eſpecially. on 
great Fettivals. 5 hz: 
Round about it, there are above two thouſand little 
2 of Taylors or Botchers, for the Uſe of thoſe who 

would have their Garments mended, ſcowred and po- 
liſhed at a ſmall Price. And yet out of this ſo contemp- 
tible a Trade, the Grand Signior receives a yearly Cuſ- 
tom of eleven thouſand Zegquins. By this thou mayeſt 
take an Eſtimate of his other Revenues, which flow 
into his Coffers from all Parts of ſo vaſt an Empire. 

There are above forty thouſand Ware-houſes and 


Shops of Merchants, Brokers, Pedlars, Huckſters, and 


ſuch like Callings:: Each Trade having their proper Ba- 
zar, or Market, according to the Quality of the Goods 
they ſell. But there is one.more eminent thanall the 
reſt, which is called Bayſſain; where are Goldſmiths, * 
Jewellers, and ſuch as deal in any manner of fine coſtly 
Things. This Place is environed with very ſtrong 
Walls, fix Foot thick; and is ſhut up every Night by 
four double Gates, and at other times as Occafion re- 
-quires: So that it looks like a little well-fortified * 
g 7 ws 20 


ot the Goldſmiths, c. which has a Piazza ſupported 
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In this wealthy Market, there is.a Gallery or Piazza 
"neatly arched and ſupported by twenty-four Pillars. 
Under this, there are abundance of little Shops, fix Foot 
long, and four in Breadth. Here all thoſe precious Com- 
& — *. are expoſed to Sale on Tables or Counters, and 
with their Luſtre dazzle che Eyes of ſuch as paſs by. 
Thou mayeſt alſo eonjecture at the vaſt Gains of theſe 
Merchants, by the Rates which they pay to the Grand 
 GSignior, Only for their Licenſe to ſell in this Place, I 
have known one Man, that was my particular Acquain- 
tance, give yearly two thouſand Franks for this Liberty; 
and he told me, That no Man could enjoy the Free- 
dom of the Place under that Price, unleſs he had great 
Favour ſhewn him, which is very rare ; and even then 
it would not be much abated. 5 2 
As one paſſes from this Market one Way, there a- 
riſes a ſtately Column of Prophyry begrit in many 
Places with Iron Hoops : And little diſtant you fee ano- 
ther more lofty than this: It is called the Hiſtorical Co- 
lumn, being engraven all over with the Figures of Men. 
In this alſo, there is a Stair-caſe to the top, but much 
broken, and in Danger of falling, if it were not ſtrength- 
ened and held together with vaſt Hoops of Iron. 
The next thing worthy to be ſeen, is the old Palace 
of Conflantine the Great : Worthy I ſay to be ſeen only 
for its Antiquity ; for it is no very elegant Building; yet 
at has this Commendation, That it ſtands in the pureſt 
and moſt wholeſome Air of the whole City. 
There is another Market alſo walled in, beſides that 


by ſixteen Pillars. In this are ſold all Manner of Silks. 
And a little way off from this, is the Bazar, where they 
{ell Slaves, So great are the Gains of this Traffick, that 
thoſe who uſe it, pay to the Grand Signior, by way o 
Cuſtom, the Yearly Sum of ſixteen Thouſand Zeguins. 

The Vintners, Victuallers, and Sutlers, who ſel 
Wine to the Chriſtians and Jesus, and privately to the 
Muſſulmans, pay yearly fifty Eight Thouſand, Seve 
Hundred and Eighty Eight Zequins. The very Fiſher 
men of Conſtantinople, who live along the Strand, pe 


A 


\ 
\ 


the yearly Sum of Twenty Nine Thouſand There Hun- 


dred Ninety, four Zequins. The Corn-Market, where 
all Sorts. of Grain, Pulſe, Meal, and Flower are ſold, 
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ays yearly into the Treaſury 14 Purſes of Money, each 
Purſe being worth a Thouſand, Six Hundred, Thirty 
and Three Zequins. The Egyptian Merchants, who bring 
their Goods from Alcaire, to ſell them at Confantinople, 


pay 24 Purſes. The Hraught of all Foreign Merchants 
Ships, make up 180 Purſes of Gold. 
tioned the Val, 


I have men- 
ue of each Purſe before. The great 
Shambles' without the City, pays 32 Purſes. There 
ſerve in this Place 200 Butchers, over whom there is a 
Præ ect or Maſter, without whoſe Confent no Man can 
kill any Beaſt, unleſs it be in the Caſe of Corban. Nay, 
ſo great is the Authority of this Pref, that the Fews 


themſelves are forced to aſk his Leave to kill the Beafts 


after their own Faſhion: The Reaſon why the Shambles 
is without the City is for Purity ſake, leſt the City be 


polluted with Blood. 


It is impoſſible to caſt up the prodigious Revenue 
which ariſes to the GrazdS:ignmior from the Sale of Hun- 


garian Sheep.and Oxen, in the 1oth and 11th Moons. 


But thou mayeſt comprehend that it is very great, when 


ſometimes in one Day's Time, there are fold 25000 


»Oxen, and 40000 Sheep. 
Neither is it more eafy to reckon up his Incomes 


From the Sale of the Houſes, Skiffs, Galleys, Saicks, 


and bigger Veſſels. Beſides, it would be toe tedious for 
one Letter. What ſhall I ſay of the Tribute which the 


Fews and Chriſtians payy amounting Yearly to a prod- - 


gious Sum of Money? Time, Paper, Ink, and Human 
Patience itſelf would fail in rehearſing ſo many Parti- 


cCulars. x 


But thou mayeſf frame a Regular judgment of the 
immenſe Riches which the Grand Signior is poſſeſſed of; 
when thou ſhalt know that there is a Mint in the Impe- 
rial City, where Four Hundred Men perpetually labour 


in coining new Money, having a Preſidezt or Overſeer, 


who ſuperviſes the Work, who mult be a Grecian, by a 
ſpecial Privilege granted to that Nation by our Maunifi- 
cent 
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cent Emperors; becauſe the Mines of Silver and Gold 
are within the Limits of the Grecian Empire. So that 
none but Greeks are admitted to aſſiſt at this curious 
The Pręſident is obliged every Neau-Moon to ſend inte 
che Serail Ten Thouſand Zeguint of Gold, and Twenty 
"Thouſand in Silver. For ſuch is the Pleaſure of th 
_ Grand Sultan, that the Royal Palace ſhould always a 
bound with fair new Money. 3 1 
Sage Maſu, aſſure thyſelf, that Conſtantinople is thi 
Grand Treaſury, Exchequer, or Bank of the whole Earth 
Where all the Riches of the Eaft, Wes, North and Sout 
and of the Seven Climates, are refunded and laid up a 
in their proper Centre. But 1 have more to ſay in a 
nother Letter concerning this glorious City. Onl 
Time juſt now gave me a Prick with the End of hi 
Scythe, to put me in Mind of an urgent Affair, not t 
be neglected this Moment. Wherefore, in Haſte, Adie 


Paris, ½ of the 8th Moor, 
of the Tear 1673. 


The End of the Seventh Volume. 


